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Car buyers know to look beyond color and check under the hood. 
Paint buyers, too, know that it’s not just about color anymore, it’s 
about getting down to the technology that makes the paint easy to 
apply, durable, moisture and stain resistant, washable, and gentler 
on the environment.

Ace wanted to offer customers a paint that uses advanced 
technologies to provide features that really make a difference. 
We started small – with ceramic microbead technology. 
Clark+Kensington™ interior paints are formulated with tiny 
microspheres that fit snugly together to form a tighter film than 
ordinary paints. This means that stains wash off easier, the surface 
is smoother, and it will take life’s bumps and bruises without 
showing it.

Clark+Kensington paints are 100% acrylic. This makes interior 
paints moisture resistant, so stains don’t penetrate and cleanup is 
much easier. And it makes exterior paints more flexible, so the paint 
can expand and contract as the temperature changes to minimize 
cracking and peeling.

We do all that and still manufacture our paints with VOC levels that 
are considerably lower than the national EPA regulations. With 
Clark+Kensington, you don’t have to sacrifice quality, durability or 

color selection to be earth 
friendly.

647 ERVIN RD, VAN WERT
419.238.1546

Making a better paint
We’ve incorporated the latest and best technologies 
to create a paint with features that matter to you.

Lee’s            Hardware
Lumber & Building Center

• Drywall • Plywood • OSB • MDF 
• Underlayment • Insulation
• Complete line of Standard 
    & Treated Lumber
• Composite Decking: 
   Timbertech, Azek, Genova
• Privacy fence panels
• Shingles: Owens Corning, 
    IKO, Certainteed, Tamko
• Ice & Water Guard & Felt Paper
• Concrete • Vinyl Siding 
• Entry doors + much more!

647 W. Ervin Rd., Van Wert, OH
419.238.1546

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1979
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• Drywall • Plywood • OSB • MDF
• Underlayment • Insulation
• Complete line of Standard
   & Treated Lumber
• Composite Decking:
   Timbertech, Azek, Genova
• Privacy fence panels
• Shingles: Owens Corning, IKO, 
   Certainteed, Metal Siding & Roofing
• Ice & Water Guard & Felt Paper
• Concrete • Vinyl Siding
• Entry doors + much more!

Whether you’re looking for a new career opportunity or 
you need a staffing partner to keep your business growing, 
Staffmark has the resources to get the job done right. As one 
of the largest national commercial staffing companies in 
the country, we have more than 40 years of experience 
in the staffing industry, and we’re ready to work for you!  
Experience the Staffmark difference for yourself!

When Experience 
Counts, Count on 

Staffmark!

641 West Ervin Road • Van Wert, OH 45891 
419.238.2040 • www.staffmark.com

Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps
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Like Van Wert Ohio 
Jobs on Facebook

Whether you’re looking for a new career opportunity or 
you need a staffing partner to keep your business growing, 
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Call or visit! 
1109 Lincoln Highway,
Van Wert, OH 45891

Buy, Sell, Repair! We do it all!

EastSideAutoRepairandSales.com

419-469-5757
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HISTORY                                                                                                                                               
Van Wert County was created by the Ohio General Assembly on April 
1, 1820 from old Indian lands. However, there is no record of the white 
man having permanently lived here at that time. Van Wert County was 
a dense forest at the time and parts of it were covered by the Great 
Black Swamp. The land was, and is, extremely flat. There is, however, a 
ridge which runs from Delphos to Van Wert and passes northwesterly 
out of the county into Indiana. This ridge is known today as the Lincoln 
Highway. It is believed by some historians that this ridge was once the 
shoreline of a great bay of Lake Erie. Early settlers used sand from this 
beach ridge in the construction of their cabins.

In January of 1821, Captain James Riley moved his family to a site near 
the rapids of the St. Marys River at what is now the village of Willshire. 
Riley, a native of Middletown, Connecticut, had been a seafaring man. 
He became shipwrecked off the coast of Africa and was taken captive. 
His release was secured by William Willshire, a British merchant at 
Magadore, Morocco. Several years after his return to the United States, 
Riley was named Deputy Surveyor and commissioned to survey the 
lands in western Ohio obtained from the Indians by the Treaty of 1818. 
Captain Riley laid out and filed the plat for the village of Willshire in 
1822. He named the community in honor of his benefactor. The village 
of Willshire served as the first county seat of Van Wert County. In 1835, 
the County Commissioners moved the county seat from Willshire to the 
village of Van Wert. The town of Van Wert was incorporated in 1848.
Growth in the population of Van Wert was slow in the early years 
because trails, which later became roads, were the only means of travel, 
except, of course, for the various rivers and streams. The building of the 
Miami‐Erie Canal, along the eastern edge of the county, encouraged 
settlers to come to this area. It was completed in 1845 and about the 
same time, the village of Delphos was founded.

Following the Civil War and with the development of the railroads, the 
county’s destiny was linked with timber and the resulting products. At one 
time there were 15 stave factories in Van Wert County. When it became 
apparent that the timber supply would eventually be exhausted and the 
lands were cleared, and attention turned to tilling the soil. By 1900, Van 
Wert County had become a farming community. In addition to the crops, 
the county became known for the fine draft horses raised here.  Still later, 
there were many fine dairy herds throughout the county.
In the late 1920’s, the trend turned toward manufacturing and today 
the county is known for both agricultural and manufacturing goods.  To-
day, ours is a diversified economy consisting of many service-related 
industries as well as manufacturing (ambulances, automotive parts, 
processed foods, tool boxes, fiber drums, clothing and accessories and 
wooden doors and trim).  We also have almost 250,000 acres of fertile 
soil producing corn, soybeans, wheat, popcorn, hogs and dairy cattle.
Today, nearly 200 years after the first family arrived in Van Wert County, 

the county’s population has grown from the few persons who settled in 
Willshire to approximately 30,000. Where the 406 square miles were 
covered by swamp and virgin forests, there are now more than a quarter 
million acres in farm land divided into 12 townships. Where early settlers 
worried about trips to the mills in Piqua over rough trails, there are now 
ribbons of highways connecting to modern airports for international 
travel.

WHY VAN WERT?
The county and the city of Van Wert were 
named to honor Isaac Van Wart. Van Wart 
(1760-1828) was one of three captors of 
Major John Andre, a British officer who, 
along with Benedict Arnold, had concocted 
a plan for helping the British take the vital 
American fort at West Point, New York, 
during the American Revolutionary War. Van 
Wart, had been a farmer in West Chester 
County, New York. Caught inside American lines near Tarrytown, New 
York, on  September 21, 1780, Andre discarded his uniform and tried to 
slip away in civilian clothes, but an alert Van Wart (along with his com-
panions John Paulding and David Williams) captured and searched him, 
and found that he possessed secret  documents belonging to British 
General, Sir Henry Clinton. The documents revealed the traitorous inten-
tions of Arnold. With George Washington’s personal recommendation, 
the United States Congress awarded Van Wart, Paulding and Williams 
the first military decoration of the United States, the silver medal known 
as the Fidelity Medallion. Each of the three also received federal pen-
sions of $200 a year, and prestigious farms awarded by New York State. 
Van Wert County was named after Van Wart, but due to an error on the 
part of those preparing the act of Congress recognizing his contributions 
to the American victory, the name appeared mistakenly as Van Wert and 
the new spelling stuck.

Fountain Park Stan Agler tree planting

Our Story  - Van Wert County

Layout Design: Karrie Macke 
Photos: Kirsten Barnhart

Cover Design: Hope Wallace
Logo Design: Ty Coil

Thank you for your interest in Van Wert County.  Delightful communities, 
family-friendly  festivals, a lively arts and music scene, and a powerful 
history worth exploring are what you’ll find when you visit our area of 

Northwest Ohio. The Van Wert area offers a full schedule of free festivals 
and summer concerts where you will be entertained by talented musicians 

from across the country as they perform in Fountain Park in downtown 
Van Wert and Stadium Park in nearby Delphos.  During the fall and winter, 
world-class artists take the stage at the Niswonger Performing Area Cen-
ter of Northwest Ohio.  Outstanding musical talent, Broadway productions, 
operas, ballets and guest lecturers have made the Niswonger a premier 

cultural attraction. We invite you to enjoy our parks and other outdoor 
recreation venues and to experience our early history by visiting our 

fine museums - including Central Mutual Insurance Company’s Antique 
Fire Equipment Museum, the Van Wert County Historical Museum, the 

Delphos Canal Commission Museum and the Delphos Museum of Postal 
History (one of only three such institutions in the United States). The Van 
Wert area boasts a variety of dining choices, an array of independently 
owned retail establishments offering personal service and one-of-a-kind 

quality merchandise, and fine lodging facilities. When meeting the friendly 
people of the Van Wert Area you will soon appreciate why “Welcome 

Home” is how you are made to feel!

Larry Lee 
Executive Director

*While every attempt has been made to ensure the accuracy of the 
information in this guide, the Van Wert Area Convention & Visitors 
Bureau assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions. Hours of 

operation should be verified with individual locations and all 
information is subject to change.
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 Visitors Bureau 
Board of Directors

Adam Ries, Brent Kohn, 
Carla Frank, Dan Baisden, 
Dave Roach, Gary Levitt, 

Hope Wallace, Jeanne Zeigler, 
Jerry Mazur, Marcia Davies,

 Martha Balyeat, Rebecca Stepleton, 
Seth Baker, Stacy Adam, 

Susan Munroe, Thad Lichtensteiger

Van Wert County - Welcome
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STATISTICALLY SPEAKING . . .

Location                                                                                                                                              
Van Wert County Ohio is set in the heart of West Central 
Ohio’s rich agriculture lands.  We are in an important 
geographic location.  Approximately sixty-five percent of the 
United States and Canadian population reside within a 600 
mile radius of Van Wert.  We are located halfway between 
Lima, Ohio, and Fort Wayne, Indiana along, U.S. Highway 
30, a highly traveled highway running from Atlantic City, 
New Jersey, on the Atlantic coast to Astoria, Oregon on the 
Pacific coast—a total distance of 3,073 miles. 
  
County Seat                                                                                                                                             
The county seat 
of Van Wert 
County is the city 
of Van Wert.

Population                                                                                                                                            
According to the 
2010 U.S. Cen-
sus, there were 
28,744 people 
living in Van Wert 
County, making it 
rank 75th among 
Ohio’s 88 counties. The population density of the county is 
70 people per square mile.  The average age of a Van Wert 
County resident is 40 years.

Area                                                                                                                                                  
The area of Van Wert County is 410 square miles, making it 
the 64th largest of Ohio’s 88 counties.

Climate                                                                                                                                               
The average winter temperature is 270F (the lowest tempera-
ture ever recorded was –220F on January 20, 1985).  The 
average summer temperature is 800F (the highest tempera-
ture ever recorded was 1100F on July 14, 1936.  The average 
yearly precipitation is about 40 inches.  The average season-
al snowfall is 39 inches.

Economy                                                                                                                                               
Ours is a diversified economy consisting of many service 
related industries as well as manufacturing (ambulances, 
automotive parts, processed food, tool boxes, fiber drums, 

clothing & accessories, wooden doors & trim).  We also have 
almost 250,000 acres of fertile soil producing corn, soy-
beans, wheat, popcorn, hogs, and dairy cattle.

Accessibility                                                                                                                                         
We are at the center of several major highways that  connect 
with many metropolitan areas in the Midwest.  Included are 
four U.S. highways (30, 127, 224 and 33) and nine state 
highways (49, 66, 81, 118, 709, 116, 117, 637, and 697).  
Interstates I-69 and I-75 are both accessible via U.S. 
highway 30 and can be reached within 30 minutes. 
Metropolitan destinations such as  Chicago, Detroit, 
Cincinnati, Cleveland, Columbus and Indianapolis are within 
easy driving distance.

Airport       
                                                                                                                                       
The Van Wert area is also served by the Van Wert Regional 
Airport.  The airport has a 400’ x 75’ paved runway and a 
2,610’ x 100’ grass runway. Each has pilot activated runway 
lights.

OUR COMMUNITIES

Convoy
Located eight miles west of the city of Van Wert, it is the only 
town in the United States with that name. Robert Nesbit named 
Convoy, Ohio, after his hometown of Convoy, Ireland. It was 
incorporated in 1874. Its location on the edge of the Great Black 
Swamp encouraged the development of the lumber industry. 
Later, this gave way to farming and eventually becoming a 
railroad town. Soon the community became the center of grain 
milling and supported many stores and shops. Today, visitors 
can still see the old fire house/city hall/opera house.

Delphos
Fourteen miles east of Van Wert, Delphos is a city divided be-
tween Van Wert and Allen counties by the Miami and Erie 
Canal. The city was incorporated in 1851. Its location was 
selected by Reverend Father Otto Bredeick and his brother, 
Ferdinand, because of its location along the canal, the waterway 
that once ran from Cincinnati to Toledo and was responsible for 
opening the area of Northwest Ohio known as the Great Black 
Swamp to settlement. 

Elgin
The village of Elgin was founded in April of 1845. It was once 
named Yorktown and Yorkville because of its location in the 
center of York Township. Its existence is credited to the oil boom 
that occurred in the area in the late 1800s. As the oil production 
dwindled, so did the population.

Middle Point
The village of Middle Point was laid out in March 1852 and was 
incorporated in November, 1874. It was named for its location 
mid-way between Van Wert and the city of Delphos. At one time 
it boasted one of the largest stone quarries in the state of Ohio

Ohio City
Ohio City was founded in 1876. It has also been known as 
Enterprise and Van Wert Junction, but in 1890 it officially 
became Ohio City. Ohio City’s claim to fame is early resident, 
John Lambert. In 1891, this very successful and prosperous 
businessman built and drove a three-wheeled, surrey-topped, 
gasoline-powered runabout of his own design. This vehicle was 
America’s first gasoline-powered automobile, driven 10 years 
before Henry Ford’s Model A.

Scott
Located nine miles north of Van Wert, Scott was mapped out 

and plotted by John Scott in 1878. Its location on the edge of the 
Great Black Swamp meant the land was very low and needed 
to be drained. An early industry here was a tile mill. The area 
was also heavily forested and as the land was cleared for settle-
ment, a lumber industry grew up, making staves and hoops for 
barrels – in fact, in 1894 Scott had the largest stave factory in 
Ohio.

Van Wert
Located along Historic Lincoln Highway, the City of Van Wert 
was established in 1835 covering 240 acres on the edge of the 
Great Black Swamp. The nation’s first transcontinental road, the 
Lincoln Highway, connected the entire country to Van Wert’s 
Main Street at the start of the 20th century. The section of 
Lincoln Highway from Delphos to Van Wert is one of the finest 
examples in Ohio of highway engineering and construction from 
the period.

Venedocia
The village of Venedocia, an early Welsh settlement, was 
incorporated in 1897. The origin of the name is attributed to 
William Bebb, the 19th governor of Ohio. Governor Bebb named 
the village for North Wales. We know from other sources that 
the Welsh word “venedotia” refers to North Wales and that the 
Romans named a tribe found living there “Venedotians”. The 
discovery of oil in the area in the early 1900s resulted in a 
tremendous growth for the community. Unfortunately, the 
reserves of oil were not sufficient to maintain the village’s 
growth.

Willshire
The village of Willshire was founded by Captain James Riley, 
an English sea merchant, who was shipwrecked, captured by 
Barbary pirates and enslaved in Africa. His release was facilitat-
ed by the British Consul at Magdor, William Willshire. Returning 
to England, Riley gave up his sea career, came to America and 
became a surveyor. He was commissioned to survey the Indian 
lands obtained by the Treaty of 1818. He moved his family to the 
banks of the St. Marys River, built a mill, and established the 
settlement of Willshire. When Van Wert County was formed in 
1820, Willshire served as the first county seat.

Wren
The village of Wren was founded and plotted in 1844 as Green-
wood. There was very little early activity here until the construc-
tion of the Chicago and Atlantic Railroad began and then many 
people moved to the area to work on the railroad. Today, Wren is 
recognized as the “Wiffleball Capital of Ohio.”

Driving Distance to 
Major Cities (Miles)
Dayton, Ohio …………………………………97

Toledo, Ohio ………………………………....103 

Columbus, Ohio …………………………....126                                       

Indianapolis, Indiana ……………………143  

Cincinnati, Ohio …………………………....150                                       

Detroit, Michigan ………………………….163  

Cleveland, Ohio ………………………….....196                                      

Chicago, Illinois …………………………….201 

Lexington, Kentucky ……………………..231                                       

Louisville, Kentucky ……………………..248 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania …………….  288                                      

Milwaukee, Wisconsin …………………..291

Van Wert County - Statistically Speaking6 Our Communities  - Van Wert County
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Outlet

KAM MANUFACTURING, INC.
1197 GRILL ROAD
VAN WERT, OH 45891

Location:
PARKING &
ADMISSIONF REE

Come
Shop

with Us!

Time:

AUGUST 1-3

2019
8AM - 5PM

Our link to the Lakota. David Hum-
phreys Miller, native of Van Wert, 
at the age of 16, equipped with a car 
and $100 headed to the Pine Ridge 
Reservation in South Dakota where 
he began painting and interviewing 
the surviving warriors of the  
Battle of Little Bighorn and the 
massacre at Wounded Knee.
Their words, their story.
on view year-round

The Music Entertainment and Visual Arts in Van Wert County are 
supported by the Van Wert County Foundation, Anderson, 
Saltzgaber and Wassenberg Funds.

214 S. Washington St. Van Wert • 419.238.6837

center
wassenberg

art
• Free entry, public welcome

• Wassenberg Art Park 

• Art education & programming

• In the old armory 
 214 South Washington Street 
 Tues–Sun 1–5  p.m. Thurs: 1–9 p.m.

Artisan Gift ShopArtisan Gift Shop

wassenbergartcenter.org 

Original Local and Regional Art
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The Curvy Closet
Fashion Avaliable to All.

Women’s Sizes 14 & Up Melissa Gehle Owner
115 W Main St.
Van Wert, OH 45891
567-259-3377 
Facebook:  Shop The Curvy Closet



Attractions

Antique Fire 
Equipment Museum                                                                                                                                           
800 S. Wasington St. -  Van Wert                                                                                                                                            
419-238-1010           
                                                                                                                          
Located at the home office of the Central Mu-
tual Insurance Company, the museum houses 
one of the finest privately held collections in the 
United States. You will find a large assortment 
of antique fire-fighting equipment including 
engines dating back to 1871, over 600 antique 
fire toys, a variety of antique fireman helmets 
and a rare and valuable collection of “firemarks” 
going back to 1720.

Blue Creek 
Wind Farm                                                                                                                                             
Northern Van Wert County      
                                                                                                                           

Travelers crossing Van Wert County on U.S. 
Highway 30 can easily see the vast expanse 
of wind farms (about 200 turbines) situated 
to the north of the highway. These turbines 
are capable of producing 304 megawatts of 
electricity, enough to power more than 500 
average homes. A “Drive-It-Yourself” tour map 
is available from the Van Wert Area Convention 
& Visitors Bureau office.

Brumback Library                                                                                                                                          
215 W. Main St. - Van Wert                                                                                                                                           
419-238-2168                                                                                                                                     

The Brumback Library is the first county 
library in the United States. Built with funds 
bequeathed to Van Wert County residents by 
John S. Brumback, an early entrepreneur, the 
building was dedicated in 1901. The architec-
ture is a combination of Gothic and Roman-

esque. With its turreted towers and Ludowici 
roof, the library presents a most grand ap-
pearance amid the trees of the park where it is 
located. In 1979, the Brumback Library was list-
ed on the National Register of Historic Places, 
qualifying both because of its architecture and 
because of its place in the area's history.

Cemeteries                                                                                                                                            

While some may think that hanging around a 
cemetery might be a bit ghoulish, we know that 
the records and headstone inscriptions found 
there can be incredibly rich sources of histori-
cal and family data.. The Convention & Visitors 
Bureau can provide you with maps of area 
cemeteries, guidelines for cemetery research 
and community resources to help you.

10 Van Wert County - Attractions

Van Wert County has a rich history which is honored in several area museums. You can see a large collection of antique 
fire-fighting equipment, the remains of an original Ohio canal boat, and a unique postal museum. Visit the first public library 

in the United States, tour the original 1871 county court house and see the state’s largest wind farm.   We are the center of a 
vibrant cultural renaissance where all manner of arts are encouraged. We are home to murals by Oscar Velasquez; a 

world-class performing arts center; community theater groups; artists who specialize in glass, pottery, photography and 
painting; and an art center which has been favorably compared with upscale galleries in New York and other large cities.

Blind Date preforming at the 2018 Peony Festival

11Attractions  - Van Wert County

Children’s Garden 
& Butterfly House                                                                                                                                            
1451 Leeson Ave. - Van Wert  (Smiley Park)                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                     
Recently chosen by Horticulture Magazine as 
one of America’s top 10 destination gardens, 
the Children’s Garden was designed, devel-
oped and is maintained by The Ohio State 
University Extension Master Gardener volun-
teers. This 1-acre garden has over 20 points of 
interest providing hands-on learning opportuni-
ties for children and their families. 

Delphos Canal 
Commission 
Museum
241 N. Main St., Delphos                                                                                                                                          
419-695-7737                                                                                                                              
www.delphoscanalcommission.com                                                        
                                                                                 
This historical  museum features both the 
Miami and Erie Canal and the city and people 
of Delphos. There are canal related artifacts 
from a tin bathtub used on a canal boat to 
actual parts from the canal boat “Marguerite” 
which were pulled from the Miami‐Erie Canal 
in 1989 by 57 Delphos youngsters. Other 
features include a Lincoln Highway display, an 
early Sears motor buggy, an extensive military 
collection and much more. The museum is 
handicap accessible.  Admission is free.

Delphos 
Veterans’ Memorial                                                                                                                                         
N. Main and Fifth Streets 
                                                                                                                                           
The Veterans’ Memorial is a place of honor for 
all veterans from Delphos. The Memorial’s focal 
point is the Civil War monument that dates from 
1912 and originally stood on the grounds of the 
city’s first park. Surrounding the bronze statue 

of a Civil War soldier are monuments signifying 
the branches of the military. Granite markers 
surround the monument listing the fallen from 
Delphos in each of America’s wars.

Garden of 
the Senses                                                                                                                                           
141 E. Main St. - Van Wert

What used to be a nondescript parking lot is 
now a lovely oasis in downtown Van Wert. A 
Master Gardeners project, the garden contains 
trees, flowers, herbs, and shrubs with raised 
beds and brick walkways curving around the 
flowers and trees with benches to stop and rest 
and enjoy the quiet and peacefulness of the 
garden. The wall on the east boundary of the 
garden is a mural, painted by regional artist 
Oscar Velasquez, depicting Main Street as it 
might have looked in the 1950s.

Hat Creek Rodeo                                                                                                                                            
8020 Richey Road. - Van Wert                                                                                                                                             
419-232-2855                                                                                                                                          

Hat Creek Rodeo operates every Saturday 
night from November to May and offers 
bull-riding at its best. The rodeo features a 
heated arena and kids’ activities. They also 
host a spring and fall Lyle Sankey Bull Riding 
and Bull Fighting School.

Lincoln Ridge Farm                                                                                                                                             
6588 Pollock Road. - Convoy                                                                                                                                           
419-749-4224                                                                                                                                          

Lincoln Ridge Farm is a 6th generation family 
farm specializing in sustainable growing of 
fruits and vegetables along with an apple and 
peach orchard, raspberries, blackberries and 
a vineyard. Their seasonal market begins with 
u-pick strawberries in June, u-pick blackberries, 
raspberries and peaches in July and u-pick 

apples and grapes in August. The farm is the 
perfect place to gather and is available for 
special occasions, outdoor/indoor weddings 
and receptions at their newly restored “the 
Olde 1884 Church at Lincoln Ridge.” Fall is 
their favorite time of the year! Join them for 
great family fun at their annual Fall Mums and 
Pumpkin Festival starting the third weekend of 
September continuing each weekend through-
out October.

Marsh 
Foundation 
Homestead                                                                                                                                        
1229 Lincoln Highway - Van Wert                                                                                                                                             
419-238-1695                                                                                                                                          

Housed in a complex of historic buildings along 
the Lincoln Highway, the Marsh Foundation 
School was founded by George Marsh to serve 
impoverished children throughout northwestern 
Ohio. After Marsh’s death, his will provided for 
the establishment of a foundation to administer 
the school.  The home of the Marsh family, 
containing original furnishings from the late 
19th century, is open for tours as is the campus 
itself. In 1980 the Marsh homestead and school 
buildings were listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places because of its distinctive 
architecture - the school’s buildings are among 
the best Jacobean structures in western Ohio.  

Murals of 
Oscar Velasquez                                                                                                                                        
N. Main and Fifth Streets                                                                                                                                          
 
(1) As a backdrop to the Delphos Veterans’ 
Memorial, a three-story mural adorns the 
north face of the Delphos Herald Newspaper 
building. The scene depicts the early days of 
the Miami Erie Canal, a waterway that serves 
as the western boundary of the property.
(2) Diagonally across the intersection is 
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another Valaquez mural that shows the turn 
of the 20th century scene of a local “mom and 
pop” grocery, filling station and post office. 
This mural is adjacent to the Lincoln Highway 
Control Station sign that is on the Firestone 
Tire building.   
(3) A third mural that was once in the lobby of 
the Delphos Post Office is now the first thing 
visitors see upon entering the Museum of Post-
al History. It is a huge mural of the downtown 
that surrounds the 1933 James A. Farley-style 
post office.   
                                                                         

Museum of 
Postal History                                                                                                                                          
339 N. Main St., Delphos                                                                                                                                          
419-303-5482                                                                                                                               
www.postalhistorymuseum.org                                  
                                                                                                                     
Discover American history through the influ-
ence of the United States mail. Learn about 
the evolution of letters, envelopes, manuscript 

postmarks, a special collection of rare stamps. 
The museum displays more than a quarter 
of a million stamps, antique postal vehicles, 
unique mailboxes, historic postal media and 
much more. Many displays are on loan from 
the Smithsonian Museum or are property of the 
U.S. Postal Service. 

Niswonger 
Performing 
Arts Center                                                                                                                                           
10700 St. Rt. 118 - Van Wert                                                                                                                                             
419-238-6722                                                                                                                                          

The nearly $10 million facility opened in 2007 
and houses a 1,200 seat auditorium, 175 seat 
lecture hall, and an opulent, spacious lobby. 
From the richness of the wood to the splendor 
of the marble, the facility is the perfect venue to 
showcase the thriving arts culture in Van Wert 
and beyond. The Van Wert Area Performing 

Arts Foundation has entertained the Northwest 
Ohio region with 11 years of compelling cultural 
programming specifically chosen to engage, 
educate and inspire.

Raspberry 
Woods Art Studio                                                                                                                                           
20347 Church Road. – Middle Point                                                                                                                                            
419-968-2577  
                                                                                                                                                 
Raspberry Woods is an art gallery and working 
studio. Artist, Tom Emerine, produces paintings, 
drawings, pottery and landscape photography. 
The studio is a two-story building filled with 
artwork and gifts for the art lover located just a 
few miles east of Van Wert. The studio is open 
by appointment.

Alley Way Downtown Van Wert

St. John’s 
Catholic Church                                                                                                                                           
331 E. Second St., Delphos                                                                                                                                          
419-695-4050                                                                                                                                          

The church's exterior is striking. Although many 
large Catholic churches are located in western 
Ohio, they are more typically built in the Gothic 
Revival style and such a large Romanesque 
Revival church is unique. It fills an entire city 
block, and its tower is by far the most promi-
nent part of the community's skyline. Leading 
features of the church's interior include a prom-
inent rib vault, two rows of columns in the nave 
that are topped with Corinthian capitals, and an 
altar built to resemble that of Rome's Basilica di 
San Clemente.

Schroyer 
Truck Museum                                                                                                                                   
9411 US Rt. 127 – Celina, OH                                                                                                                            
419- 363-2095

Dave and Craig Schroyer own the 12-acre site 
about four miles north of Celina on highway 
127 with a terminal office and truck service 
shop. Towards the west end of the property, 
Dave and Craig have assembled a fantas-
tic truck museum, and they oversee a fully 
equipped truck restoration shop. The museum 
is a temperature-controlled, relatively dust-free 
showplace that houses more than 30 fantasti-
cally restored trucks from 1915 to the 1980s. 
Plus, there’s a mini truck stop dedicated to their 
grandparents, George, Jr. and Marie Schroyer.

Van Wert 
Civic Theatre                                                                                                                                          
118 S. Race St. - Van Wert                                                                                                                                             
419-238-9689                                                                                                                                          

The award-winning Van Wert Civic Theatre is 
recognized as one of the premiere community 
theatre groups in the state of Ohio. This all
volunteer organization produces five shows per 
season, offering a balanced variety of comedy, 
drama, and musicals in their own 170-seat 
playhouse. They also host a summer workshop 
for youth and a yearly youth production.

Van Wert County
Court House                                                                                                                                            
121 E. Main St. - Van Wert                                                                                                                                             
419-238-6159                                                                                                                                          

Tours Available by Appointment
The Court House, constructed in 1871,  was 
heralded as an architectural gem at the time 
of its dedication. Today the structure remains 
much as it was when built. The building con-
tains a clock whose bell weighs 2,000 pounds 
and whose clapper weighs 430 pounds. The 
Court House is listed on the National Regis-
try of Historic Buildings. A recent $675,000 
project resulted in the restoration of a stained 
glass dome above the court room as well as 
restoration of the magnificent woodwork in the 
courtroom.

Van Wert County 
Historical Museum                                                                                                                                           
602 N. Washington St. - Van Wert                                                                                                                                             
419-203-5779 
www.vanwert.org/museum                                                                                                                                           
Open 2– 4 PM Sundays
(March—Nov.) or by appointment     
                                                                                                                                 
Originally built in 1896, the House of Seven 
Oaks, has been maintained as a Victorian 
Home and now serves as the Van Wert County 
Historical Museum. It houses local memorabilia 
and artifacts. A large Annex building depicts 
phases of early Van Wert. Also on display are 
a 1951 Pennsylvania Railroad caboose, a one-

room school, an 1860 log house and a big red 
barn housing an agricultural display. 

Wassenberg 
Art Center                                                                                                                                           
214 S. Washington St. - Van Wert                                                                                                                                             
419-238-6837                                                                                                                                          
                              
Established in 1954, the Wassenberg Art 
Center presents an average of 8 different and 
unique free exhibits each year. The art center 
has been favorably compared with upscale 
galleries in New York and other large cities. A 
permanent exhibit, “Faces of Little Bighorn,” 
features the artwork of the late David Hum-
phreys Miller, formerly of Van Wert, who, as a 
young teenager, became fascinated with the 
battle and started interviewing Lakota survivors 
of that pivotal American battle. His life’s work 
encompasses hundreds of painted portraits 
of the Lakota Sioux and Plains Indians and 
includes murals painted at the Citadel Military 
College in South Carolina, book illustrations 
and other commissioned work. This exhibit 
consists of several original paintings, sketches, 
movie posters and film footage.

YMCA - Camp Clay                                                                                                                                             
9196 Liberty Union Road. - Van Wert                                                                                                                                             
419-238-0443                                                                                                                                          

Camp Clay is one of the “hidden gems” of the 
Van Wert area.  The fully-staffed Aqua Park 
includes many one-of-a-kind activities including 
a water zip-line to the island, inflatable aqua 
“toys”, paddle boats, canoes, a playground, a 
sandy beach, concession area and much more. 
The park also includes a 33,500 square foot 
splash pad. The camp site is a part of a 140-
acre private area equipped with a reconstruct-
ed 1837 cabin, tipis, nature center, shelter 
house, high and low ropes, and a climbing wall. 

13Attractions  - Van Wert County
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Find Your 
Home Sweet Home

We’re here to show you the way!
Browse our latest listings online or

call to talk to a friendly agent today!

www.BeeGeeRealty.com
122 N. Washington St., 

Van Wert, OH
Office: (419) 238-5555

Bee Gee Realty & 
auction co., ltd.

www.customaudioohio.com

1196 Westwood Drive, Van Wert, Ohio 45891
P: 419-238-4345

Store Hours: Monday - Friday 9:00 AM - 7:00 PM
Saturday 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM; Sunday Closed

Commercial and Residential 
Audio/Video Specialist!

We set the standard for 
CUSTOM 

INSTALLATIONS! 

HAVE PEACE OF MIND!
VIDEO SURVEILLANCE 
For your home or business!

Northwest Ohio’s premiere home and car integration specialist.

FARMOWNER / HOMEOWNER INSURANCE
Neighbors Insuring Neighbors Since 1863

112 E. Third St., P.O. Box 37, Delphos, OH 45833
419-692-3413

Schmit-Massa & Lloyd Insurance Agency
419-692-0951

Lyons Insurance
419-229-3359

Rhoades Insurance
419-238-2341

Your Complete
Building material Dealer

122 S. Main St. • Convoy, Ohio
Ph: 419-749-2119 • Fax: 419-749-2110

In business since 1910     Halllum.DoItBest.com

 Hall lumber Co., Inc.

F r e e 

estImates

Only 6 minutes from Van Wert!

Friendly service 
Free delivery 

with purchases over $250
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e • Pole Barns, Room 

  Additions, Houses
• Treated Lumber
• Spruce, Oak, & Poplar                          
  Boards
• OSB & Plywood
• OC Shingles delivered  
  & put on roof
• Cement Blocks
• Barn Metal
• Standing Seam Metal
• Decra Metal Roofing
• Anderson Windows
• Mastic & GP Siding
• Larson Storm Doors

• Senco Tools
• Masonite Doors
• Vinylmax Replacement  
  Windows (We measure)
• Viwinco & Alliance  
   New Construction   
   Vinyl Windows
• Drywall
• Fiberglass Insilation
• Cellulose (2 blowers to  
   use with 25 bag purchase)
• Nails, Screws, & GRK  
   Fasteners
• Timbertech & Genova  
   Decking
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FAMILY DINING

133 Bistro                                                                                                                                            
133 E. Main St. – Van Wert                                                                                                                                             
419-238-1580                                                                                                                                          

A new take on breakfast and lunch in Van 
Wert. For breakfast they offer many signature 
dishes such as omelets, skillets, waffles, and 
pancakes. The lunch menu includes salads, 
sandwiches, rotating soups, and daily specials. 
All the portions are large and freshly prepared.

A & W Drive-In                                                                                                                                         
924 E. Fifth St. - Delphos                                                                                                                                          
419-695-1632                                                                                                                                          

Remember the car hops, the root beer floats, 
saddle shoes and bobbie socks? This is a lot 
more than just a famous root beer stand.  Find 
your favorite sandwiches, baskets, and good ol’ 
coney dogs being served up. 

Becky’s 
Village Restaurant                                                                                                                                       
307 State St. - Willshire                                                                                                                                        
419-495-2013                                                                                                                                          

A popular meeting spot for locals, the food at 
Becky's is always fresh, home cooked, and 
the coffee is excellent. The menu is primarily 
traditional American fare, and be sure to save 
room of their famous homemade pies  made 
completely from scratch, from crust through the 
filling to the toppings. 

Black Angus 
On Main                                                                                                                                               
222 E. Main St. - Van Wert                                                                                                                                             
419-232-2999                                                                                                                                          
                                                            
Experience dining at its best. Enjoy the perfect 
blend of ingredients with flavorful options 
from the Black Angus on Main's impressive 
lunch menu. Or encounter a world of culinary 
delights with tasty selections from their dinner 
menu. From steak and chicken to seafood their 

impeccable recipes provide special pleasures 
for the pallet.

Bob Evans Farm 
Restaurant                                                                                                                                       
716 W. Ervin Road. - Van Wert                                                                                                                                             
419-238-7191                                                                                                                                          

One of the chain of family restaurants, the 
Van Wert location offers friendly service with 
the “down-on-the-farm” traditional Bob Evans 
menu. The restaurant is open daily for break-
fast, lunch, and dinner.

Brewed 
Expressions Café                                                                                                                                             
109 W. Main St. -  Van Wert                                                                                                                                             
419-605-5528
                                                                                                                                        
The menu includes baked goods, homemade 
cinnamon rolls, cheesecakes, a salad menu, 
wraps and soups. They also offer organic 
goods, smoothies and frappes along with their 
variety of Italian-based coffees.

Van Wert offers a wonderful selection of dining experiences served in warm and comfortable surroundings. Many restaurants 
feature family recipes handed down from generation to generation. Specialty menus, such as ice cream, frozen custard, 

cappuccino and lattes, along with fine ethnic foods can be found. Come hungry and leave satisfied.

Brewed Expressions 

Willshire Drive-In

El Mexicano Mexican Restaurant

Convoy Tastee Freeze
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Cabo 
Mexican Restaurant                                                                                                                                       
1202 E. Fifth St. - Delphos                                                                                                                                          
419-879-2226                                                                                                                                          

You’ll marvel at the overflowing plates of 
wonderful chicken, beef, pork or fish served in 
numerous sauces and textures. Be sure to save 
room for a fried ice cream sundae served in a 
tortilla shell.

Chik-N-House                                                                                                                                          
209 W. Fifth St. - Delphos                                                                                                                                          
419-692-3333                                                                                                                                          

Chik-N-House specializes in fried and BBQ 
Chicken. They also have full service catering 
available, offering items such as pork chops, 
roast beef, steaks, pastas and many other 
entrees and sides not normally carried in store 
daily.

China Town 
Express                                                                                                                                          
720 E. Main St. - Van Wert                                                                                                                                             
419-238-3765                                                                                                                                          

A great small restaurant serving authentic 
Chinese cuisine with fresh ingredients and very 
reasonable prices.

D’Amici’s                                                                                                                                             
706 W. Ervin Road Suite B – Van Wert                                                                                                                                
419-605-7743                                                                                                                                     

Small town Italian, Big city taste  They are a 
locally owned business whose goal is to serve 
great Italian food at a price that you can afford. 
Chef David has a passion for cooking and only 
wants the best quality of ingredients in every 
meal. That's why they make a lot of the meals 
from scratch, such as their Signature Lasagna, 
Meatballs, and the Alfredo sauce just to name 
a few. Try their pastas, wrap's pizzas and check 
out their gluten free menu as well.

D’s on Main Street                                                                                                                                           
104 N. Main St. - Convoy                                                                                                                                           
419-749-2585   
                                                                                                                                      
A family and kid-friendly place. Try their own 
house cut fries along with their beer-battered 

tenderloins! They specialize in subs and daily 
specials. Don’t forget to save room for their 
homemade, yummy desserts. Great food 
whether it’s for lunch or dinner.

El Mexicano                                                                                                                                           
11908 Westwood Drive - Van Wert                                                                                                                                             
419-232-3930                                                                                                                                          

A great small authentic Mexican restaurant 
serving great food. The service is good and the 
food is served amazingly fast for your eating 
pleasure and enjoyment.
                                                                                                                                                      

Frickers                                                                                                                                              
735 Fox Road -  Van Wert                                                                                                                                             
419-238-9464                                                                                                                                          

Fricker's has a wide variety of casual dining 
choices but is probably most well-known for 
its wings and sandwiches.. The entire family 
can enjoy their fully stocked game room and 
Touch Tunes Jukebox. Play Ohio Lottery games 
and Keno while you're there and visit their full 
service bar. Frickers offers the best food and 
beverage specials in town and kids 10 and 
under eat free every day.

Gibson’s 
Barnyard BBQ                                                                                                                                         
110 W. Tully St. – Convoy                                                                                                                                    
419-749-2917                                                                                                                                     

There's nothing quite as good as homemade, 
especially homemade food. Mom's and Grand-
ma's old recipes can be some of the most 
mouth-watering concoctions. Tom Gibson has 
built Gibson's Backyard BBQ from old family 
recipes along with some of his own creations. 
Everything they make is homemade. They don't 
use premade mixes or canned vegetables for 
their sauces. They even grow their own organic 
tomatoes and peppers for the salsa in a garden 
plot at the back of their property.

The Grind Café & 
Coffeehouse
226 N. Main St. – Delphos
419-692-2132

(The) Grind Cafe & Coffeehouse offers over 
30 specialty coffee drinks, as well as a full 
breakfast and lunch menu and daily dinner 

specials..  (the) Grind's ambience as well as 
cuisine, combines the warmth and comfort of 
a small town diner with the feel of a big city 
coffeehouse.  

Hong Kong Buffet                                                                                                                                           
349 Town Center Blvd. - Van Wert                                                                                                                                             
419-238-5888                                                                                                                                          

Ingredients are carefully chosen and they use 
only the freshest and natural ones to prepare 
every dish, and are cooked in a healthier 
way to provide the most nutritious food. Much 
attention has been taken to ensure you a cozy 
and inviting ambiance where you could enjoy 
not only the great meal but also the authentic 
atmosphere.

Jim’s Restaurant                                                                                                                                       
727 E. Fifth St. - Delphos                                                                                                                                          
419-692-3518                                                                                                                                          

Home cooking with old world recipes brought 
with them from the old country. It’s quaint atmo-
sphere and great reviews make Jim’s a must 
stop when visiting Delphos.

Jing Fong 
Chinese Restaurant                                                                                                                                       
11425 Elida Road -Delphos                                                                                                                                         
419-692-5228                                                                                                                                          

Find authentic Chinese food, hot, plentiful, 
and full of  flavor. Enjoy traditional Cantonese 
recipes with plenty of gluten-free and vegetari-
an selections. Every dish is prepared once it is 
ordered - not frozen or precooked.

Kosta’s Topp Chalet                                                                                                                                           
229 W. Fifth St. - Delphos                                                                                                                                          
419-692-8888                                                                                                                                          

Enjoying true Greek hospitality is easy when 
dining at Kosta’s Topp Chalet restaurant. The 
Pimpas family is happy to serve their guests 
delicious home-style meals. The menu includes 
sandwiches, homemade soups and desserts, 
Greek salads and a variety of mouth-watering 
Gyros and specialty sandwiches. For a hearty 
appetite, dig into their selections of steaks, 
pasta, chicken and seafood entrees.
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Landeck Tavern                                                                                                                                           
14620 Landeck Road – Delphos                                                                                                                                          
419-605-3196       
                                                                                                                                   
Located in downtown Landeck, Ohio, The 
Landeck Tavern has been in continuous oper-
ation for nearly a century, providing a place to 
get that special fried chicken and ice cold beer. 
This unique establishment features live trivia 
contests every Thursday evening.

Mayflower 
Diner / Hong 
Kong Restaurant                                                                                                                               
301 N. Main St. - Delphos                                                                                                                                          
419-695-8135                                                                                                                                          

Pete’s been a chef at some of northwest Ohio’s 
trademark restaurants. He sports his own ver-
sion of a Chinese restaurant and an American 
diner. Here you will find traditional Chinese 
delights to good old fashioned farmstead, 
hearty meals. 

Mi Ranchito                                                                                                                                           
865 N. Washington St. -  Van Wert                                                                                                                                             
419-238-0123    
                                                                                                                                         
Mi Ranchito offers a delightfully inspired menu, 
with an emphasis on fresh, local ingredients, 
authentic Mexican cooking techniques and 
flavorful combinations. The salsas are 
hand-crafted daily and the chips are made 
fresh to order.

Orchard Tree 
Family Restaurant                                                                                                                                       
1058 W. Main St. - Van Wert                                                                                                                                             
419-238-5235                                                                                                                                          

Casual and friendly atmosphere. Good service. 
Their menu includes homemade items, din-
ners, sandwiches and outstanding pies. They 
also offer an extensive salad and hot bar.

Peking 
Chinese Restaurant                                                                                                                                       
115 S. Washington St. - Van Wert                                                                                                                                             
419-238-5559                                                                                                                                          

One of the finest Chinese restaurants in the 
area. Their dishes are made from the freshest 
and best ingredients hand-picked by their 
master chefs. All food is guaranteed to be MSG 
FREE. Daily buffets.

Pizza Hut                                                                                                                                              
133 E. Fifth St. - Delphos                                                                                                                                          
419-695-8085                                                                                                                                          

Pizza Hut attracts customers with 
pizza selections including the 
signature Pan Pizza, Thin 'N Crispy, 
Veggie Lover's, Meat Lover's, Tuscani Pastas, 
and more. Carry-out, delivery and buffet.                                                                                                                                          
                   

Pizza Hut 
Wing Street                                                                                                                                           
735 W. Ervin Road - Van Wert                                                                                                                                             
419-238-4660                                                                                                                                          

What started out small has now become the 
biggest pizza company in the world. And every 
step of the way, they’ve remained committed to 
making the best food and providing the highest 
level of service.

Rambler’s Roost                                                                                                                                            
18191 Lincoln Highway - Middle Point                                                                                                                                            
419-968-2209                                                                                                                                          

An old-fashioned Mon-n-Pop stop! They 
offer breakfast all day every day. Great home 
cooking using Grandma’s recipes, including 
“finger-lickin’ good fried chicken.” A favorite 
with truckers and locals alike. They are never 
closed.

Rustic Café                                                                                                                                             
107 E. Second St. - Delphos                                                                                                                                          
419-692-7976    
                                                                                                                                     
The Rustic Café has been a hometown land-
mark for every occasion. It’s been a tradition 
that after your wedding ceremony, the entire 
wedding party stops by the Rustic for a good 
luck toast to the bride and groom. The griddle is 
well seasoned and the tenderloins and baskets 
leave you licking your fingers. You will find the 
traditional pool table in the back and many 
nights you will find live entertainment.

The Edition
139 E. Main St. – Van Wert                                                                                                                                             
Opening Summer 2019                                                                                                                                             

A place to enjoy your favorite wine and amaz-
ing food in a comfortable setting.

Wild Hare BBQ                                                                                                                                              
903 W. Main St. - Van Wert                                                                                                                                             
419-203-4054                                                                                                                                          

A great place for barbeque – large portions, 
reasonable prices, and outstanding sauce.    
Walk-ins are welcome, but seating is very 
limited, so a best bet for take-out.         

Wild Willy’s                                                                                                                                          
209 S. Washington St. - Van Wert                                                                                                                                            
419-238-9000                                                                                                                                     
                   
Experience great food in a relaxed, friendly 
atmosphere. Wild Willy’s specializes in pizza, 
pasta, calzones, stromboli, pasta, subs and 
sandwiches

Wren Restaurant                                                                                                                                       
102 South State Route 49 - Wren                                                                                                                                             
419-495-2858                                                                                                                                          

The Wren Restaurant offers homemade menu 
items, daily specials, friendly service with 
exceptional pricing in a cozy, casual 
atmosphere. The restaurant can seat up to 60, 
offering booth, table and bar seating. The menu 
offers many choices to customers. On the main 
wall behind the bar, you will find a large lighted 
menu board listing items available on a daily 
basis. These offerings include 
sandwiches, dinner baskets, soups, side items 
and salads, Additional lit signs feature daily 
lunch & dinner specials, desserts, and other 
specialty items. The restaurant offers dine-in 
seating or carry-out availability.
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252 N. Canal Street • Delphos, OH • (419) 695-4450
TheDelphosCreamery

We were added as an 
official stop on the 

“Ohio Ice Cream Trail”

Mon-Thurs....5:30 am - 8 pm
Friday.............5:30 am - 9 pm
Saturday.........5:30 am - 8 pm
Sunday............7 am- 8 pm

The Orchard Tree Restaurant
1058 W Main St, 

Van Wert, OH 45891 
(419) 238-5235

Try our Fresh Pies • Hot Bar / Salad Bar • Daily Specials!

Ohio City Express

Pizza, Subs, Sandwiches, Salads, 
Wings, Appetizers and Fried Chicken

Hours 
 Mon-Thurs:   5:30 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. 
             Fri:   5:30 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.
             Sat:  8:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.
            Sun:  8:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.

511 W. Carmean Street, Ohio City, Ohio 45874    
419-965-9292

American Legion 
Post #178

419-238-5266

American Legion 
Post #178

631 W. Main St.
Van Wert, OH 45891

631 W. Main St.
Van Wert, OH 45891

legionpost178@gmail.com
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SPECIALTY 
DINING
Brewed 
Expressions                                                                                                                                           
1114 S. Washington St. - Van Wert                                                                                                                                             
419-605-5528                                                                                                                                          

Brewed Expressions drive-thru offers delicious 
espresso drinks, coffee, homemade baked 
goods, breakfast, lunch and much, much more. 

Brookside 
Convenience Store                                                                                                                                            
1301 W. Main St. – Van Wert                                                                                                                                             
419-238-2345                                                                                                                                          

Whether it's their delicious pizza, hot and cold 
sandwiches, hand-dipped ice cream or fresh 
ground coffee, you're sure to find something to 
love. 

Firehouse Pizza                                                                                                                                            
101 E. Jackson St. - Middle Point                                                                                                                                            
419-968-2600                                                                                                                                          

Featuring pizza, sandwiches & subs, and ice 
cream. Carry out only.

Jack’s Pizza                                                                                                                                            
225 E. Second St. - Delphos                                                                                                                                          
419-692-3010                                                                                                                                          

Winner of the 2014 Pizza Taste Off Judge’s 
Choice Award. They have pick up or delivery of 
wings, baskets, salads, subs, pizza, onion rings 
and mushrooms.

Klosterman’s Pizza                                                                                                                                            
1017 E. Main St. - Van Wert                                                                                                                                             
419-238-9966                                                                                                                                          

When folks think of a Klosterman's pizza, 
they think flavor! All of their pizzas, subs and 
lasagna feature their signature sauce and 
high-quality mozzarella and provolone cheese 
blend. Now Klosterman's Pizza is proud to 
offer their own, brand new Sweet BBQ and 

Hot wings. Klosterman's is now serving Otis 
Spunkmeyer Cookies and Pretzel Bites.

Knights Pizza LLC                                                                                                                                              
121 W. Tully St. - Convoy                                                                                                                                           
419-749-2988                                                                                                                                          

They specialize in pizzas, subs, pasta, 
stromboli, and Mexican dinners. They also 
have a unique cauliflower crust pizza, available 
in 9 and 12 inch sizes. Carry out or dine in 
available.

Little Caesar’s Pizza                                                                                                                                            
735 W. Ervin Road. Van Wert                                                                                                                                             
419-232-2628      
                                                                                                                                    
Little Caesar’s Pizza has been serving 
delicious products for more than 50 years. 
Throughout its history, Little Caesar’s has 
provided quality pizza at a great price. Little 
Caesar’s continues to use only the finest of 
ingredients. Carry out only.

Nicko’s Pizza                                                                                                                                            
404 S. Wayne St. - Van Wert                                                                                                                                             
419-238-3404                                                                                                                                          

Locally owned business featuring traditional 
as well as Greek pizza (their pre-baked crispy 
crust, sauced with their own Greek dressing, 
topped with fresh tomatoes, feta cheese, on-
ions, black olives, pepperoncinis, lightly topped 
with mozzarella and cheddar cheese and 
finished off with toasted pepperoni).

Pat’s 
Donuts & Kreme                                                                                                                                            
662 Elida Ave.  - Delphos                                                                                                                                          
419-692-0007                                                                                                                                          

A hometown pizzeria and bakery for the area 
since 1983. They take great pride in the quality 
of their food and their service. Come and see 
why they were voted the best bakery in region 
for several years running.      
                                                                                 

Niedecken’s 
Carryout                                                                                                                                              
604 S. Main St. - Delphos                                                                                                                                          
419-692-0891                                                                                                                                          
                             

Ohio City Express                                                                                                                                          
511 W. Carmean St. – Ohio City                                                                                                                                      
419-965-9292                                                                                                                                     

Carry-out offering pizza, appetizers, subs, 
sandwiches, salads and fried chicken. 

Suever Carryout &  
Baked to Perfection                                                                                                                                       
944 E. Fifth St. - Delphos                                                                                                                                          
419-692-2202    

The name says it all. Baked to Perfection is a 
hometown bakery & deli. From delicious fresh 
from the oven cookies to their famous signature 
sandwiches, Baked to Perfection has the right 
taste for you. Their delicious daily lunch spe-
cials are made fresh to order, just for you.  

SEASONAL 
DINING
B & K Drive-In                                                                                                                                         
835 W. Main St. - Van Wert                                                                                                                                             
419-238-1685                                                                                                                                          

A 1950’s drive-in noted for its draft root beer 
and root beer floats and old fashioned curb ser-
vice. Sit in your car and let the car hops wait on 
you while you enjoy the 50's style musice and 
food. They specialize in home made rootbeer 
go with your coney dog. Try all the favorites of 
the local car hops like the Loaded Fries. Yum!

Convoy 
Tastee Freeze                                                                                                                                           
117 S. Main St. - Convoy                                                                                                                                           
419-749-2442                                                                                                                                          

Located  in the center of the village, the Tastee 
Freeze serves delicious soft-serve and hard dip 
ice cream.

Klosterman’s Pizza

514 W. Hoffman St.
Ohio City, OH

419.965.2592

Rifles & Shotguns
Handguns & Ammo
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(The) Creamery                                                                                                                                         
252 N. Canal St. - Delphos                                                                                                                                          
419-695-4450                                                                                                                                          

You won't believe the quantity and the quality of 
the ice cream you'll receive for an unbeatable 
price. The list of flavors is a country mile long. 
You'll find hard dipped ice cream, soft serve ice 
cream and even sugar free ice cream! All right 
along side other scrumptious treats including 
shakes, malts, snacks and sandwiches.

Delphos Dairy Hut                                                                                                                                              
910 E. Fifth St. - Delphos                                                                                                                                          
419-692-1880                                                                                                                                          

This is ice cream at its finest. Find soft serve 
in 24 different flavors along with hard dipped 
favorites including red velvet cake and mint 
moose tracks. Stop in and try the weekly spe-
cials with an array of sandwiches and snacks. 

Rocky Top 
Ice Cream                                                                                                                                            
500 W. Ervin Road - Van Wert                                                                                                                                             
419-238-4800                                                                                                                                          
                                                                    
Family owned and operated since 1983. A true 
hometown summer gathering place! Drive-thru 
and walk up service available. Seasonal busi-
ness open from April through August. Serving 
up to 28 flavors of soft serve ice cream & 40 
hand dipped ice cream flavors including frozen 
yogurt & NSA/FF ice cream; home-made non-
dairy low-calorie, low-fat Frozen Fruit Whip & 
novelties - Jumbo Drumstix, Dilly Bars & Dixie 
Bars. Awesome ice cream soda's.

Sycamore Drive-In                                                                                                                                         
1126 Westwood Drive. - Van Wert                                                                                                                                             
419-238-0848                                                                                                                                          

Sycamore’s specialty is ice cream and frozen 
custard made daily in store, but they also offer 
sandwiches, food, coffee and more.

Willshire Drive-In                                                                                                                                         
386 Wolcott St. -  Willshire                                                                                                                                        
419-495-2088                                                                                                                                          

Traditional drive-in food, noted for their milk-
shakes, sundaes, and sandwiches.

FAST  FOOD
Arby’s                                                                                                                                                
872 N. Washington St. - Van Wert                                                                                                                                             
419-238-7249 
1850 E. Fifth St. - Delphos                                                                                                                                          
419-695-1100
                                                                                                                                                     

Burger King                                                                                                                                             
1101 S. Shannon St. Van Wert
419-238-3675

Dairy Queen                                                                                                                                            
1222 S. Shannon St. - Van Wert                                                                                                                                          
419-238-0222

McDonald’s                                                                                                                                            
1162 S. Shannon St. Van Wert                                                                                                                                             
419-238-2055
101 Christopher Crossing Van Wert                                                                                                                                             
419-238-4755
1051 Elida Road - Delphos
419-692-4527

Subway                                                                                                                                                
1112 S. Shannon 
St. Van Wert                                                                                                                                             
419-238-5653
109 Town Center 
Blvd. - Van Wert                                                                                                                                         
419-232-3600
202 W. Fifth 
St. - Delphos                                                                                                                                          
419-695-3333

Taco Bell                                                                                                                                             
1280 S. Shannon 
St. - Van Wert                                                                                                                                             
419-238-1400
201 Elida 
Road - Delphos                                                                                                                                          
419-692-1572

Wendy’s
1234 S. Shannon 
St. - Van Wert                                                                                                                                             
419-238-2811
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You can make a difference!
Foster Parents & On-

Campus Staff Needed!
The Marsh Foundation is in need of caring individuals 

to provide care to our children in our on-campus group 
homes as well as in community foster homes. If you have a 

desire to help kids (ages 0 - 17) in need of strong role 
models, contact us today!

419.238.1695 ext. 307 or
www.marshfoundation.org

Van Wert Office
419-238-9733

419 West Ervin Rd.
Van Wert, Ohio 45891

paulding Office
419-399-4444

211 North Main St.
Paulding, Ohio 45879

• Farm & Land, Residential, 
Commercial, Investment Property

• Marketing Specialists with Auction, 
Brokerage, and Direct Purchase Options

Or visit us Online at
Straleyrealty.com

eVerything We tOuch... turns tO sOld!

The most
comprehensive 

go-to website for 
Van Wert Area 

businesses.

vanwertchamber.com

118 North Washington Street, Van Wert, OH  45891
419 238-4390

Rocky Top Ice Cream 
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Come Visit Us
In Van Wert at
Centre Court

2nd Floor

205 W. 2nd St., Delphos, Ohio • 419-695-2921

www.reliablepandh.com
• Lennox heating and air 

conditioning equipment
• Goulds Pump systems
• Triangle Tube boilers
• Hot water radiant heating

• Water conditioning                    
and treatment

• A.O. Smith water heaters
• Kohler whole house generators

OH LIC #24196

www.vanwertmanor.com

160 Fox Road 
Van Wert, OH 45891
(419) 238-6655
Fax (419) 238-6696

Specializing in
• 5 gal. water 
• Softener salt

• Plumbing 
Residential & Commercial

Delivered to 
your door

419.786.0053

Specializing in
• 5 gal. water 
• Softener salt

• Plumbing 
Residential & Commercial

Delivered to 
your door

419.786.0053

Residential & Commercial
• 5 gal. water • Softener salt

• Plumbing
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419-594-7445
wagnermetal.com
11608 RD 191
Oakwood, OH 45973

ROOFING &
REMODELING
roofing
siding
decks
sun rooms

new additions
concrete & drywall
windows & gutters
garges & pole barns

LELAND SMITH INSURANCE SERVICES
Your Trusted Choice  Agency©

Auto | Home | Business | Life | Health | Farm www.lelandsmith.com
Celebrating 35 Years!

LeLand Smith inSurance ServiceS
Your Trusted Choice® Agency

Auto | Home | Business | Life | Health | Farm

www.lelandsmith.com

Celebrating 31 years

KuLwiCKi-HiLTon 
insurAnCe AgenCY
106 W. tully St., P.O. Box 539
convoy, Oh 45832 |  419.749.2121

KuLwiCKi-HiLTon 
insurAnCe AgenCY
201 W. canal St., P.O. Box 343
Ottoville, Oh 45876 |  419.453.3155

LeLAnd smiTH
insurAnCe serviCes
1175 Westwood dr. Suite 200
van Wert, Oh 45891 |  419.238.7880

LeLAnd smiTH
insurAnCe serviCes
112 S. main St., P.O. Box 713
antwerp, Oh 45813 |  419.258.1363

sHisLer 
insurAnCe AgenCY
112 W. Jackson, P.O. Box 269
Paulding, Oh 45879 |  419.399.5121

LeLand Smith inSurance ServiceS
Your Trusted Choice® Agency

Auto | Home | Business | Life | Health | Farm

www.lelandsmith.com

Celebrating 31 years

KuLwiCKi-HiLTon 
insurAnCe AgenCY
106 W. tully St., P.O. Box 539
convoy, Oh 45832 |  419.749.2121

KuLwiCKi-HiLTon 
insurAnCe AgenCY
201 W. canal St., P.O. Box 343
Ottoville, Oh 45876 |  419.453.3155

LeLAnd smiTH
insurAnCe serviCes
1175 Westwood dr. Suite 200
van Wert, Oh 45891 |  419.238.7880

LeLAnd smiTH
insurAnCe serviCes
112 S. main St., P.O. Box 713
antwerp, Oh 45813 |  419.258.1363

sHisLer 
insurAnCe AgenCY
112 W. Jackson, P.O. Box 269
Paulding, Oh 45879 |  419.399.5121

HICKEY MORRIS 
INSURANCE AGENCY
452 E. 2nd St., 
Delphos, OH 5833|419.692.5876

Let us Help you Grow your Business!
Strong Community • Strong Values • Strong Commitment
310 North Main Street, Delphos OH 45833

Bus. 419.695.1771    Fax 419.692.1751
info@delphoschamber.com        www.cityofdelphos.comwww.delphoschamber.com
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PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Van Wert City Schools                                                                                                                                          
Exceptional pre-school and kindergarten programs serve students at 
the Early Childhood Center. The elementary, middle, and high school 
students enjoy recently constructed new buildings on State Route 118. 
The Van Wert Middle School continues to be a “School to Watch” by 
the National Forum to Accelerate Middle Grades Reform for the 12th 
consecutive year. The Van Wert City Schools is a New Tech High School, 
and implements project-based learning with engaging instruction. A 
collaborative culture helps build 21st Century Skills, necessary for stu-
dent success in today’s world. The model is implemented fully in grades 
5 through 12, with project-based efforts beginning in the elementary 
school grades. Athletics and extra-curricular activities are important to 
“Cougar Pride in All We Do,” a leading  theme  in the district’s recently 
updated strategic plan. Local residents enthusiastically support Cougar 
student events.

Crestview Local Schools                                                                                                                                          
The Crestview School District is located in Convoy, Ohio, in western 
Van Wert County.  All students in grades K-12 are housed on the same 
campus in completely new and renovated facilities.  With interactive white 
boards in every classroom and laptop computers for every student in 
grades 3-12, Crestview is committed to providing their students with the 
skills they will need for the 21st century.  Crestview High School offers 
English and social studies classes for Advanced Placement college cred-
it. Students may take classes through local colleges like Northwest State 
Community College which offers online classes at Crestview for college 
credit. Crestview offers specialty classes including agriculture, computer 
programming, robotics, family and consumer sciences, accounting, along 
with numerous visual and performing arts classes. Sports are also an 

important part of the Crestview district. The Knights are competitive in 
basketball, baseball, softball, football, track, volleyball, cheerleading, 
soccer, cross country and golf. The district holds 115 Northwest Confer-
ence championships and has made 41 state tournament appearances.

Lincolnview Local Schools                                                                                                                                          
The Lincolnview School District is located on the east side of Van Wert 
County in a fairly new elementary building that was constructed in 1999 
and a newly-constructed junior/senior high school in September of 
2008. Our buildings have enhanced technology, updated accessibility, 
security and student safety equipment enhancements, efficient heating 
and air conditioning throughout the whole building, and an outstanding 
classroom space. The district embarked on a $5.4 million dollar special 
community project by constructing a 34,000 square-foot facility called 
the “Lincolnview Community Center.” The center provides residents 
of the Lincolnview school district a place where one can go to attend 
meetings, walk and use an indoor track, weight room, use three indoor 
basketball/volleyball courts, play tennis, and have use of a soccer court.  
Lincolnview Locals Schools are also totally 1:1 with computers and/
or an electronic device for every student from kindergarten through 
12th grade. Elementary programs include a Gifted Program, Character 
Counts Program, Title 1 Reading, Reading Recovery, an Accelerated 
Reader Program, and a 21st Century after-school program. High School 
programs include an Accelerated Reader Program and a full-spectrum 
arts program featuring band, choir, drama, and arts education. Lincol-
nview High School has recently added two new academic programs 
(Pre-Engineering & Bio Medical) to increase rigor and promote Science, 
Technology, Engineering, & Math – STEM. The Lincolnview Lancers 
complete in a variety of sports including cross-country, golf, volleyball, 
soccer, basketball, cheerleading, wrestling, softball, baseball, and track 
and field.

From daycare and pre-school options for our youngest citizens to post-secondary options for older students, 
the Van Wert area offers outstanding choices.
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Delphos City Schools                                                                                                                                          
Delphos City Schools serve over 1,100 students and is home to the 
Wildcats! Delphos City Schools have received “Excellent with Distinc-
tion” and A’s on the new Interactive State Report Card. Delphos City 
Schools’ Performance Index ranked in the top 15 percent of all schools 
in the state of Ohio. Landeck Elementary ranked in the top 2 percent 
of all school buildings in Ohio. Delphos City Schools falls in the lowest 
8 percent of expenditures per pupil in the state. Delphos Digital Acad-
emy was created in 2012 to serve the needs of students outside the 
traditional classroom. Delphos City Schools received a second Straight 
A Grant Innovation award in 2016 in which we received $999,785 for 
the building of a new Career Connection Student Center to encourage 
career exploration.  Delphos City Schools encourage positive working re-
lationships, assists in employability and work force development through 
their School Business Partnership program. Delphos Jefferson offers a 
variety of award winning athletics and is a proud founding member of 
the Northwest Athletic Conference since 1947. Delphos City Schools 
serves all students from Transition classes for students with special 
needs to Advanced Placement and College Credit Plus through Rhodes 
State University. Students have the opportunity to participate in a wide 
variety of organizations such as Student Council, Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes and our award-winning Future Farmers of America (FFA) and 
Family, Career and Community Leaders of America (FCCLA).  
 

PRIVATE SCHOOLS

St. Mary of the 
Assumption Catholic School                                                                                                                      
St. Mary of the Assumption Catholic School is the only option for a 
Christ-centered education for children in grades K-6 in Van Wert County. 
While adhering to the teaching of the Catholic Church the school is 
open to children of all faiths. 30 percent of the students are non-Cath-
olic. The only difference between Catholic and non-Catholic students 
is that non-Catholic students do not receive Catholic sacraments.  St. 
Mary’s has been educating the students of greater Van Wert for more 
than 55 years.  It is a fully accredited non-public charter school that 
meets of the Ohio Department of Education requirements.  St. Mary’s 
has an experienced staff, fully licensed by the Ohio Department of 

Education, consisting of caring, compassionate individuals who are 
committed to implementing 21st Century learning skills and methods in 
their classrooms. St. Mary’s offer a free morning Latchkey program that 
starts at 7:30 a.m. and have an sfter school Latchkey program that runs 
until 5:30 p.m. Students in grades 1-3 each have their own iPads and 
students in grades 4-6 each have their own Chrome books to be used in 
the classroom on a regular basis. St. Mary’s students also participate in 
art, music, physical fitness, library, and technology classes.  When stu-
dents leave St. Marys they are equipped with excellent academic skills 
and the ability to make sound moral decisions when life presents them 
with obstacles to overcome. 

Delphos St. John’s School                                                                                                                                           
          St. John the Evangelist Catholic School is a K-12 private Catholic 
campus.  With over 100 years of history, St. John’s is a school rich in 
tradition.  The Blue Jay family continues to build the tradition through 
academic excellence, strong faith practices, annual service opportuni-
ties, as well as musical and athletic achievements.  Students excel on 
state and national levels, consistently scoring above the average on ACT 
tests and state exams, while achieving the highest attendance/gradu-
ation rates.  In addition to the lessons taught within the curriculum, the 
clubs and organizations  at St. John’s provide the discipline and leader-
ship skills needed beyond graduation.  Whether students pursue higher 
education, a career in the workforce or aspirations to serve our country, 
they are educated to be well-rounded, faith-based and independent 
individuals. The staff and faculty are second to none, striving to provide 
educational, spiritual, and emotional growth to all students. They are 
blessed to have an active and vibrant alumni base.  Thousands of past 
students give back to current Blue Jays through volunteerism, prayer, 
and monetary donations.  Through the generous contributions from our 
fall parish festival, the spring benefit auction and the St. John Parish 
Foundation, to name a few, the school continues to thrive and grow.  We 
work to continue the growth and advancement of the “Faith, Tradition, 
and Excellence” on which our Blue Jay family has been built.  As an 
educational institution rooted in the Catholic faith and its teachings, they 
hold the beliefs as set forth in “Our Credo” to be the guiding principles in 
the education and the upbringing of their students.  St. John the 
Evangelist Catholic School encourages everyone to learn and live a 
Christ-centered life which makes the school a “tradition worth keeping.”

Saint Marys SchoolVan Wert Middle School

Lincolnview School
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VOCATIONAL TRAINING
Vantage Career Center & Ohio Technical Center                                                                                                            
Vantage Career Center serves high school students from 13 area 
schools and adults in four counties. High school students can choose 
from 17 different career technical programs including College Credit Plus 
courses. Vantage offers a nationally recognized curriculum taught by 
industry experts using advanced technology and equipment in a “hands-
on” learning environment. Technical and academic skills are taught for 
high demand careers. High school students exceed U.S. Department of 
Education high performance targets in academic achievement, technical 
skill attainment, and positive post-program placement. Forty percent of 
Vantage graduates attend college while the rest excel in today’s highly 
technical workforce. Students can participate in home high school 
extra-curricular activities while attending Vantage and also have the 
opportunity to connect with and enrich their community through 
career-focused service projects. The Ohio Technical Center at Vantage is 
a nationally accredited postsecondary institution through the 
Accrediting Commission of Career Schools and Colleges (ACCSC). 
It provides training and education for certifications, credentials, and 
licenses in the health, trade, and industry fields. The Ohio Technical 
Center continually works with area employers to meet training workforce 
needs. Strategic partnerships with other higher education institutions like 
Northwest State Community College and Wright State University-Lake 
Campus have strengthened program and class offerings for businesses 
and the community by being available at Vantage Career Center.

POST-SECONDARY OPTIONS

Wright State University 
– Lake Campus                                                                                                                                   
Wright State University is a public research university whose main 
campus is in Fairborn, Ohio, just outside of Dayton. The University has 
a branch campus located on Grand Lake St. Marys in Celina, Ohio, just 
a 40-minute commute from Van Wert. The branch offers 17 Associate 
Degree programs, 16 Bachelor Degree programs and a Masters’ Degree 
in Business Center.

Northwest State 
Community College                                                                                                                        
Northwest State Community College, headquartered in Archbold, Ohio, 
offers students tremendous classroom and hands-on learning and train-
ing opportunities in Van Wert, as wells as short-term certificate programs 
in the Industrial Technologies Division. Taking classes held at Vantage 

Career Center, students can earn as much as 29-credit hours in as little 
as eight months. Available programs include computer numerical control 
(CNC) operations and industrial automation maintenance (IAM).

University of Northwest Ohio                                                                                                                                             
The University of Northwestern Ohio was founded in 1920. There are five 
colleges within the university: College of Applied Technologies, College 
of Business, College of Health Professions, College of Occupational 
Professions, and Graduate College granting Associate, Baccalaureate 
and Master Degrees. UNOH has educated students from all 50 states 
and 61 countries, and currently has nearly 4,500 students enrolled from 
40 states and 49 countries. UNOH is a residential campus located in 
Lima, Ohio, a 26-minute compute from Van Wert. The University is known 
worldwide as a leader in the automotive, diesel, and high performance 
industries, but also offers over 60 degree programs in business, health, 
marketing, information technology, and many other fields of study. There 
is a focus on small class sizes which allow students and professors more 
one-on-one time. Graduates will leave UNOH well-prepared for a career 
in their chosen field.

Rhodes State College                                                                                                                                          
Rhodes State College is a public community college in Lima, Ohio.  The 
college shares a campus with the Ohio State University at Lima. The 
college prepares students for entry into careers, develops the regional 
workforce through credit and non-credit occupational training, and offers 
curricular programs that prepare students for transfer completion bacca-
laureate programs at selected colleges and universities. 

SPECIAL EDUCATION OPTIONS

The Marsh Foundation                                                                                                                                       
Housed in a complex of historic buildings along the former Lincoln 
Highway, the school and an associated children's home were founded in 
1923 to serve impoverished children throughout northwestern Ohio. To-
day, youth referred to The Marsh Foundation receive intensive treatment 
services to address a variety of behavioral and emotional issues. The 
Marsh provides a safe place to live while learning new skills. The Marsh 
Foundation offers on-campus group homes for males and females ages 
7—17. In addition to group homes, the Marsh maintains a strong network 
of foster and adoptive homes in the community.
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The Thomas Edison Center                                                                                                                                           
The Thomas Edison Center began providing services to individual with 
disabilities in 1968. Since that time the center has meant something 
different to every individual who has ever been a part of the program. 
The one basic truth represented throughout, however,  has been oppor-
tunity – the opportunity for individuals to live, to grow and to achieve. The 
Thomas Edison Center has a workforce of approximately 90 dedicated 
individuals skilled in material handling, sorting and reorientation of parts, 
lawn care and landscaping and janitorial services. The opportunity to 
work in the community can increase income, advance careers and pro-
mote choice. The center works with employers to establish partnerships 
that will enhance employment opportunities.

DAY CARE CENTERS & PRE-SCHOOLS

Convoy Preschool                                                                                                                                        
419-749-2383
                                                                                                                                                      

Delphos St. John’s Pre-School                                                                                                                                       
419-692-9806

First United 
Methodist Preschool                                                                                                                                        
419-238-0631

Kids Learning Place                                                                                                                                            
 419-238-0822

Kreative Learning                                                                                                                                         
419-695-5934

Tender Times Child 
Development Center                                                                                                                                           
419-236-1495

Van Wert Early 
Childhood Center                                                                                                                                 
419-238-0384

Vantage Preschool                                                                                                                                        
419-686-3944
 

Wee Care Day Care Center                                                                                                                                           
419-238-9918
                                                                                                              

We invite and encourage you to come and see what we have to 
offer. A personal tour of our facilities can be arranged by 

telephoning the School Office.

St. Mary’s is committed to 
offering the best in academic 
and religious education in 
a way that is affordable for 
everyone.

611 Jennings Road, Van Wert, Ohio 45891
(419) 238- 5186 www.stmarysroyals.org

VWCSVWCS

Saint Marys School
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By 1910, America was mass producing automobiles and selling 
them to wealthy individuals for recreation. But, automobiles were 
only good for a short drive in the city as long as you didn’t stray 
too far out because there were no good roads, gas stations, 
or repair shops. The roads weren’t marked, there were no real 
maps, and so the automobile was just a toy for the upper class 
to be used on Sundays around town.

A few forward-thinking individuals began to 
reason that if a single good road were to be built 
connecting the Atlantic to the Pacific, communi-
ties close to the highway would begin building 
connecting roads to it.  They believed that more 
distant communities would build additional roads 
to hook up with the new connecting roads, and 
soon a whole national network of roads would 
be built on the backbone of the transcontinental 
highway. Thus the automobile would become a 
practical form of transportation for everybody.

The history of the Lincoln Highway officially 
began September 14, 1913, with a grand announcement of the 
route of the proposed Lincoln Highway. The driving force behind 
this effort were industry leaders Henry D. Joy of Packard Motor 
Company; Frank A. Seilberling of Goodyear Rubber; and Carl 
Fisher, founder of the Prest-O-Lite Company, maker of carbide 
car headlights and founder of the Indianapolis Motor Speedway 
in 1911. This first coast-to-coast route began at Times Square 
in New York City and ended 3,389 miles to the west in Lincoln 
Park, San Francisco.  

The Lincoln Highway route in Ohio followed a path through 
several county seats across the North Central part of the State 
by way of the best roads at that time. These cities included East 
Liverpool, Lisbon, Canton, Wooster. Ashland, Mansfield, Galion, 
Bucyrus, Upper Sandusky, Lima and Van Wert.

Soon the success of the Lincoln Highway inspired the creation 
of other transcontinental routes and connecting roads which 
sped up the much-needed network of roads. Like the Lincoln 
Highway, these routes and trails were typically marked with sym-
bols and colored strips, usually on utility poles. With hundreds of 
different trails throughout the United States (many of them over-
lapping one another), the resulting maze of symbols and colors 
caused more confusion than convenience.  In 1926, the federal 

government saw the need for a national network of numbered 
routes and designated much of the Lincoln Highway as U. S. 30 
and the now-familiar federal highway shields started going up 
and the signs with symbols and stripes started coming down. 

The Lincoln Highway was completed in 1915 at a cost of 10 
million dollars. Funding for the project came from 
cash donations of one per cent of the revenues from 
automobile manufacturers and accessory compa-
nies. The public could also become members of the 
highway organization for five dollars.

With state and federal governments soon in the 
business of road building, the Lincoln Highway 
Association ceased operations in 1927. As a final 
tribute to the historic road and as a memorial to 
Abraham Lincoln, nearly 2,500 concrete posts were 
set on the transcontinental route, with 241 of them 
in Ohio, some of which can be found yet today. On 
September 1, 1928, Boy Scout troops from cities 
and towns along the highway performed the task of 

placing the posts. Each of these markers had a smaller version 
of the traditional red, white, and blue Lincoln Highway logo, a 
medallion with a bust of Lincoln, and the inscription “This high-
way dedicated to Abraham Lincoln” embedded into each post.

A free guidebook to the historic Lincoln Highway in Van Wert 
County is available at the office of the Van Wert Area Convention 
and Visitors Bureau. You may also request a copy be sent to you 
by contacting the office.
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15945 Middle Point Road 
Van Wert, Ohio  45891 
(419) 968-2226 

Home of the Lancers 

Lincolnview  
Elementary
2018 Prestigious 
“Momentum 
Award” by the Ohio 
Department of    
Education

Lincolnview JH/HS

2018 Recognized “Best High 
School” by US News & World 
Reports

 

Lincolnview Community Center 

2018 Community Invested:  A New $4.5 
million Community Center

“Rooted in the community, the premier educational destination 
for the success of all learners.” 
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Agriculture
The twenty-first century has new things in 
store for Van Wert’s agriculture industry, a vital 
competitor in today’s world of globalization. 
Today’s modern farmers, food processors, 
and other agribusinesses keep competitive in 
this ever-changing landscape by aggressively 
marketing to sell local agricultural products in 
the Buckeye State, across the nation and around 
the world.

From farm to table, the agriculture sector of Van 
Wert County is a leading industry and an import-
ant economic component of the local economy. 
Statewide, farming creates a ripple effect that 
contributes more than $105 billion a year to 
Ohio’s economy. Food and agriculture exports 
are important ingredients in the recipe for Van 
Wert County’s economic success, one that helps 
insure continued prosperity, stability and vitality 
for its citizens.

Van Wert County has a wide array of farms- 
small and large, specialized and diversified, crop 
and livestock, part-time and full-time, integrated 
and independent – as well as niche and broad 

market producers. Van Wert County’s products 
have shown up all over the world thanks to 
public and private efforts that take advantage 
of marketing opportunities in foreign lands. This 
exemplifies the willingness and ability of Van 
Wert County farmers to recognize and capitalize 
on opportunities.

The progressive farming community in Van Wert 
County has led it to rank among the top counties 
across the state of Ohio in the production of soy-
beans, corn and wheat. In addition to those tradi-
tional corn-belt crops, Van Wert County is unique 
in its production of distinctive products such as 
popcorn. Van Wert County leads the state of 
Ohio with more acres of popcorn harvested, and 
it is a significant contributor of popcorn produc-
tion in the United States. Furthermore, Van Wert 
County is playing a key role in the expansion of 
the pork industry. Today’s U.S. pork industry is 
experiencing phenomenal growth as it continues 
to meet worldwide consumer demand for what 
has become the most popular meat product. 
Local pork producers continue to expand an 
incorporate high-quality standards into every 
level of their business. 

The county boasts 248,000 acres of fertile and 
productive soil. Over 90 percent of the soils in 

Van Wert County are classified as prime farm-
land. Conservation practices used throughout 
the county help minimize soil and sediment from 
entering county waterways. Water availability 
and quality are important public concerns. Con-
serving water resources and protecting water 
supplies are high priorities for county farmers. 
Technology has also enhanced farm steward-
ship and farm profitability through utilization of 
integrated pest management systems coupled 
with satellite technology and precision farming 
techniques that maximize environmental protec-
tion from fertilizer and pesticide placement. 

There are several local, state, federal and 
private agriculture agencies, businesses and 
organizations that are very active in the farming 
community providing research, services and 
supplies in all areas of agricultural production. 
This strong support system serves many needs 
Van Wert County farmers have in all levels 
of production and has assisted producers to 
remain remarkably competitive in the face of 
change in the global agriculture industry. The 
agriculture industry in Van Wert County is poised 
to embrace novel ideas that will maintain its 
prominence as one of the most agriculturally 
productive areas in the state.

Van Wert County - Economic Look 15Manufacturing  - Van Wert County

Doing Business in Van Wert
The Van Wert community is justifiably proud 
of its industries. We have a variety of area 
businesses that produce high quality products. 
Our industries and their employees are equally 
proud of their work, and there was a time when 
they were eager to share with the general pub-
lic insight into their businesses.  Unfortunately, 
times have changed, and with the volatile 
nature of the world today, all industrial enter-
prises are required to take extreme measures 
to protect their safety, the well-being of their 
employees and the integrity of their products. 
All industries are severely limiting access to 
their facilities. If you are interested in touring 
any of our local industries, please contact the 
Van Wert Area Convention & Visitors Bureau 
who will try to turn your request into reality.

• Advanced Biological Marketing                                                                                                                        
– manufacturer of biological products for crop 
production, institutional sanitation and environ-
mental waste management.

•Alliance Automation                                                                                                                                       
- experts in designing and building automation 
systems that optimize production processes, 
from small stand-alone machines, gauges and 
fixtures to fully automated assembly lines.

• Baker Built Products                                                                                                                                         
 – a quality custom fabricator of various items 
such as racks, carts, and tables; cutting and 
shaping of aluminum;  manufacturing and 
modification of parts and dies, etc. including Air 
Wings air deflectors for Honda motorcycles.

• Braun Industries                                                                                                                                       
– Braun Industries, Inc. has been manufactur-
ing custom, quality ambulances since 1972.  
With an extensive dealer network serving 
customers throughout the country, Braun 
delivers hundreds of emergency vehicles each 
year. They  manufacture eight top of the line 
ambulance models that are “Built for Life.”                                           
                                                     
• Bunge North America                                                                                                                                          
– a primary supplier of high quality agricultural 
commodities and value-added, specialized food 
and feed ingredients and food products to the 
global marketplace.

• Continental Structural Plastics                                                                                                               
- creates lightweight composite Class A body 
panels and structural components to serve 
customers in the light vehicle, heavy truck, 

HVAC and construction markets.

• COOL Machines                                                                                                                                         
– Cool Machines is setting the standards when 
it comes to blowing machines and vacuums 
and now offering commercial-grade outdoor 
equipment at residential pricing.

• Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                            
– Raising turkeys and hogs from their first day 
of life, providing high quality products. Founded 
in 1938, by Virgil and Virginia Cooper, Cooper 
Farms is still family owned and operated.

• Eaton Industries                                                                                                                                       
 –  a respected name in fluid power compo-
nents and extruded plastic products, recog-
nized throughout the world among mobile 
and industrial, aerospace and automotive 
customers.

• Eisenhauer Manufacturing                                                                                                                                    
– aluminum, brass, copper, sheet metal, and 
stainless steel stampings.

• Elmco Engineering Ohio                                                                                                                                     
– a leading manufacturer of new and rebuilt 
powered metal equipment of all makes and 
sizes.

• Federal Mogul                                                                                                                                            
– a supplier of automotive components and 
sub-systems serving the world's original equip-
ment manufacturers and the aftermarket.

• Greif Brothers                                                                                                                                         
– produces and sells shipping containers 
and materials, such as fiber, steel and plastic 
drums, multi-wall bags and other related items.

• KAM Manufacturing                                                                                                                                    
   – A cut/sew/ship contractor specializing in 
quilted fashion purses. They produce the line of 
purses and accessories known as  Stephanie 
Dawn.

 • Kennedy Manufacturing                                                                                                                                    
 – produces and markets industrial tool storage 
equipment, including steel tool chests, roller 
cabinets, stationary and mobile workbenches, 
modular storage cabinets and specialized tool 
storage.

• Lakeview Farms                                                                                                                                           
– a leading source of fine dips, cheese 
spreads, sour cream and desserts.

• Leesburg Looms                                                                                                                                           
– handcrafted table and floor looms and 
weaving supplies.

• MEK Group                                                                                                                                            
- specializes in the manufacture of metal 
components for automotive, hydraulics and 
pneumatics, and household goods and furni-
ture industries. 

• National Door and Trim                                                                                                                                     
– provides a variety of door styles, molding and 
profiles and wood species.
‐  
•  Plastics Recycling Technology                                                                        
– a leader in the plastic  reprocessing industry.

• Tecumseh Corrugated Box Co                                                                                                                                          
– manufactures corrugated boxes, partitions 
and pallets; wood framed corrugated packaging 
services.

• TEEM Wholesale, Inc.                                                                                                                                             
-  a wholesale distributor and manufacturer 
offering a full line of custom wood doors, mold-
ings, and stair parts to meet new construction 
or remodeling needs.

• Toledo Molding & Die                                                                                                                                              
– A supplier of Interior and Air/Fluid Man-
agement Systems for the global automotive 
industry serving more than 20 international 
automotive customers.

• Universal Lettering                                                                                                                                        
– has been providing personalized jackets for 
many different groups for over 60 years includ-
ing having designed the first Future Farmers of 
America (FFA) Jacket in 1933 and still remains 
the primary supplier of the world's famous FFA 
jacket.

• Unverferth Manufacturing Co                                                                                                                                        
- a leading manufacturer and marketer of tillage 
equipment, pull-type sprayers, hay and grain 
handling equipment, and agricultural dual and 
specialty wheels.

• Wannemacher Total Logistics                                                                                                                             
- Wannemacher Packaging's Liquid Fill plant 
specializes in filling honey, agave, and Hot Fill.

MANUFACTURING
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Nearly half of insurance professionals will be on the verge 
of retirement within the next 15 years, creating more than 
400,000 open positions. This industry offers ample oppor-
tunity for career growth and advancement through multiple 
career paths including:

central-insurance.com

Scan to watch 
our video 
Team Central: 
Check Us Out!

Looking for job security?
Look to the insurance industry!

If you’re looking for a rewarding career in a stable industry, 
check out our website for employment opportunities at our 
home office location in Van Wert, or at one of our regional 
offices!

• Accounting
• Actuarial and analytics
• Claims
• Customer Service
• Human Resources

• Information Technology
• Law and regulation
• Marketing and communications
• Underwriting

February 2                                                                          
Jefferson Starship 
  
February 8                                                                                                                                              
Main Street Chocolate Walk

February 16                                                                                                                                               
The King’s Singers  

February 16                                                                                                                                               
5th Annual Stephanie Dawn Handbag & 
Fabric Sale

February 23                                                                                                                                               
Ohio Has Talent

February 24                                                                                                                                               
Candid Camera

March 2                                                                                                                                                
Travis Tritt   
 
March 7 – 27                                                                                                                                               
The Sunshine Boys  
  
March 10                                                                                                                                               
The Very Hungry Caterpillar  
 
March 16                                                                                                                                               
The Texas Tenors  

March 17                                                                                                                                               
Rain: A Tribute to the Beatles

March 24                                                                                                                                               
The Church Basement Ladies

April 11 – 13                                                                                                                                               
Seussical the Musical

April 12 – 14                                                                                                                                               
18th Annual Southern Gospel Expo

April 12 – May 5                                                                                                                                                
Wassenberg Art Center High School 
Invitational

April 14                                                                                                                                               
Sanctus Real

April 28                                                                                                                                               
Herman’s Hermits with Peter Noone

May 2 – 12                                                                                                                                               
Little Shop of Horrors

May 4                                                                                                                                                 
Sound of Music

May 18                                                                                                                                                
Walter Hinton Commemoration

June 7 – 9                                                                                                                                                
Annual Van Wert Peony Festival

June 7                                                                                                                                                
Fountain Park Concert

June 8 – 9                                                                                                                                                
57th Annual Jubilee Flower Show

June 9                                                                                                                                                
Stadium Park Concert

June 21 – 23                                                                                                                                               
Willshire Days

June 21                                                                                                                                               
Bless the Train – A Toto Tribute Band

June 23                                                                                                                                               
Stadium Park Concert

June 28                                                                                                                                               
Daryl Dasher Band

July 4                                                                                                                                                
24th Annual Firecracker Century Bike Tour

July 4                                                                                                                                                
Holiday at Home

July 4 – 7                                                                                                                                                
44th Annual Old Fashioned Farmers Days

July 5                                                                                                                                                
Lima Symphony Pops

July 7                                                                                                                                                
Stadium Park Concert

July 12                                                                                                                                               
Waylon, Willie & Cash

July 19 – 21                                                                                                                                               
51st Annual Ohio City Lambert Days

July 19                                                                                                                                               
Satisfied – The Music of the Rolling 
Stones

July 20                                                                                                                                               
Town Creek Live

July 20 – 21                                                                                                                                               
Knife & Gun Show

July 21                                                                                                                                               
Stadium Park Concert

July 25 – 28
33rd annual Wetzel Land party & 
swap meet. National acts go to Wet-
zelmc.com or visit us on Facebook 
at Wetzelland

July 25 – 28                                                                                                                                               
33rd Annual Wetzelland Swamp 
Meet & Rally

July 27 – 28                                                                                                                                               
Railroad Heritage Weekend

August 1 – 4                                                                                                                                                
32nd Annual U.S. Highway 127 Yard 
Sale

August 1 – 3                                                                                                                                                
Stephanie Dawn Outlet Sale

August 2                                                                                                                                                
The Everly Set

August 3                                                                                                                                                
13th Annual Jon Amundson Memo-
rial Antique Tractor Ride

August 4                                                                                                                                                
Stadium Park Concert

August 8 – 10                                                                                                                                               
14th Annual Lincoln Highway 
BuyWay Yard Sale

August 18                                                                                                                                               
Stadium Park Concert

August 28 – 
September 2                                                                                                                                                
163rd Annual Van Wert County Fair

September 1                                                                                                                                                
104th Annual Gymanfa Ganu

September 13 – 14                                                                                                                                               
9th Annual Bluegrass Festival

September 13 – 15                                                                                                                                               
63rd Annual Delphos Canal Days

September 21 
– October 27                                                                                                                                               
32nd Annual Lincoln Ridge Fall 
Mums & Pumpkin Festival

September 28                                                                                                                                               
Harvest Moon Festival

October 18 – 19                                                                                                                                               
33rd Annual Van Wert County 
Apple Festival

November 27 
– December 31                                                                                                                                               
 Lighting of the Children’s Christ-
mas Garden

November 27 
– December 31                                                                                                                                               
Holiday Lights at the Fair

December 1                                                                                                                                                
Willshire Christmas in the Park

2019

2018 Chocolate Walk

2018 Town Creek Live

Wassenberg
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PARKS
Smiley Park 
1425 Leeson Ave. - Van Wert                                                                                                                                             

This action packed park is located on the west side 
of Van Wert near the Van Wert Municipal Airport. It is 
home to the award-winning Children’s Garden that 
encompasses the Butterfly House and numerous 
themed gardens. The Children’s Garden is trans-
formed into the Christmas Garden during the holiday 
season.  

Fountain Park 
200 W. Main St. – Van Wert                                                                                                                                             

Beautiful Fountain Park is located at the corner of 
West Main Street and South Jefferson Street, right 
downtown across from the historic Brumback Library. 
A great place to nestle down on a park bench to 
read and enjoy a book. The park is also the home of 
the Summer Fountain Park Music Series 

Rotary Park 
1270 S. Washington St. – Van Wert                                                                                                                                             

Rotary Park encompasses the Reservoir Recre-
ational Area, and home of the new Van Wert Dog 
Park.

Reservoir Recreational Area  
Located behind the Van Wert County Hospital                                                                                                                                         

This area has been developed to provide boating 
and fishing as well as a 3.1 mile Health Trail, a 
nature area, sledding in the winter and plenty of 
parking. The boat dock, a handicap dock, and a 
wheelchair accessible dock can be found on the 
South Reservoir and is accessible from Peter Collins 
Road.

Memorial Park
- American Legion Past
631 W. Main St. – Van Wert                                                                                                                                             

The park provides lots of open space in its 2.1 
acres, as well as a Veterans Monument and Garden 
Club gardens. 

Jubilee Park 
137 Gleason Ave. – Van Wert                                                                                                                                             

Jubilee Park is one of the oldest parks in Van Wert 
and has gone through many changes throughout 
the years. There is something here for everyone 
including picnic pavilions, peony gardens, youth 
ball fields, basketball courts, playground areas, and 
volleyball court.                        
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The pride of any community can be seen in the beauty of their parks. 
Van Wert County offers plenty of outdoor recreation! Tee up at one of our 
many beautiful golf courses, hike and bike across miles of scenic beauty. 

Rotary Athletic Complex 
John Brown Road – Van Wert

The Rotary Athletic Complex is a wide open 
grass area that is not completely developed. It 
has  a practice baseball/softball field, practice 
flag football fields, and  soccer fields.

Franklin Park
305 Frothingham St. – Van Wert                 
                                                                                                                           
This new park, built on the site of the former 
Franklin Elementary School, has Van Wert’s 
only  pickleball court, and a seasonal ice-skat-
ing rink among with amenities. The pavilion 
features an outdoor community living room with 
conversation-style seating and an entertaining 
area to hold up to 100 guests. Franklin Park’s 
splash pad offers neighborhood children a 
place to play in the water. The 2- to 5-year-old 
playground and 5- to 12-year-old playground 
provide activities for all children – no matter 
their age or physical ability. The park has many 
opportunities for swinging, sliding, climbing and 
spinning. Therapeutic and sensory play stations 
are mixed into the design.

Hiestand Woods
1510 Hospital Dr – Van Wert Drive

Hiestand Woods Park was established in 1945 
as a way to ensure the preservation of the 
wooded portion of the Hiestand family farm. It 
includes  hiking trails and good bird-watching 
opportunities. 

YMCA - Camp Clay
9196 Liberty Union Rd – Van Wert Road

The five-acre aqua park is one of the most 
unique public swimming spots in Northwest 
Ohio. The inflatable water playground has 
multiple slides, rocket rockers and splash mats 
while featuring a blob bag and zip line for our 
thrill-seeking patrons with a log roll new in 
2016. Also included is a paddle boat and canoe 
area to foster beginning boating skills and qual-
ity family time. Camp Clay is also a 140 acre 
private rental facility including a reconstructed 
1837 cabin, nature center, shelter house, high 
and low ropes course and climbing wall.

Edgewood Park
5348 State Route 49 Convoy

This park has a pond for fishing (there is a 
catch and release policy), ball fields, basketball 
courts, horseshoe pits, and  a soccer field, 

Fireman’s Park 
State Route 118 -Ohio City

Fireman’s Park includes  baseball diamonds, a 
playground, horseshoe courts, and basketball 
courts.

Water Tower Park
Ohio City

Located in downtown Ohio City at the base 
of the town water tower. There is a baseball 
diamond, playground, basketball courts and 
picnic tables available.

Middle Point Ball Park

The Middle Point Ball Park is located on Adams 

Street in the village of Middle Point. This park 
has ball  diamonds, a tennis court, basketball 
court, horseshoe pit, a shuffleboard court, bat-
ting cages, and playground  equipment. There 
is also a shelter house with full kitchen facilities 
and restrooms which can be rented.

Stadium Park - Delphos
Located at 1000 Park Ave.
Stadium Park has a swimming pool, a 159-foot 
waterslide,  tennis courts,  basketball courts,  
sand volleyball courts, baseball diamonds, 
softball diamonds, a playground, walking trails 
and a shelter house. The park boasts a gazebo, 
where a summer music program is held on 
several Sunday evenings June through August.

Garfield Park - Delphos

Located on South Clay Street, this park has a 
basketball court, a tennis court and playground 
equipment. Soccer fields are adjacent to the 
park. The annual Marbletown Festival is held 
here each August.

Leisure Park - Delphos

Located on Lima Avenue on the city’s south-
east side, the park features horseshoe pits, a 
disc golf course, shelter house, walking trails 
and playground equipment.

Waterworks Park - Delphos
The park, located on Suthoff Street, boasts two 
shelter houses, basketball courts, skateboard 
park, playground equipment and a softball 
diamond.
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Biking & Hiking
The flat landscape of northern Van Wert 
County provides an easy ride for cyclists 
who enjoy the serenity of riding less-traveled 
byways in a rural setting. The southern end of 
the county offers a bit more rolling terrain, but 
again, along quiet country roads that allow for 
safe family biking. The Van Wert County Park 
District maintains a 2.5 mile walking/biking trail 
at the western edge of the city between the 
Rotary Athletic Complex and Richey Road. The 
trail is open to any non-motorized vehicle. A 
second hiking/biking trail can be found between 
the villages of Ohio City and Elgin across the 
southern part of the county. A .7 mile hiking 
trail can be found in Hiestand Woods Park 
and a 2.7 mile trail is found at the Reservoir 
Recreation Area. The Convention and  Visitors 
Bureau can provide you with biking maps that 
show a number of different trails with varying  
distances.

Tennis                                                                                                                                               

 The popularity of tennis in the Van Wert area 
continues to grow. The Van Wert County Tennis 
Association and the Van Wert County Founda-
tion joined efforts to make the Van Wert Tennis 
Complex a reality in 2013. Located at the 
Van Wert High School, the six-court complex 
received a national award of excellence from 
the United States Tennis Association for this 
project. The courts are open to the public. 
There are additional tennis courts located at 
Smiley Park and at Edgewood Park in Convoy, 
and Stadium Park & Garfield Park in Delphos.

Swimming                                                                                                                                              

Splashing, wading, and paddling — it must 
mean a great day in the water. Playing at the 
beach, at a water park, by a lake, or in a pool 
can be a real treat on a hot day. Swimming is 
available at Stadium Park in Delphos and at the 
YMCA Camp Clay in Van Wert. 

Golfing 
Willlow Bend Country Club                                                                                                                                            
Willow Bend Country Club is a private country 
club, although out-of-town visitors are invited to 
call for information about open times. Hours of 
operation are 8 a.m. to dusk. It is a nine-hole, 
35par course. Willow Bend has a driving range, 
a practice green, pro shop, restaurant and 
snack bar. Lessons are offered. The country 
club is located at 579 Hospital Drive at the 
southern edge of the city. 

Hickory Sticks Golf Club
Located two miles south of Van Wert, at 12083 
US 127, Hickory Sticks Golf Club is situated 
on 200 acres of beautiful, rolling farmland with 
stands of mature trees, radiant ponds and a 
flowing creek.  Owned by the YMCA of Van 
Wert County, Hickory Sticks is an 18-hole pub-
lic golf course with four additional holes on "the 
mounds", designated for youth golf, disc golf 
and foot golf.  Lush fairways and fast greens 
allow any golfer to challenge their skills with 
varying tee lengths, while remaining friendly to 
all skill levels.  A driving range is available for 
practice or warming up before teeing off, along 
with a quality chipping and putting green for 
sharpening your short game.  Hickory Sticks 
also has a pro-shop, food and snack bar and 
offer lessons. Find Hickory Sticks on Facebook 
or call 419-238-0441.

Delphos Country Club                                                                                                                                             
The Delphos Country Club is located at 7055 
Shenk Road, northwest of Delphos. It is a 
semi-private course with memberships avail-
able. The course is open from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
It is an 18-hole 71 par course. They provide a 
driving range, practice green, pro shop, restau-
rant, and snack bar. Lessons can be arranged 
by  appointment.

Hunting                                                                                                                                               
                                                                        
Hunting is limited in the Van Wert County area 
due to the lack of woodlands and public lands. 
However, hunters are still able to find deer, fox, 
coyote, squirrel, rabbit, Canada Geese, ducks, 
pheasants, mourning doves, ground hog and 
raccoon in large numbers. About 18 years 
ago, a program was launched to release wild 
turkeys in the county and hunters are reporting 
increasing kills. Be sure to get permission of 
property owners before hunting on private 
property. A valid Ohio hunting license is 
required. 

Thorn Bottom Hunting Facility                                                                                                                                         
The year-round maintenance of Thorn Bottom 
Hunting is for the sole purpose of providing 
quality hunting. The farm includes wetlands, 
brush piles, oxbows, wood and food plots. 
When you hunt with them, you or your group 
are assigned your own area to hunt, no other 
groups will be in your area. Their goal is for you 
to have a quality hunt as close to hunting wild 
pheasants as you can on any preserve.

Fishing
Fishing is available at two Van Wert City Reser-
voirs at the south side of the city, as well as along 
the Little Auglaize and St. Marys rivers, and Dog 
Creek. Anglers may hook bluegill, bowfin, channel 
catfish, crappie, large mouth bass, pickerel, 
sauger, small mouth bass, and sunfish among 
others. The Delphos Gillmor Reservoir, located 
at the intersection of Shenk and Brickner roads 
just north of US 30, has 50 acres of water and 
a shoreline that extends 1.1 miles. There is a 
parking lot and a boat ramp. Fishing is also good 
at Van Wert Reservoir 2, located the Reservoir 
Recreational Area. This lake is 65 acres in size. 
It is 25 feet deep at its deepest point. There are 
also numerous farm ponds in the county stocked 
with fish. Be sure to get permission from the pond 
owner before fishing on private property. A valid 
Ohio fishing license is required.
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Canoeing & 
Kayaking
Auglaize Canoe & Kayak was established in 
2013 by Douglas and Bonnie Weller on their 
historic 100-old year family farm. As you float 
along the banks of the Auglaize River, you 
will encounter views that the settlers, and the 
British & American armies once saw. Indian 
encampments were also located along these 
riverbanks. Enjoy the wildlife: deer, raccoons, 
turtles, geese, ducks, swans, river otters and 
an occasional sighting of an eagle or other 
animals. At night you may hear the geese or 
the call of the coyotes under the full moon as 
you camp. Several trips are available with their 
water equipment. Take a leisurely trip over a 
few riffles near a historic old railroad bridge, or 
starting off near one of the bridges and drifting 
down the river to the landing. They offer canoe, 
kayak and paddle board rentals.

Birding
There are several areas in the Van Wert vicinity 
that are attractive to both local and migrating 
birds. Since 1977, local birders have logged a 
total of 190 species of birds in the county. The 
most consistently productive places are Hiestand 
Woods, located along the western border of 
Town Creek as it winds into town. It is an 18 acre 
community park of mixed hardwoods. Walking 
trails wind through the wooded portion. Since the 
park borders the creek, the reservoir, and four 
shallow ponds, it is possible to easily see wood-
land species, ducks and geese in the reservoirs, 
and shorebirds in the ponds. East of Van Wert, at 
the intersection of Middle Point and Dog Creek 
Road, west of the village of Middle Point, is a 
large pond created by a local quarrying company. 
It occasionally holds grebes, ducks, and geese 
during migration. It is difficult to observe because 
it lacks parking, is not public land, and traffic can 
occasionally be intimidating to someone on foot. 
Much of the year the pond is empty. A new area 
for birders is Camp Clay. It is open to the public, 
has a small nature center, a pond, grassland 
area, and woods. Finally, good bird sightings can 
occasionally be had just by driving the back roads 
between farm fields, especially after a rain when 
there is standing water.

Driving & 
Walking Tours
The City Van Wert is situated along the historic 
Lincoln Highway. Construction on the Lincoln 
Highway began in 1913 and it became the 
first transcontinental highway in the nation, 
stretching from Times Square in New York 
City to Lincoln Park in San Francisco. In honor 
of the highway’s 100th birthday in 2013, the 
Van Wert Historical Society and the Van Wert 
Convention and Visitors Bureau prepared a 
history and drive-it-yourself tour of the Lincoln 
Highway across Van Wert County. Copies of 
this guide are available at the Convention and 
Visitors Bureau office. The Main Street Van 
Wert program is preparing a walking tour of 
historic downtown Van Wert.
Delphos Walking Tour
This tour will guide visitors through the city’s 
long, rich history using landmarks and historic 
structures and sites. Sites on the tour range 
from a 170-year old stone lock on the Miami 
and Erie Canal, the 1933 Art Deco post office 
and the tombstone of a canal boat captain 
inscribed with an image of his boat. The tour 
can take a few hours or all day depending on 
your own pace.

Town Creek Live 
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timesbulletin.com

419.238.2285
1167 Westwood Drive, Ste. 101, 

Van Wert, OH 45891

Your ALL ACCESS PASS to the 
news that matters most to you!

Print.
Mobile.

24/7 Web Access.

Accepting New Patients 
Call 419.238.6747 

First County Library in the United States

www.brumbacklib.com

Main Library
215 W. Main St.
Van Wert, Ohio
Phone: (419) 238-2168
  
Convoy Branch
116 E. Tully St.
Convoy, Ohio
Phone: (419) 749-4000

Middle Point Branch
102 Railroad St.
Middle Point, Ohio
Phone: (419) 968-2553
 

Robert & Iola Koch - 
Ohio City Branch
101 Carmean St.
Ohio City, Ohio
Phone: (419) 965-2918  
Willshire Branch
323 State St.
Willshire, Ohio
Phone: (419) 495-4138
 
Wren Branch
103 State Route 49
Wren, Ohio
Phone: (419) 495-4174

www.brumbacklib.com

MIKE
LichtLe

Owner/Jewler

1244 S. Shannon St.,
Van Wert, Ohio 45891

laudicksjewelry
@gmail.com

419-203-0233

W W W. L a u d i c k S . c O m

CELINA
5217 Tama Road

SR 127, 5 miles north of 
Celina, 1 mile west on 

Tama Rd.

419-363-2230

LIMA
4147 Elida Road

419-224-4656
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Housing Services:
• Permanent Supportive Housing
• Domestic Violence, Human        
  Trafficking, Rape/Sexual Assault      
  Services

Community Programs:
• Advocacy & Travel
• Summer Food & After-School 
  Youth Programs
• 24 hr. Co-ed Fitness Center & 
  Land Classes
• Licensed SilverSneakers Facility

Our Services & Offerings:
• Transitional & Permanent Housing 
• Domestic Violence, Human Trafficking, 
Rape/Sexual Assault Services 
•  Summer & After-School Youth Programs
• Youth Swim Lessons 
• Diverse Aquatics & Land Classes 
• 24 hrs. Fitness Center 
•  SilverSneaker Facility

408 E. Main St.
Van Wert, Ohio

45891

419-238-6639

eliminating racism
empowering women

ywca

408 E. Main St. Van Wert, Ohio 45891
419-238-6639

223 N. Market St., Van Wert, Ohio 45891

419.238.3520

707 E. Main Street, Van Wert, Ohio 45891
ph 419.238.3583 • txt 567.259.8036 • f 419.238.6579

lloydsauto@centurylink.net
Hours: M-F 8-5:30

40 41Indoor Fun  - Van Wert County

Goat Yoga @ The YMCA

Cinemas
Van-Del Drive In Theater
19986 Lincoln Highway – Middle Point                                                                                                                                            

A popular throwback to the 50s and 60s are the 
few remaining drive-in theaters found around 
the United States. Van Wert could boast two 
drive-in theaters until a F-4 tornado in Novem-
ber of 2002 destroyed one. Now the Van-Del 
Drive In Theater, located between Van Wert 
and Delphos on the historic Lincoln Highway, 
features first run movies in season.

Van Wert Van Wert Cinemas 
10709 Lincoln Highway – Van Wert                                                                                                                                             

Enjoy first-run films at the Van Wert Cinemas, 
a five screen theater. The theater provides a 
fun, family friendly environment. Find out what’s 
playing by checking at www.vanwertcinemas.
com

Bowling          
                                                                                                                                                 
Olympic Lanes 
430 W. Ervin Road - Van Wert                                                                                                                                             

Olympic Lanes features a 16 lane bowling alley 
and The Ten X Pin Grill Lounge. Olympic Lanes 
offers a great atmosphere and amazing food. 
Let the good times roll!

Delphos Recreation Center
939 E. Fifth St - Delphos                                                                                                                                          

The Delphos Rec Center offers 16 high quality 
lanes with easy automatic scoring for family, 
friends, and league bowling. Enjoy some of 
Perky’s Pizza or check out other selections at 
the snack bar lounge.

Fitness                                                                                                                                               
                 
YWCA 
408 E. Main St. – Van Wert     
                                                                                                                             
The YWCA has an indoor pool available year-
round.  Their Aquatic Program’s highlight is 
their unique warm water pool with a moveable 
hydraulic floor. The pool is fully accessible to 
everyone via a ramp as well as the ability to 
move the floor all the way up to accommodate 
a wheelchair to be rolled onto the pool floor 
and then lowered. The warm water is a great 
environment for everyone including those with 
arthritis or other special conditions. They also 
offer a gym, fitness center, fitness studio, and 
sauna.

YMCA 
241 W. Main St. – Van Wert 

Anytime Fitness 
313 Town Center Blvd. – Van Wert                
                                                                          
Get to a healthier place at Anytime Fitness! 
Their friendly, professional staff is trained to 

help you along your fitness journey, no matter 
how much support you need. 

Gen-X Training Studio 
217 S. Washington St. – Van Wert         
                                                                                 
They are a personal training and class studio, 
dedicated to helping individuals reach their 
personal health and fitness goals.

540 Martial Arts 
134 E. Main St. – Van Wert                                                                                                                       
They offer classes for youth and adults special-
izing in Karate and Tae Kwon Do.

Peak Community Wellness 
Center
333 North St. – Delphos 

Downtown Fitness 
237 N. Main St. – Delphos

Embrace Yoga, Massage & 
Wellness
208 N. Main St. – Delphos 
 
Embrace yoga, massage and wellness offers 
therapeutic massage, yoga and personal fit-
ness classes, and personal wellness consulta-
tions and workshops in conjunction with Lear’s 
Martial Arts .

Lear Martial Arts 
208 N. Main St. – Delphos                                                                                                                    
Lear Martial Arts offers classes in Gen Yuan 
Kempo, Wild Goose, Zanshin Ryu Jujitsu. 

Van Wert County Visitor’s Guide 2019
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CAMP CLAY
Public Swimming

for all ages!
OPEN NOON - 6PM 

7 DAYS A WEEK!
Saturday, May 26th 

through Sunday August 19th

(Aug. 25th – Sept. 2nd   Saturday & Sunday Only)

9196 LIBERTY UNION RD., 
VAN WERT, OHIO

www.vwymca.org

Youth Golf
Foot Golf
Disc Golf

12083 US Rt 127 Van Wert, OH 45891
hickorysticksgolf.com

209 S. Washington St.
Van Wert, Ohio  45891

GDS Food Services, LLC

• PASTA
• PIZZA
• SUBS
• STROMBOLI
• COWZONE
• SALAD BAR

419-238-9000 | WildWillysPizza.com

209 S. Washington St.
Van Wert, Ohio  45891

GDS Food Services, LLC

• PASTA
• PIZZA
• SUBS
• STROMBOLI
• COWZONE
• SALAD BAR

419-238-9000 | WildWillysPizza.com
209 S. Washington St.
Van Wert, Ohio  45891

GDS Food Services, LLC

• PASTA
• PIZZA
• SUBS
• STROMBOLI
• COWZONE
• SALAD BAR

419-238-9000 | WildWillysPizza.com

Pasta • Pizza • Subs • Stromboli 
Cowzone • Salad Bar

209 S. Washington St. Van Wert, Ohio 45891
GDS Foods Services, LLC
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44 Van Wert County - Travel Tips

Planning a trip with your best friend?  Before you do it’s 
important to plan ahead and always keep the best interests 
of your furry, four-legged, or feathered friend in mind.  Traveling 
with your pet can be a wonderful and bonding experience or a 
not so pleasant one. If you are one of the thousands of travelers 
who include their pets on trips, here are some local resources 
that may be useful.

TRAvELING 
wITh PETS

Pet-Friendly Lodging

Fountain Inn
234 W. Main St. 
Van Wert, OH 
419-238-3330 
www.fountaininn.com

Comfort Inn                                                                                           
840 N. Washington St. 
Van Wert, OH 
419-232-6040

Guestkeeper Inn
875 N. Washington St. 
Van Wert, OH
419-238-3700 
www.guestkeeperinnvw.com

Groomers

Angela’s Grooming and Doggie Spa 
546 S. Shannon St., Van Wert 
419-238-5000

Animal House Boarding Kennel LLC
20287 Jennings-Delphos Road, Delphos 
419-302-2982 
www.animalhousekennels.com

Dog House Grooming and Supplies 
117 N. Washington St., Van Wert 
419-232-3647

Kritter Korner Boarding & Grooming 
13995 Lincoln Highway, Van Wert 
419-238-9011

Veterinarians

Animal Clinic
13995 Lincoln Highway, Van Wert
 419-238-3931

Delphos Animal Hospital 
1825 E. Fifth St. Delphos 
419-692-9941

Kessen Veterinary Clinic 
11058 Elida Road, Delphos 
419-692-5946

Van Wert Veterinary Clinic
11251 Van Wert Decatur Road, Van Wert                                                                                                                           
419-238-2434

Listed are some places that may prove useful 
during your stay in Van Wert. Find what you’re 
looking for right here in town.

TOURIST INFORMATION   
                                                                        
Van Wert Are Convention & 
Visitors Bureau 
136 E. Main St. – Van Wert                                                                   
419-238-9378

BANKS 

Bank One                                                                                      
103 Adams St. - Middle Point

Citizens National Bank                                                                          
1199 Westwood Drive - Van Wert

First Bank of Berne                                                                                           
102 Christopher Crossing - Van Wert

First Federal of Van Wert                                                                
679 Fox Road - Van Wert

First Federal Bank                                                                               
230 E. 2nd St. -  Delphos

First Financial Bank                                                                      
1163 S. Shannon St. - Van Wert  
113 E. Central Ave. - Van Wert                                                                           
202 N. Main St. - Delphos

The Union Bank Company                                                                        
114 E. 3rd St - Delphos  
                                          
US Bank                                                                                       
818 S. Shannon St. -  Van Wert                                                                          
112 S. Main St. - Convoy                                                                            

901 Elida Ave. – Delphos 

 Flagstar Bank                                                                                         
115 Hospital Dr. - Van Wert 

Woodforest Bank                                                                        
301 Town Center Blvd. - Van Wert 
(inside Wal Mart)

PHARMACIES

CVS                                                                                                   
703 W. Ervin Road - Van Wert 

Rite Aid                                                                                       
940 Elida Ave. - Delphos

Wal Mart                                                                                
301 Town Center Blvd. - Van Wert

hELPFUL TRAvEL TIPS 

45Leanr More  - Van Wert County

About Van Wert County
Van Wert Area Convention & Visitors Bureau                                                                                                     
www.visitvanwert.org

City of Van Wert                                                                                                                                             
www.vanwert.org

Van Wert County                                                                                                                                         
www.vanwertcounty.org

Main Street Van Wert, Inc.                                                                                                  
www.mainstreetvanwert.org

Van Wert Area Chamber of Commerce                                                                                          
www.vanwertchamber.com

Van Wert Economic Development Office                                                                                                   
www.vanwerted.com 

Delphos Area Chamber of Commerce                                                                             
www.delphoschamber.com

City of Delphos                                                                                                                                   
www.cityofdelphos.com

Village of Convoy                                                                                                                             
www.villageofconvoy.com

Village of Ohio City                                                                                                                                   
www.ohiocity.org

Village of Middle Point                                                                                                              
www.villageofmiddlepoint.com

Village of Venedocia                                                                                                                              
www.venedocia.org

About the Area

Lincoln Highway Association                                                                                                    
www.lincolnhighwayassoc.org

Lincoln Highway Buyway                                                                                                                        
www.historicbyway.com

Miami Erie Canal Corridor Association                                                                                                
www.meccainc.org

Maumee Valley Heritage Corridor                                                                              
www.maumeevalleyheritagecorridor.org

About Ohio Travel
Office of Tourism Ohio                                                                                                                           
www.discoverohio.com

Ohio. Find It Here                                                                                                                                             
www.ohio.org

Ohio Travel Bag                                                                                                                                              
www.ohiotravelbag.com

Travel Ohio                                                                                                                                         
www.travevlohio.com

Free Ohio Travel Brochures                                                                                                            
www.letstourohio.com

Ohio Traveler                                                                                                                                       
www.ohiotraveler.com

Ohio Byways                                                                                                                                   
www.odot.state.us.oh/ohiobyways

TO LEARN MORE . . .

Ohio’s Got Talent 2018

Print & 
Online 
Media
TIMES BULLETIN MEDIA
700 Fox Road, Van Wert 
419-328-2285 
www.timesbulletin.com

THE DELPHOS HERALD
405 N. Main Street, Delphos 
419-695-0015 
www.delphosherald.com

THE PHOTO STAR
307 State Street, Willshire 
419-495-2696

VAN WERT INDEPENDENT
P.O. Box 4878, Van Wert
419-238-2092 
www.thevwindependent.com

Radio 
Stations
WERT 1220 AM
9070 Mendon Road, Van Wert 
419-238-1220 
www.wert1220.com

WKSD 99.7 FM
9070 Mendon Road, 
Van Wert 
419-238-1220 
www.wert1220.com

WDOH 107.1 FM
111 E. Second Street, Delphos 
419-692-3963 
www.fun1071.fm
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Van Wert County Veterans Chapel 

Open Monday Through Friday 8:30-4:00.  
Located at 121 E. Main St. Van Wert, OH 45891 outside of the Courthouse.  

In 1944 then Sheriff Roy Shaffer had a collection of pictures of local Veterans that were 
serving their country, and it was then decided the pictures could be best displayed in a 
centrally located building open to the public. 

Today the Chapel is a great place to go to enjoy looking at pictures of family and friends who 
have served. The Veterans Service Office invites anyone that would like to add a picture of a 
family member that served in the armed forces that is from Van Wert County, to bring a 31/2 
by 5-inch picture to our office to be added to the Chapel. 

Our Logo: 

 Van Wert County Veterans Chapel
Open Monday Through Friday 8:30-4:00.

Located at 121 E. Main St. Van Wert, OH 45891 outside of the Courthouse.

• In 1944 then Sheriff Roy Shaffer had a collection of pictures of local Veterans that were
serving their country, and it was then decided the pictures could be best displayed in a
centrally located building open to the public.
• Today the Chapel is a great place to go to enjoy looking at pictures of family and friends who 
have served. The Veterans Service Office invites anyone that would like to add a picture of a family 
member that served in the armed forces that is from Van Wert County, to bring a 31/2 by 5-inch 
picture to our office to be added to the Chapel.

The Perfect Setting
  for a Perfect Day

Nestled on acres of beautiful greens, Willow Bend Country Club offers the 
ultimate in ambiance for your special day.  Elegant decor provides the ideal 
backdrop of romance and beauty for a wedding experience unlike any other.
We offer 

  Banquet rooms with floor-to-ceiling windows.
  A wrap-around veranda for outdoor ceremonies.
  First class cuisine from hors d’oeuvres to formal dinner menus.
  Courteous and knowledgeable staff dedicated to providing

superior service.
  Off-site catering 

Call us today to begin planning your dream wedding!
419-238-0111 or 419-238-2417
579 Hospital Drive    Van Wert, Ohio
www.willow-bend.com
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We Offer
	 •	Banquet	rooms	with	floor-to-ceiling	windows
	 •	A	wrap-around	veranda	for	outdoor	ceremonies
	 •	First	class	cuisine	from	d’oeuvres	to	formal	dinner	menus
	 •	Courteous	and	knowledgeable	staff	dedicated	to
	 			providing	superior	service
	 •	Off-site	catering	

The Perfect Setting

  for a Perfect
 Day
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Call us today to begin planning your dream wedding!

419-238-0111 or 419-238-2417

579 Hospital Drive    Van Wert, O
hio

www.willow-bend.com

Two great hotels
both right off of U.S. 30

140 Valam Dr. Van Wert, OH 45891

Two great hotels
  both right off of U.S. 30

• hot breakfast
• fitness center
• indoor pool
• business rooms
   ...and much more!

840 N. Washington St., 
Van Wert, OH 45891

Phone: 419-238-2600

Phone: 419-232-6040
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Your Hometown
Entertainment

Showcase
The Big Pictures
With the Big Stars
On the Big Screens

VAN-DEL Drive-In
419-968-2178

www.van-del.com

For Features & Showtimes Call 419-238-2100 
or vist www.vanwertcinemas.com
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10098 Lincoln Hwy Van Wert, OH 

Come see Kitchens Inc. for all of your 
Bath & Kitchen updating needs 

including appliances!

www.alexanderbebout.com/kitchens
419.238.5650

Over 134 YEARS EXPERIENCE
in the drainage industry!

8516 Road 137 • Paulding, OH 45879 • 800.837.3160 • www.baughmantile.com

5 GENERATIONS OF FAMILY


