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Go Lady Lancer Volleyball!

BY JOE DRAY
DHI Media Sports Writer
jdray@delphosherald.com

MIDDLE POINT– 
JaNahn Evans will enter her 
fi fth season as head coach of 
the Lincolnview Lancers vol-
lyball team. She brings a re-
cord of 38-54 after fi nishing 
10-13 a season ago.

Evans will rely on on six 
returning letter winners from 
last year to help propell the 
Lady Lancers to a much im-
proved season.

Seniors Lakin Brant (5-8, 
libero), Morgan Miller (5-8, 
setter) and Carly Wendel (6-
0, middle backer) will play a 

key leadership role after loos-
ing four to graduation (Alana 
Williams, Kayla Schimmo-
eller, MaKenna Klausing and 
Kaitlyn Brenneman).

“We lost four big hitting 
seniors which we will miss 
but we still have six letter 
winners back,” said Evans. 
“They have worked really 
hard over the summer and are 
ready to play. The Northwest 
Conference is always strong 
and we look forward to big 
matchups between Columbus 
Grove, Ada, Allen East and 
Crestview.”

Also returning from last 
year are junior’s Jordan 
Decker (5-9, middle backer), 
Lana Carey (5-2, defensive 
specialist), and Kerstin Davis 
(5-4, defensive specialist).

Other juniors include; 
Tori Boyd (5-2 Libero) and 
Jo Allen (5-3, defensive spe-
cialist).

Evans will have a pool 
of tallent to tap throughout 
the season with a solid so-
pomore class. They include; 
Brianna Ebel (5-8, setter), 
Elania O’Neill (5-8, outside 
hitter), Madison Williams 

(5-8 outside hitter), Madysen 
Glossett (5-9, middle backer) 
and Sami Sellers (5-8 outside 
hitter).

“Our main goal for the 
season is to win the NWC 
and keeping our energy high. 
We will also focus on every 
point, making a good tour-
nament run and improving 
every day,” Evans concluded.

Coach Evans is excited 
about her incoming fresh-
man, especially Kendall 
Bollenbacher (5-10, outside 
hitter) who will see playing 
time this year. Freshman 
Kendall Klausing (5-10, mid-
dle blocker) could see time 
on the court throughout the 
year as well.

Other freshman include; 
Zadria King (5-8, setter), Al-
yssa Elick (5-8, setter/outside 
hitter), Olivia Rider (5-3, out-
side hitter), Olivia Lauf (5-9, 
middle backer), Sidney Davis 
(5-3, outside hitter), Madison 
Case (5-0, defensive special-
ist) and Adyson Edwards (5-
6, middle backer).

Lincolnview will start 
their season on Aug. 21 when 
they host Van Wert.

Lancers aim for NWC title
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Lincolnview

BY JOE DRAY
DHI Media Sports Writer
jdray@delphosherald.com

MIDDLE POINT — 
The Lancers have a veteran 
squad returning for their 
2018 Cross County season 
that includes three individ-
ual state qualifiers in senios 
Alek Bowersock, Jacob 
Keysor and Karter Tow.

Lincolnview boys will 
look to defend their NWC 
title from a year ago as well 
as a district campionship. 
The boys return a large per-
cent of the varsity team that 
ran at state last year. Tow, 
Bowersock and Keysor have 
competed at the meet their 
first three years and hope 
to make it four straight this 

fall.
They also return two ju-

niors in Devon Bill and Joe 
Sadowski who made an ap-
periance at state last season.

The Lancers will add 
a large group of freshman 
including junior high stand 
out Daegan Hatfield.

“The boys have had a 
great summer so far and are 
working hard,” said Lin-
colnview head coach Matt 
Langdon.”Our goal for this 
year is to repeat as NWC 
and district champs and im-
prove our placing from last 
season.”

The girls took second 
place in the NWC in 2017 
and look to challange Co-
lumbus Grove after a fourth 
place finsh at districts. They 

will return six of their top 7 
runners from last year that 
includes freshman rcord 
holder Madison Langdon.

They will also add fresh-
man Julia Stetler to an al-
ready stacked roster.

“We would like to build 
on the success of last season 
and continue a tradition of 
excellence during the regu-
lar season and in the tour-
nament,” Langdon added. 
“The team always looks for-
ward to camp as it is one of 
the most productive things 
we do all season. Many of 
the girls have been working 
very hard to prepare for the 
upcoming season.”

The Lancers will kick 
off their season on Aug. 25 
at the St. John’s Invitational.

Lancers prepping for 
another strong season

BY REID MAUS
DHI Media Sports Editor
sports@timesbulletin.com

MIDDLE POINT — Leaving the West-
ern Ohio Soccer League and combining the 
boys and girls teams will headline the 2018 
campaign for Lincolnview soccer. The team 
will welcome the move to leave the WOSL 
and play exclusively in the Northwest Con-
ference, as the boys team finished third in 
the NWC with a 2-2-1 record, as compared 
to WOSL where they finished ninth with a 
1-7-1 record.

Head coach Anson Moody will lead a 
team that features nine returning boys that 
started last season, while five starters will 
join from the girls’ team.

“It’s too early to determine what we are 
going to look like,” said Moody. “I’m sure 
it will take some time to work out the bugs 
with the mix of boys and girls, but I think 
we should have a solid core group of start-
ers.”

Jared Pollock and Kyle Wallis, both se-
niors, highlight the roster as both returning 

starters were awarded first team honors in 
the NWC. Three other returners, all soph-
omores, were given honors in the NWC 
as well. Clayton Leeth was a second team 
honoree, while Creed Jessee and Landon 
Moody were given honorable mentions.

Of the five girls joining, two received 
honorable mention recognition in the NWC: 
senior Raegan Boley and sophomore Hanna 
Young.

As the team finished last season 2-13-1, 
Moody will look towards the talent and ex-
perience of returners to push the team past 
last season woes, though he recognizes that 
there is some promising newcomers.

“We would obviously like to finish with 
a better record than our previous year,” said 
Moody, “but, we would like to see a big 
growth in skill and talent by season’s end.”

Bluffton is the team to beat, as the Pi-
rates haven’t lost a single game in the first 
two seasons of the NWC. Ada will also be 
towards the top of the conference.

Lincolnview will start their season on 
Aug. 17 against Ottoville at home starting 
at 6 p.m.

Lancers combining boys and 
girls soccer for 2018 season
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“Quality sleep improves reaction time,
stamina, accuracy and muscle recovery.”

706 W. Ervin Rd., Van Wert
VanWERtbEdRooms.com
Find us on Facebook

Our Sleep Specialists will find your athlete the 
right bed for a comfortable, rejuvenating sleep.

BY JOHN PARENT
DHI Media Regional Sports Editor

sports@timesbulletin.com

VAN WERT — In her fourth season 
at the helm of the Van Wert golf program, 
Kim Doidge has an improving squad.

Though two-time Western Buckeye 
League Player of the Year Jared Hernan-
dez graduated last spring, the Cougars 
return four players who gained varsity 
experience a season ago. Leading the way 
is junior Austin Bissonette, who carded a 
9-hole average of 44 last year, which was 
good enough to gain an all-league honor-
able mention.

Also back for the Cougars are junior 
Gavin Flickinger, who averaged a 55 last 
year, and sophomores Evan Knittle (53) 
and Cameron Terhark (55). New to the 
squad this season are Zane Fast and Jace 

Fast. Already, Zane, a junior, has estab-
lished himself as one of the Cougars’ top 
players. He led the way at the Kalida In-
vitational on Aug. 8, shooting an 18-hole 
round of 88.

Van Wert has a long history of success 
in the golf program, with 10 WBL titles 
all-time, which is third-most in confer-
ence history. The Cougars went just 1-8 in 
league matches last season, but jumped to 
a seventh-place finish in the WBL tourna-
ment, resulting in a ninth-place combined 
finish.

With a hole to fill at the top of the line-
up, Doidge’s team will have opportunities 
to get better and gain experience on the 
course this season, and she expects that’s 
what will happen.

“We are a young team looking to gain 
experience,” she said. “I would like to see 
us finish in the top half of the WBL.”

Young Cougars gaining experience

BY REID MAUS
DHI Media Sports Editor
sports@timesbulletin.com

VAN WERT- Lincoln-
view’s head golf coach Dar-
yl Dowdy will look towards 
his five returning lettermen, 
all seniors, to push a Lancer 
team over-the-hump after 
falling short of qualifying 
for state the past two sea-
sons. The Lancers finished 
in third place with a record 
of 11-5 in the Northwest 
Conference last fall, and 
with an experienced team 
the sky is the limit this sea-
son.

“I expect great things 
out this year’s team,” said 
Dowdy. “The ultimate goal 
is always to make it to state, 
win the conference, get golf-

ers on the all-district team, 
the all-conference team and 
to perform to the best of 
their ability.”

Seniors Ryan Moody and 
Reece Farmer were award-
ed second team all NWC in 
2017, while Braden Evans 
and Jaden Youtsey received 
honorable mention nods. 
Zane Miller rounds out that 
senior class. Miller was 
awarded most improved on 
the Lancer squad in 2017.

“Having five seniors who 
have been involved with the 
golf team for three years,” 
said the Lancers head 
coach, “brings a lot of expe-
rience to the team to prepare 
the incoming freshman to 
take over after these seniors 
graduate.”

Six freshman complete 

Lincolnview’s roster. Avery 
Slusher, Cole Binkley, Jacob 
Hawenstein, James Rein-
hart, Landon Price and Kien 
German all look to provide 
value to the varsity squad 
and help accomplish the 
goals that the seniors have 
laid out.

“The seniors that are 
back and are hungry after 
falling short of a conference 
title and coming in third,” 
said Dowdy. “This team 
feels it has a lot to prove to 
other teams, and that they 
deserve to be one of the top 
golf teams in the state.”

With hard work and ded-
ication Dowdy believes that 
anything is possible for this 
team.

Lincolnview golf team looking to prove 
something

BY REID MAUS
DHI Media Sports Editor
sports@timesbulletin.com

ROCKFORD — Joe Falk returns for his eighth season as the Parkway Panthers head 
coach, as they are looking to better their 2017 efforts where they finished fifth in the 
Midwestern Athletic Conference and also fifth in sectionals.

The Panthers return a trio of letter winners this fall in Mason Baxter, Andy Metz 
and Duncan Morton. These three along with fellow seniors Jay Anderson and Austin 
Clutter will look provide leadership to a younger group of talent.

“We are fairly young,” said Falk, “so we are looking to work on improving our ball 
striking and not losing shots around the green.”

They lost three letter winners due to graduation, though they will welcome in a crop 
of newcomers with potential to help out at the varsity level. Breyden Bruns, Kaden 
Boroff, Hunter Gibson and Adam Stephenson will be new to the squad but will provide 
promise to help out the returners.

“Mason Baxter qualified for Districts last year,” said the Panthers head coach, “so 
we hope he can continue the form he showed last season.”

Baxter received a first team all-MAC nod, along with qualifying for Districts for his 
2017 efforts. He will lead a group of inexperienced golfers this season as the Panthers 
look to compete for their first MAC championship on the links.

Rounding out the roster will be a quartet of freshman, Jace Armstrong, Camdyn 
Clay, Hunter Bruns and Aidan Morton.

Parkway began their season Aug. 7 at the Mercer County Invitational at the Mercer 
County Elks Golf Club.

Panthers look to 
continue to improve 
this fall



The Times Bulletin • 5

BY REID MAUS
DHI Media Sports Editor
sports@timesbulletin.com

CONVOY — The Knights volleyball 
team is going to be back in action this fall 
under the helm of Tammy Gregory who is 
in her 13th year as the head coach of the 
Crestview program. With the help and guid-
ance of Rachel Alvarez and Jessica Gamble 
as assistant coaches Gregory looks to lead 
the Knights to a NWC conference champi-
onship, something that alluded Crestview 
last fall.

18-6 overall and 7-1 in the Northwest 
Conference the Knights lost three important 
pieces from the 2017 team, but luckily they 
will bring back four letterwinners. Avery 
McCoy is the lone senior letter-winner re-
turning to the squad, though she will joined 
with a duo of juniors in Alexis Gregory and 
Lauryn Black. Sophomore Bailey Gregory 
will also be back on the varsity squad this 
fall. Alexis Gregory was honored with 1st 
team all NWC in 2017 while also receiving 
a honorable mention nod in the district.

Coach Gregory will continue to look to-
ward her team being competitive through-
out the 2018 season, just as they have done 
throughout her tenure. She expects the team 
to finish at the top a competitive NWC once 
again this season. She knows what needs to 
be worked on to make that happen too.

“We need to focus on consistent and not 
allow our opponent to run off continuous 
points,” said Gregory. “Each player under-
stand their role, push one another to their 
limits, and continue to finish strong.”

The Knights stressed how hard this team 
has worked this off-season. Moving players 
to different positions is always challenging 
for a team, which is what Gregory has had 
to do with her squad this season but she has 
enjoyed how well the team has accepted 
their roles.

“I’m seeing the offense and defen-
sive side of things getting better each day 
through practice and scrimmages,” said 
Gregory. “Girls are stepping up to the chal-
lenges and very eager to get the season go-
ing. They trust each other and know not just 
one player can carry them through.”

The team has a crop of newcomers that 
should help the Knights all season long. 
Kimber Adams, Aleigh Chesbro, Raegan 
Hammons, Laney Jones, Maddy Lamp and 
Kaylee Wolford all have joined the team in 
2018.

“We have big shoes to fill and maybe 
stepping into a new,” said Gregory, “I have 
confidence in this group of girls. They work 
well together. love competing and are deter-
mined to achieve their set goals.”

(pictured on page 7)

Knights focused on 
understanding roles and 
taking the NWC title

BY REID MAUS
DHI Media Sports Editor
sports@timesbulletin.com

CONVOY — Crestview heads into the fall golf season under the helm of head coach 
Jeremy Best who, along with the help of assistant coach Tim Hurst, will look to lead the 
charge for the Knights as they try to climb up the Northwest Conference this season. In 
2017 Crestview finished sixth in the NWC with a 6-10 record.

The team returns two letter winners in Colton Lautzenheiser, who averaged a 46 last 
fall, and Olivia Skelton who averaged a 56. The Knights will have a lot of fresh faces for 
for 2018 campaign, as the team lost four varsity players from last season, due to graduation.

“We expect our returning players to be much improved and to be excellent leaders for 
our new players,” said Best. “Golf is a very humbling game and our mental approach must 
improve.”

The newcomers that the Knights coach speaks of is a trio consisting of Dillon Under-
wood, Tanner Myers and Scott Bowman. Golf, like most sports, needs a good group of 
mentors for the inexperienced. Mentorship and leadership is something coach Best hopes 
Lautzenheiser and Skelton can provide to the new players on the squad.

This year in the NWC the “top-dog” appears to be Spencerville. The Bearcats won both 
the 2017 regular season and tournament. Spencerville went 15-1 in the conference last 
season. With the core group of the 2017 squad returning it looks as though the conference 
is Spencerville’s to lose. Though Paulding and Lincolnview will both look to topple the 
reigning champs this fall.

Crestview golf team 
aiming for improvement 
in 2018

BY KEVIN 
WANNEMACHER

DHI MEDIA 
CORRESPONDENT

sports@timesbulletin.com

HAVILAND — After 
posting a fourth place fin-
ish in the Green Meadows 
Conference tournament a 
year ago, the Wayne Trace 
boys golf team looks to 
take advantage of eight re-
turning lettermen and show 
improvement in the 2018 
season.

The Raiders had no se-
niors a year ago and all eight 
players from that squad re-
turn as Wayne Trace hopes 
to challenge for its first con-
ference championship since 
2014.

“We have all the guys 
back from last season and 
they have come into the sea-
son with better focus,” said 
Raider head coach Chris 
Rosswurm. “One of the 
areas I have seen a big dif-
ference is at practices. They 
have done a good job of tak-
ing it a little more seriously 
and really put some time in 

to make themselves better 
golfers.”

A quartet of seniors, 
three of which played last 
season, will look to provide 
leadership for the Wayne 
Trace roster. Evan Prox-
mire, Hayden Williamson 
and Reese Etzler all return 
from a year ago, while Pres-
ton Moore also joins the 
squad this season.

“Going through the ups 
and downs of golf last year 
will be a benefit for us this 
year,” said Rosswurm. “The 
guys have shown some ma-
turity from a year ago. They 
had a season to grow up a 
little bit and learn the game 
and now they are ready to 
build on those experiences.”

Also returning for Wayne 
Trace are juniors Cale Cros-
by and Reid Miller along 
with a trio of sophomores 
in Kaden Sutton, Matthew 
Doan and Dane Moore.

“Kaden and Reid both 
come back after playing in 
the top two spots mostly 
last season,” said the Raider 
head coach. “Dane has been 
hitting the ball very well 

and I think he is going to 
step up for us this year. The 
other guys are also capable 
of stepping up and playing 
well for us.”

Wayne Trace’s roster also 
will have a pair of freshman 
in Zander Kohart and Kyle 
Klinker.

“Developing consistency 
and depth are two things 
that we will continue to 
work on,” said Rosswurm. 
“All of the guys have the 
potential to be good varsity 
players, but we just have to 
be able to do it on a night in, 
night out basis. It is an area 
that we will work on and 
hopefully to continue to get 
better at.”

With the number of re-
turnees, the Raider coach is 
optimistic about the season.

“The schedule will chal-
lenge us with some good 
road matches early on and 
throughout the year,” Ross-
wurm said. “The majority 
of our matches are on the 
road so that will put our kids 
to the test.”

Raiders look to improve in 2018
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BY REID MAUS
DHI Media Sports Editor
sports@timesbulletin.com

CONVOY — Jeff Bagley is back and 
excited for his 32nd year of leading the the 
Crestview Knights cross country teams. 
With the help of his assistant coach Randy 
Grandstaff, Bagley looks to lead both the 
boys and girls to prominent campaigns this 
fall.

Both the boys and girls fi nished third in 
the Northwest Conference, though the boys 
were able to qualify for regionals. They fi n-
ished 22nd at the regionals last fall.

The boys have fi ve letterwinners from 
last fall not returning. Fortunately they will 
return four varsity members from last year, 
including Wyatt Richardson who led the 
Knights at regionals placing in 79th place 
(17:59) out 200 total runners. Also return-
ing to the squad is Danil Lichtenstieger, 
Cameron Cearns and Dayton Schuerman.

“Our team had a solid summer of prepa-
ration and is ready to transition into the 
competitive portion of our season,” said 
Bagley. “We look forward to challenging 
ourselves and growing as a team.”

Crestview will look towards a trio of 
newcomers including Jacob Forwerck, Bri-

an Myers and Hayden Tomlinson.
Bagley is looking at the NWC as if the 

Lancers of Lincoln should be the favorites. 
The Knights will look to conquer their lo-
cal rival in 2018.

As for the Lady Knights, they will return 
six letterwinners from the previous season. 
Of those six is junior Ragen Harting who 
was an individual state qualifi er along with 
being honored with Academic all-Ohio. 
Harting fi nished 57th at state last fall with 
a time of 20:17. Kenzie Leeth, Lizzie Bow-
en, Lydia Saylor, Savannah Smith and 
Adalynn Longstreth will bolster up much 
of Crestview’s roster as returning letter-

winners.
“The depth of our team will contribute 

to positive competition in practice,” said 
the Knights’ head coach. “This will help to 
stretch and improve our team as the season 
progresses.

Helping out the experienced upper-
classman will be a trio of newcomers in 
freshmen Emily Greulach and Lauren 
Walls and also sophomore Dustiny Tice.

The Lady Knights lost only two letter-
winners from last fall so they will look 
to challenge Grove City and Lincolnview 
who both look to have strong teams return-
ing for 2018.

Crestview cross country ready to compete in 2018

BY REID MAUS
DHI Media Sports Editor
sports@timesbulletin.com

CONVOY — Crestview girls soccer 
is looking forward to the 2018 season and 
challenges that lie ahead. Head coach John 
Dowler is in his third year for the Knights 
and is excited about the dedication of this 
year’s team.

“We are looking forward to a great sea-
son,” said Dowler. “We have put a lot of ef-
fort in this offseason. We are excited to get 
the season rolling.”

The Lady Knights lost six letterwinners 
due to graduation but will return 12 letter 
winners for the 2018 campaign. Crestview 
went 0-17 in 2017, with a 0-8 record in the 
Northwestern Conference. Coach Dowler 
suspects that this season the Knights will 
fair better than last fall.

“We hope to put a couple of victories in 
the books this year,” said the Knights head 
coach. “These girls have really bought into 
the concepts of the coaching staff. We have 
four new freshman, they should be a good 
addition to the existing players returning.”

Three seniors will look to lead the team 
on the pitch this season including Olivia 
Dealey, Kassidy Klinger and Chelsi Young. 
Among those returning is juniors McKenna 
Thompson who was recognized as second 

team all NWC and Salex Overmyer who re-
ceived an honorable mention nod. While ju-
nior Chloee Case and freshman Hope Loyer 
look to provide support to the already large 
gallery of returners.

“The NWC has some very good teams,” 
said Dowler. “The teams know each other 
well, and it is always a tough game when 
conference opponents step on the pitch.”

Both Bluffton and Allen East went unde-
feated in the NWC in 2017, as Spencerville 
and Ada look poised to challenge them for 
the title in 2018. Only three schools have 
ever won an NWC girls soccer title, includ-
ing Lima Central Catholic, a former mem-
ber of the league.

The Lady Knights starts the Northwest 
Conference portion of their schedule at 
Paulding on Aug. 28 at 5 p.m.

Lady Knights look forward to 
building program in 2018
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BY JOHN PARENT
DHI Media Regional 

Sports Editor
sports@timesbulletin.com

CONVOY — Winning 
has quickly become a foot-
ball tradition at Crestview.

Under 8th-year head 
coach Jared Owens, a Crest-
view alumnus, the Knights 
have gone 50-29, including 
a 10-2 mark last season, one 
that ended in heartbreak on 
the wrong end of a 35-32 
loss to Minster in the Divi-
sion VII state playoffs.

With all-state perform-
ers back at quarterback and 
wide receiver, there is little 
reason to think the Crest-
view offense won’t be potent 
enough to lead the Knights 
back to the playoffs for a 
sixth straight year. Crest-
view offense is led by senior 
signal-caller Drew Kline, 
who was a second-team all-
Ohio selection last year, has 
been running the offense 
since Week 10 of his fresh-
man season. Kline’s top 
target is Wade Sheets, also 
a senior. Sheets amassed 
over 1,000 receiving yards a 
season ago, but was a first-
team all-Ohio selection for 
his prowess as a defensive 
back, where he grabbed a 
dozen interceptions, several 
of which were returned for 
touchdowns.

Apart from Sheets, Kline 
will look to senior tight end 
Landin Burch and senior 

wideout Riley Saylor, along 
with junior Caylib Pruett to 
make plays in the passing 
game.

While Kline and Sheets 
will get much of the atten-
tion, and for good reason, 
the hallmark of a Jared 
Owens team is always the 
physicality of the offensive 
line. This group, consisting 
of seniors Robbie Gonzalez, 
Devan Roberts, Gavin Pres-
ton, Kole Small, and juniors 
Micah Snyder and Isaiah La-
Turner, along with freshman 
Dylan Barricklow, among 
others, will need to both 
protect Kline in the passing 
game and open holes for the 
Crestview running attack, 
which is frequently among 
the best in the Northwest 
Conference.

Sophomore Brody Brecht 
and senior Derick Dealey 
figure to get the lion’s share 
of the carries when the ball 
is not in Kline’s hands.

“We are a team that pos-
sesses some experience and 
depth,” Owens said. “We 
hope to play well and get 
better each week.”

The Crestview defense is 
led by the secondary, where 
Sheets is joined by Dealey, 
an all-district pick last year. 
Though they were adept at 
causing turnovers last sea-
son, Crestview’s defense al-
lowed better than 25 points 
per game during the regular 
season in 2017, and Owens 
says that will be an area of 

focus this season.
“Defense and special 

teams are a continued fo-
cus,” he said.

As is typically the case, 
Crestview will face stiff 
competition, both in and out 
of conference in 2018. As 
one of the smallest schools 
in the league, that sched-
ule can help in two ways: 
not only do the Knights 
pick up significant comput-
er points when they beat 
bigger schools within their 
league, they also get sever-
al stiff tests to prepare them 
for tournament games and 
atmospheres.

Crestview has won two 
NWC titles, the last of which 
came as part of a three-way 
split of the crown in 2013. 
The Knights were 6-1 in 
league games last year, fin-
ishing second to Spencer-
ville. The Bearcats figure 
to be strong again with their 
wing-t attackand physi-
cal play, while Ada’s aeri-
al game is always a threat. 
Columbus Grove figures to 
improve significantly on last 
year’s 2-8 mark and could 
be a surprise contender for 
the league title.

Crestview opens the 
season at home on Aug. 25 
against Parkway before a 
trip to Hicksville in Week 
Two. Northwest Conference 
action begins on Sept. 14 as 
Bluffton comes to Convoy.

Knights seek 6th 
straight playoff berth
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BY REID MAUS
DHI Media Sports Editor
sports@timesbulletin.com

VAN WERT — For the seventh 
season coach Keith Recker will 
lead the Cougars out of the locker 
room and onto the fi eld at Eggerss 
Stadium. The Delphos St. John 
and Hillsdale College grad, along 
with his slue of assistant coaches 
will look to lead Van Wert towards 
a trip to playoffs, something that 
hasn’t been done since 2000 when 
the Cougars were state runners-up.

Van Wert went 5-5 and 4-5 in 
the Western Buckeye League in 
2017. Boasting 18 returning let-
terwinners, including 15 starters, 
the Cougars are poised to be very 
successful in the 2018 campaign. 
Coach Recker is extremely excited 
about where the team is at already 
in 2018.

“We have a veteran team com-
ing back,” said the Cougars head 
coach. “That fact has allowed us to 
be much further ahead this year, as 
compared to 2017, because there 
isn’t as much of a learning curve.”

Van Wert did lose eight let-
termen from a year ago, but they 
were able to bring back some of 
the most important pieces of their 

team. None of which is more ex-
citing than senior quarterback and 
defensive back Nate Place. Place 
throwing to the Cougars’ talented 
receiving core will be a formida-
ble opponent for the fellow WBL 
defenses.

Place threw for 1,793 yards and 
17 touchdowns last fall while also 
leading the team in rushing yards 
(648) and touchdowns (8). This 
fall Place returns for his fourth 
year on the varsity squad with a 
powerful set of weapons. Utilizing 
the spread formation and the size 
of the athletes at receiver, the Cou-
gars can place four separate wide-
outs that are all over 6’3.

“(The receivers) have a good 
combination of size and athlet-
icism that should create good 
matchups for us,” said Recker.

Likely Place’s favorite tar-
get will be senior Drew Bagley. 
Bagley led the team in catches a 
season ago with 60, en route to 
a being selected as fi rst team all-
WBL. He also found the end zone 
four separate times for the Cou-
gars while receiving for 658 yards. 
The 6’5 230lb, Joey Schaufelberg-
er will aide Bagley at the receiver 
position. Van Wert will also look 
to junior tailback Jake Hilleary to 

piece into the offensive scheme 
prominently. Hilleary had 70 
touches in 2017 for 294 yards and 
three touchdowns.

Ultimately it comes down to 
how well the Cougars’ offensive 
line can protect the team’s talented 
play makers.

“As with any 
football team 

ever, we need fi ve offensive line-
men to step it up,” said Recker. 
“We have a very good play-mak-
er with Nate Place at quarterback, 
along with a good group of run-
ning backs and wide receivers, but 
we know those guys can only be as 

good as our offensive line.”
Recker will look towards se-

niors Nathan Temple and Butch 
Eutsler to lead the offensive line 
in 2018.

Van Wert football is “bought in” for 2018

FOOTBAll /7
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(From page 6)
On the defensive side 

of the ball the the Cougars 
will look to crack down 
on the run game, as they 
gave up over 2,000 yards 
on the ground in 2017. On 
the defensive line Bagley, 
Schaufelberger and Tem-
ple return. Bagley was 
selected second team 
all-WBL last fall thanks 
to 51 tackles, eight sacks 
and one forced fumble. 
Schaufelberger brought 
down 49 men last year 
while attributing two 
sacks. While Temple 
had 31 tackles and two 
sacks himself, which was 
enough for him to tabbed 
with an honorable men-
tion nod in the WBL. 
Helping out in the box for 
the Cougars will be the 
line-backer Eutsler who 
brought down 54 oppo-
nents last season with 
four sacks. Eustler was 
also honorable menion a 
season ago.

In the secondary will 
be Place who didn’t have 
that many tackles last 

fall (16) but did tie for 
the team lead in inter-
ceptions with two. Senior 
Jalen McCracken will re-
turn this fall after leading 
the Cougars in tackles in 
2017 with 74, en route to 
an honorable mention se-
lection.

Coach Recker is well 
aware that it will take 
more than talent and ex-
perience for this Cougars 
team to get where they 
need to go. The team, 
guided by the seniors, 
have adopted a new men-
tality this fall.

“We have a group of 
guys that have bought 
into ‘changing our best,” 
said the Cougars’ head 
coach. “We are not wor-
ried about what happens 
in two days or two weeks, 
we are taking care of 
what we can control— 
our effort today.”

With their eyes laser 
focused on their effort 
and “the now” the Cou-
gars look to have an un-
doubtedly bright future 
ahead.

FOOTBAll
BY JIM COX

DHI Media Correspondent
sports@timesbulletin.com

VAN WERT — In his first year as the 
Van Wert girls tennis head coach, Eli Al-
varez faces a daunting challenge, but he’s 
eager to take it on.

“Being named a head coach is some-
thing I’ve wanted ever since my father 
(Roland) was the girls basketball head 
coach at Van Wert and I was just a man-
ager on the team,” said Alvarez. “Every 
time I go into the gym and see the ‘2006’ 
under girls basketball WBL titles, I think 
of how my dad was the only head coach 
in school history to do that. If I could 
do the same for the girls tennis program 

here at Van Wert, it would mean every-
thing to me.

“Overall we have a great group of 
girls who love the sport, enjoy being 
around one another, and are looking to 
turning some heads in the WBL this sea-
son,” added Alvarez. “That fits perfectly 
with our team motto this year ‘Take care 
of the team, and the team will take care 
of you.’”

Gone via graduation from last year’s 
team, which finished 6th in the WBL 
(3-10 overall and 3-6 in the league), are 
first singles player Emma Verville and 
second doubles player Grace Kline. Two 
other players from last year’s varsity 
lineup are no longer playing tennis. Four 
letterwinners return, so there are some 

holes to fill but plenty of players eager 
to fill them.

The most prominent returnees are 
last year’s first doubles team of senior 
Liv Kline and junior Paige Moonshow-
er. That pair finished fourth in the WBL 
tournament and will likely play first dou-
bles again this time around.

“Paige Moonshower has taken over 
as a vocal leader for our team,” says Al-
varez. “I can go to her with almost any 
team problem. It’s almost like having an-
other assistant coach on the team.”

Sophomore Allie Etter saw lots of 
action at third singles in 2017. She and 
junior Alli Morrow, who also played sev-
eral varsity matches late in the season, 
are likely contenders for the first sin-
gles slot. Senior Emma Rutkowski, who 
hasn’t previously played varsity, is also 
in contention for a singles position.

Several non-letterwinners are con-
tending for the second doubles team, in-
cluding junior Natalie Schreiber, junior 
Kaylee Jennings, junior Jada Buckner 
and sophomore Lizzie Rutkowski.

Other team members are freshman 
Natalie Benner, sophomore Tayzia 
Havill, junior Katie McVaigh, junior 
Kendall Rauch, sophomore Sophie Rut-
kowski and junior Hannah Springer.

“We look to drastically improve from 
three wins a season ago, and our sights 
are set on a top-5 WBL finish,” said Al-
varez. 

Alvarez takes helm of Lady Cougar tennis
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BY JOHN PARENT
DHI Media Regional 

Sports Editor
sports@timesbulletin.com

VAN WERT — Entering 
his third year as the head 
coach of the Lady Cougar 
volleyball program, Jeff 
Marbaugh sees a Van Wert 
squad ready to take a step 
forward in 2018.

With six returning letter-
winners, including seniors 
Adrianna Grothause, Lainey 
Werts, Noelle Heffner and 
Reagan Priest, Marbaugh 
expects his team to improve 
on last year’s 4-19 record, 
which included a 2-7 mark 
in Western Buckeye League 
matches.

“We have six girls back 
that received a lot of court 
experience last season,” 
Marbaugh said. “I think that 
will help us get a good start 
to the season.”

Grothause was a third-
team all-WBL selection last 
season. Along with the four 
returning seniors, juniors 

Jamison Clouse and Katie 
Coplin also earned letters 
last year. Joining that group 
is a crop of players new to the 
varsity squad in 2018, led by 
senior Avery Cowan, juniors 
Cassie Priest, McKenzie 
Berry and Grace Spoor and 
sophomores Jaylyn Rickard 
and Izzy Carr.

“I believe we have a good 
group of players,” Marbaugh 
said. “I think we are starting 
to get that hunger and pas-
sion to be a better team., we 
just have to work on our con-
sistency and ball control.”

Among the returnees, 
Clouse led the team last 
season with 27 total blocks 
and fi gures to anchor the net 
defense again this season. 
Grothause led the service at-
tack with 29 total aces, while 
Werts and Priest was the top 
hitters, fi nishing with 133 
and 102 kills, respectively. 
Coplin was the primary set-
ter in 2017 and fi gures to be 
even more cofortable in that 
role in 2018. Heffner also 
signifi cant time as the setter 

last season.
Marbaugh is a veteran 

of 29 seasons on the bench 
as either a head coach or an 
assistant. He owns a career 
156-132 record. He is as-
sisted by Matt Krites, Judy 
Krites and Tiffany Werts.

The Lady Cougars have 
never won a WBL volleyball 
championship and last had 
a winning season in 2014. 
Still, Marbaugh sees a team 
poised to compete with the 
league’s elite.

“We have had a good 
summer of work and have 
shown a great attitude about 
working to get better,” Mar-
baugh said.

Ottawa-Glandorf is the 
defending league champion. 
The Lady Titans have eight 
league titles all-time, second 
to Celina’s 26.

Van Wert’s season began 
on Aug. 21. The Lady Cou-
gars open WBL play with a 
home match against Wapa-
koneta on Thursday, Aug. 
30.

Lady Cougars poised to improve

BY REID MAUS
DHI Media Sports Editor

             sports@timesbulletin 

VAN WERT — A year removed from 
sending the boys to state, head coach of 

the Van Wert Cougars cross country team 
Ryan Holliday, looks to keep pushing the 

team to new heights. Holliday in third year 
of coaching is excited for the crop of talent 

assembled this fall.
The team has two stories to tell. One, be-

ing the guys trying to repeat the success of 
last season and build on it. While the girls, 
who lost only one letter winner from last 
fall will look towards their experience to 
take them back towards the top of the con-
ference.

“We are very fortunate to be a part of a 
program that has an incredible tradition of 
winning and success, both

on the guys’ and girls’ side,” said Holli-
day. “We want this year’s teams to improve 
from last year as teams and as individuals 
and leave their mark on the legacy of the 

Van Wert cross country program.”
The boys team will return fi ve mem-

bers from last fall’s squad including seniors 
Gage Chiles and Noah Carter. Returning 
letter winners joining the two seniors will 
be Ben Lange, Holden Reichert, and Ja-
cob Wasson. Coach Holliday is excited for 
this squads talent, but is even more excited 
about their work effort.

“We enjoyed success last year, includ-
ing a team State appearance, and in one 
sense, we want to build on that,” said the 
Cougars head coach. “On the other hand, 
we know last year is in the past and nothing 
is guaranteed this year. Any success we see 
this year will be because this year’s squad 
earned it through hard work, not because of 
anything we did last year.”

Sophomore Jacob Wasson fi nished best 
on the team last year at state fi nishing 31st 
out 180 runners with a time of 16:43. Of 
the returners Gage Chilles fi nished next at 
115th, with Holden Reichert right behind 
him at 120th.

Van Wert cross country is 
trying to get back to state

CROSS COUNTRY /11
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to all area athletes this season!
GOOD LUCK(from page 10) On the 

other side is the girls team, 
who can attribute last sea-
son to youth. This season 
should be a different sto-
ry as the team will bring 
back six letter winners. A 
quartet of juniors including 
Bri Bebout, Ali Gemmer, 
Jarica Huebner and Caylee 
Phillips. Along with Rachel 
Spath and Caton William-
son.

“We have a lot of expe-
rienced runners returning,” 
said Holliday. “Last year’s 
team was very young, and 
most of the runners on our 
Varsity team were getting 
their fi rst taste of varsity ex-
perience. So these returning 
girls are coming into 2018 
with experience on their 
side and they are ready to 
make their mark on the Van 
Wert girls program”

For three consecutive 
years the Cougars have fi n-
ished second in the Western 

Buckeye League to Defi -
ance. Holliday cites that 
each year the goal is to top-
ple Defi ance.

“Defi ance has a strong 
returning squad so this year 
will be no different,” said 
Holiday. “We want to put in 
the work in August and Sep-
tember so once October hits 
we put ourselves in the best 

position possible to run our 
best when it counts.”

On the girls side, Van 
Wert hopes to make it to-
wards the top of the WBL 
after fi nishing sixth last 
season. With the returning 
letter winners, Coach Hol-
liday feels as though it can 
happen.

CROSS COUNTRY

BY JOHN PARENT
DHI Media Regional Sports Editor

sports@timesbulletin.com

VAN WERT — The 2017 campaign was 
a diffi cult one for the Van Wert boys soccer 
team. A winless Western Buckeye League 
season was part of a 3-13 overall record for 
the Cougars, but head coach Matt Hernan-
dez sees a silver lining in last year’s clouds.

“Last year, we only had three seniors. 
Last year was a rebuilding year for us; we 
had to try to work things out on the fl y to see 
where all of our pieces fi t,” Hernandez said. 
“Losing a four-year starter like Eli Rager is 
a big blow, but we got a lot of experience 
last year. This year we’ve got 13 returning 
lettermen.”

Hernandez is entering his fi fth season 
at the helm of the varsity program and has 
rarely had this much experience coming 
back.

“Last year’s captains, Marshall Healey 
(2-year letterman) and Isaac Alvarez (3-
year) are returning, as is Jake Lautzenhe-
iser (2-year). Those three are seniors. Our 
defensive MVP from last year, Ryan Chen, 
is a junior this year, and he is coming back 
as well.”

Though the Cougars only won three 
games last season, they also lost three games 
by a 1-0 fi nal; those games could have easily 
gone the other way.

“We’ve been working hard,” Hernandez 

said. “We’ve got a huge junior class – 11 
juniors– and also a good sophomore class, 
so our strengths from last year’s team, a lot 
of them return. With that experience from 
last year, along with the dedication the guys 
have been showing, we’re looking to sur-
prise some teams.”

The Cougars have traditionally been 
among the bottom tier teams in an always 
diffi cult WBL, but Hernandez feels this 
team has some weapons that haven’t always 
been available to the program.

“We’ve added a good mix of athletes 
to go along with what I would call ‘soccer 
guys,’” Hernandez said. “We’ve added a few 
guys who came over from other sports, and 
we’ve got a couple of fast players to add to 
the team that I’m excited about.”

The league was top heavy a year ago, with 
Elida capturing the title, followed closely by 
Kenton, St. Marys and Shawnee. Hernan-
dez feels that Kenton, which has never won 
a WBL soccer championship, may well be 
the favorite this season, though he adds that 
Elida is capable of retooling for another run 
at the title, while Shawnee is also very good.

Elida owns nine WBL crowns, four more 
than any other school. Van Wert has nev-
er won a WBL soccer title and has just 23 
league wins in 23 seasons. The Cougars’ 
season began on Aug. 20. The fi rst WBL 
match is slated for Thursday, Aug. 30, at 
Wapakoneta.

Cougars return 13 lettermen
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BY KEVIN WANNEMACHER
DHI Media Correspondent
sports@timesbulletin.com

HAVILAND — A year ago, Wayne 
Trace was in Division VII and took advan-
tage with a playoff berth as the Raiders fi n-
ished the season 6-5 overall and 4-3 in the 
Green Meadows Conference.

On top of losing a dozen seniors from 
that team, the Raiders also will face a new 
challenge in 2018 as Wayne Trace was 
bumped up to Division VI for the coming 
year.

Head coach Mike Speice enters his third 
season at the helm of the Raider program 
and is looking forward to seeing how this 
squad responds to the challenges ahead.

“I am excited about this group,” said 
Speice. “It is a good group of seniors and 
they have really stepped up and worked 
hard and been good leaders for us. On top 
of that, we have some younger guys who 
have really stepped up their level of play as 
well. We are going to face some difference 
challenges this year but I like the way this 
group has responded so far.”

The Raiders bring back some key parts 

from an offense that posted over 27 points 
per game last season. Leading the way is 
sophomore signal-caller Trevor Speice, who 
completed 128 of 248 passes for 1,944 yards 
and 26 touchdowns.

“He has really shown progress this 
year,” said Coach Speice. “He has worked 
very hard on learning the game and just has 
made a huge jump for us.”

“One thing I have noticed is he is rec-
ognizing things much quicker this year,” 
said assistant coach Colby Speice, who led 
Wayne Trace to the state championship 
game in 2013. “He has really picked up his 
game and raised his level of play.”

Junior Kameron Bevis and senior Grant 
Baumle will be the primary running backs 
for Wayne Trace while senior Mox Price, 
junior Nate Gerber and junior Alex Rein-
hart will see action at split end.

Up front, Wayne Trace will rotate a solid 
group of seniors and sophomores along with 
a junior across the offensive line.

Senior Matt Stouffer and sophomore Ja-
cob Stouffer will be the guards while senior 
Caden Bland and sophomore Joseph Mung-
er are expected to serve as the tackles. Ju-
nior Nate Showalter will be the center for 

Wayne Trace.
Defensively, Wayne Trace will look for 

improvement after allowing over 25 points 
a night last season.

“The base defense won’t change but we 
do have some capability to mix things up,” 
added the Raider head coach. “We will look 
at it and see what we can mix up to try and 
do what we need to do each week.”

Matt Stouffer and Brian Merritt are 
the expected defensive tackles with Josiah 
Linder, Caleb Yenser and senior Braden Zu-
ber getting action at defensive end. Bland, 
Showalter, Baumle, Bevis and junior Drew 
Forrer all could see time at linebacker.

The cornerbacks will be Slade and Price 
with senior Haydn Gillett being the free 
safety. Senior Reece Thompson is expected 
to be the strong safety.

“The guys have worked extremely hard,” 
stated Mike Speice of his squad. “As a 
whole, the kids have gotten along really 
well and they are a fun group of kids to be 
around. Offensively, I think we have the 
ability to be very potent offensively. We are 
going to throw in some different wrinkles 
this year.”

The GMC should be up for grab this sea-

son, though Speice expects Edgerton to be 
the favorite.

“Edgerton has a lot of kids back and 
should be very good,” said Raider head 
coach Mike Speice. “Fairview is going to be 
better again this year while Hicksville and 
Tinora are always competitive. Antwerp is 
much improved as well. The league will be 
very balanced, and I think anybody is capa-
ble of beating anybody each Friday night.”

On top of the league schedule, the Raid-
ers will prepare for the conference slate 
with three very competitive non-conference 
battles.

Paulding will open the schedule before 
road trips to playoff squads McComb and 
Crestview in weeks two and three.

“Our schedule will be very challeng-
ing again this year,” said the Raider head 
coach. “We open with a big county rivalry 
game in Paulding before we make the trip to 
McComb who is a perennial playoff team. 
Then we go to Crestview who is another big 
rival and a playoff team on a yearly basis. 
So, we will use that to get ready for a very 
competitive GMC slate.”

Wayne Trace opens the 2018 season 
when it hosts Paulding on Aug. 24.

Raiders jump to Division VI in 2018

BY KEVIN 
WANNEMACHER

DHI Media Correspondent
sports@timesbulletin.com

HAVILAND — New faces and 
inexperience will be two big chal-
lenges facing Wayne Trace girls 
golf head coach Jeremy Daeger for 
the 2018 season.

After losing a quartet of four-
year players due to graduation 
from last season, Daeger will look 
to replace those golfers with a 

group that features inexperience 
but also has potential.

A pair of returnees lead the 
way for Wayne Trace in junior 
Claire Sinn and sophomore Ken-
adie Daeger.

“We have good experience in 
those two girls,” said the Raider 
head coach. “Claire had a good 
year for us last season and contin-
ues to get better. Kenadie also had 
a solid year a season ago and has 
played a lot of golf this summer in 
preparation of the year. I expect 

both girls to be leaders for us this 
year.”

Expected to step up and take 
over some of those roles at the var-
sity level is senior Olivia Klinker, 
junior Addie Etzler and sopho-
more Chloe Parker.

“We have some girls that are 
looking to take that next step,” 
said Daeger. “Olivia really put in 
a lot of work over the summer and 
took some lessons in trying to im-
prove her game. She has worked 
very hard for us. Chloe and Addie 

are both back after a year of get-
ting some experience at the high 
school level so we look for them to 
show improvement as well.”

Two other sophomores are out 
for the fi rst time in Alena Denny 
and Emma Crosby while freshman 
Rylee Troth also joined the squad.

“Probably our biggest challenge 
is just learning the game of golf,” 
said the Raider head coach. “We 
need to do the little things and 
improve each day in practice and 
in matches. It is a mentally chal-

lenging game and we need to work 
on playing through the good times 
and the days that things don’t go so 
well. You have to control the highs 
and lows and stay focused.”

Daeger is pleased with the 
progress of this Raider squad so 
far.

“The girls are working hard 
and have gotten better,” said Dae-
ger. “I am looking forward to get-
ting the season going and see how 
things go. I think it is going to be a 
fun season.”

Lady Raiders will feature new faces
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BY KEVIN 
WANNEMACHER

DHI Media 
Correspondent

sports@timesbulletin.com

HAVILAND — Max-
imizing potential and de-
veloping consistency will 
be two key areas of focus 
for the Wayne Trace vol-
leyball team as the Lady 
Raiders look to the 2018 
season.

Head coach Angie Spe-
ice returns for her seventh 
season with six seniors 
leading the way on a 
12-person roster.

Topping the list of re-
turnees are 3-year letter 
winner Sadie Sinn and 
2-year letter winnern 
Kaylee Shepherd, botn 
seniors. Sinn led Wayne 
Trace with 365 digs a 
year ago while Shepherd 
recorded 310 digs and 18 
aces.

Olivia Egnor, Alli Hef-
ner, Brooke Greulach and 
Meagan Speice all come 

back for their second sea-
son at the varsity level. 
Hefner chipped in 108 
kills and 47 blocks in 2017.

“We have a very good 
group of seniors,” said the 
Raider head coach. “This 
group has worked very 
hard in the offseason and 
in practices and they have 
done a great job of leading 
the team as well. It will be 
interesting to see how this 
group develops over the 
course of the year.”

Junior Miriam Sinn is 
also back from last season 
following a year which saw 
her total 249 digs.

“Kaylee and Miriam 
both have really worked 
hard to improve this year,” 
Speice said. “They are go-
ing to have to play some 
different roles and take 
over some setting but they 
have put a lot of time in 
to make themselves better 
volleyball players.”

Wayne Trace will also 
feature some youth on the 
fl oor with freshman Mor-

gan Hefner expected to 
play at the varsity level. 
Sophomores Katie Stoller, 
Hannah Sanderson and 
Katrina Stoller are battling 
for playing time as well.

“We’ve got some 
younger girls who have 
worked very hard and are 
going to work themselves 
into playing time at the 
varsity level,” said Speice. 
“Morgan has put in a lot 
of time and played a lot 
of club volleyball and it 
shows on the fl oor. Some 
of the other younger girls 
are getting better each 
week so it is exciting to see 
how much these girls con-
tinue to improve.

“I am looking forward 
to this year,” said the Raid-
er mentor. “This group of 
girls is very good about 
coming in and doing what 
they need to do in practice 
to make themselves better. 
Their work ethic is very 
strong, and they want to go 
out and not just compete 
but win every match.”

Lady Raiders led by six seniors

BY KEVIN WANNEMACHER
DHI Media Correspondent
sports@timesbulletin.com

HAVILAND — Wayne Trace cross 
country head coach Troy Branch enters his 
21st season at the helm of the Raider pro-
gram with both squads looking to maximize 
potential.

Numbers are up for the Wayne Trace 
boys team with seven participants. Mean-
while, the girls squad currently has only 
four runners, but Branch sees potential in 
those individuals as well.

Senior Austin Reed and junior Tyce 
Homier lead the Wayne Trace roster in 2018 
after each ran at the varsity level a season 
ago. Four freshman are featured on the 
squad as well in Brian Rittenhouse, Alan 
Keysor, Noah Schisler and Austin Lyons.

“We are going to be young but I think 
this group has a lot of room to get better,” 
Branch said. “They guys are working very 
hard and we have seen them improve al-
ready this year. We know we have room for 
improvement and we will continue to strive 
to do just that.”

Another newcomer to the Raider pro-
gram is junior Jace Vining.

“It is going to be nice for these kids to 
be able to compete as a team this year af-
ter they ran as individuals last season,” said 
Branch. “This group will work together as 
a team as well as individually so they could 
see some different challenges and set some 
different goals.”

Branch feels Fairview is probably the 
team to beat in the Green Meadows Confer-
ence but also notes that others could chal-
lenge.

“Fairview always has good numbers 
and comes up with good runners so they 
are probably the team to beat,” said the 
Raider head coach. “Ayersville and Edg-
erton should also be very competitive and 
will probably be right there. The rest of the 
league will be very balanced.”

Meanwhile, the Raider girls are on the 
opposite side of the spectrum.

After having enough to compete as a 
team last season, Wayne Trace currently 
only has four participants on the girls side.

Senior Gracie Laukhuf is the top return-
ee for the Raiders and is joined by junior 
Mady Laukhuf.

Wayne Trace also has a pair of newcom-
ers on the squad in freshman Faith Meraz 
and sophomore Cassidy Campbell.

“The girls are also working hard,” said 
the Raider head coach. “The biggest thing 
for them is to just continue to work and get 
better as individuals. We don’t have enough 
to compete as a team but they can all im-
prove and do the best they can.”

In the league, Branch feels Fairview and 
Holgate are most likely the favorites.

“Both Fairview and Holgate each have 
some quality kids back,” said Branch. “But 
there are going to be teams that surprise as 
well and I think anybody can compete on a 
given day. It will be interesting to see how 
the league meet works out.”

Raider cross country 
squads have potential
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ROCKFORD — The Parkway 
Panthers look primed to have an-
other good fall as head coach Ann 
Vian, now in her 12th year at the 
helm, will attempt to get the boys 
back to state and the girls a region-
al berth. Both the boys and girls 
return a plethora of letter winners.

Vian expects great things for 
both teams. For the boys she is 
pushing them to get back to the 
state meet, just as they did in 2016, 
they unfortunately fell just short 
last season.

“This looks to be a very strong 
team with a good combination of 
experience and talent, ” said the 
head coach of the Panthers cross 

country team.
The boys had two athletes com-

pete as individuals last fall at the 
state meet, Matt Goerke and Kyle 
Roth. They are just two of the re-
turning letter winners. Preston 
Browning, Aaron Bruns, Wesley 
Ford and Chaz Neuenschwander 
will also return and look to lead 
the Panthers back to the promise 
land.

“Matt Goerke set a new high 
school record last year (16:36) 
and would like to break that and 
get the senior record,” said Vian. 
“Kyle Roth broke the sophomore 
record last year and would like to 
break Matt’s junior record.”

The team will gain a quartet of 
freshman, Gage Hamrick, Riley 
Samples, Cade Schoenleben and 
Blake Strickler. Where normally 

you would expect the upperclass-
men to help push the freshman, 
Vian sees it a different way.

“I look for the freshman to help 
make the others better because 
they will push the upperclassmen,” 
Vian said. “Quite a few members 
of the team has been participat-
ing in the Mercer Health 5k’s this 
summer which should get them 
ready for the season.”

The boys fi nished fourth out of 
nine in the Midwest Athletic Con-
ference in 2017, second at districts 
and fell short of qualifying for 
states with a ninth place fi nish out 
of 23 teams at regionals.

On the other side of the coin is 
the girls squad. After a disappoint-
ing season in 2017 the Lady Pan-
thers will look to rebound in 2018.

The team returns 10 letter win-

ners from last fall. The girls fi n-
ished in ninth place last year in 
the MAC and sixth in districts. 
They didn’t qualify for regionals, 
but Vian is confi dent that with the 
experience and talent the squad 
is bringing back, a regional berth 
might be possible this year.

“My goal for these girls is to 
build up their confi dence so they 
make it to regionals as a team,” 
said Vian. “There are good, strong 
runners in this group and they 
have great potential.”

Of the returners, Vian sus-
pects Rachell Barrett and Treya 
Conn will be the top runners on 
the team. Lexi Cottman, Claire 
Eichler, Zoie Huffman, Clarissa 
Krogman, Kayla Kuhn, Faith Rol-
lins, Sydney Waters and Ashlyn 
White will round out the returners.

Zian predicts that if the team 
comes together and pushes each 
other anything is possible. The 
team didn’t lose one team member 
from last fall and have even gained 
a trio of runners. Izzy Strunk and 
Loren Stuckey are seniors who ran 
track last year and have decided to 
join the fold, while Leah Eichler is 
joining because she is a freshman 
who ran in middle school.

For both teams the conference 
will be very tough which is usu-
al for the MAC. Vian is excited 
for both teams and anticipates 
the boys have a chance to win the 
conference and make it to the state 
meet, while wanting the girls to 
push themselves up the ladder in 
the MAC and clinch a berth to re-
gionals.

Parkway setting sights on the regional and state meet

BY JOHN PARENT
DHI Media Regional Sports Editor

sports@timesbulletin.com

ROCKFORD — Parkway’s volley-
ball team hasn’t endured many win-
less seasons in the Midwest Athletic 
Conference, but that’s what happened 
in 2017. The Lady Panthers are com-
ing off a 9-15 overall record, includ-
ing an 0-9 mark inn league play, but 
head coach Jordan Henkle expects this 
year’s record to be better.

Last season, MAC schools won two 
state championships (Versailles in Di-
vision III and New Bremen in Division 
IV) and a state runner-up (Coldwater, 
Division III).

“The MAC is the strongest small-
school conference in Ohio,” Henkle 
said, “but, we look to get a couple of 
wins this year.”

Henkle is entering his third season 
at the helm of the Lady Panther pro-
gram, and holds a 23-26 career record. 
His 2018 squad will have holes to fi ll, 
including the loss of all-league honor-
able mention Mackenzie Sipe, but four 
letterwinners return from the 2017 

team. Outside hitter McKenna John-
son, setter Grace Rogers and libero 
Kris Kirby are back, as is middle hit-
ter Grace Swander, who is coming off 
an injury.

“We are excited to get Grace Swan-
der back and 100 percent healthy,” 
Henkle said.

Swander is the only senior on this 
year’s roster, which will be augmented 
by junior middle hitter Sophia Miller, 
junior Ashley Burtch, junior outside 
hitter Leah Harshman and junior Lexi 
Cairns. Freshmen Gracyn Temple and 
Faith Jacobs and sophomore McKayla 
Sites will also see signifi cant varsity 
action this season.

“We expect to compete every time 
we are in the gym,” Henkle said of 
his young roster. “Our goals include 
improvement on our 2017 record and 
a sectional championship. We believe 
we can challenge every team we play 
in some way.”

Henkle expects St. Henry to be con-
sidered the MAC favorite this season, 
but he named New Bremen, Fort Re-
covery, Versailles and New Knoxville 
as other contenders for the league title.

New Bremen and Coldwater shared 
the MAC championship last season. 
St. Henry has won or shared 27 league 
championships. Parkway has won 
three MAC titles in volleyball, with 
the last coming in the 1992 season.

Young Panthers will lean on lone senior in 2018 season

BY JOHN PARENT
DHI Media Regional Sports Editor

sports@timesbulletin.com 

ROCKFORD — After years at or near the bottom of 
the Midwest Athletic Conference standings, Parkway’s 
girls golf team has fi nished in the middle of the pack in 
each of the last two years. Veteran coach Teri Samples 
and her team is looking to maintain that momentum in 
2018.

Four veterans lead 
Lady Panther golf team

GIRlS GOlF / 15
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Good Luck Area Athletes

BY JOHN PARENT
DHI Media Regional 

Sports Editor
sports@timesbulletin.com

ROCKFORD — Park-
way’s football team has 
won 14 games over the past 
nine seasons. The Panthers 
have also employed four 
different coaches during 
that span.

A fi fth coach, Rob 
“Dusty” Rutledge, aims to 
turn things around at his 
alma mater. Rutledge, who 
played for the Panthers in 
the late 1980s, has spent 
much of the last two de-
cades as collegiate assistant 
coach at West Virginia, 
Michigan and Arizona, all 
serving under head coach 
Rich Rodriguez.

When Shane Wellman 
resigned as the Panthers 
head coach following last 
season’s 1-9 campaign, 
Rutledge got a phone call, 
asking him to come home.

“When we were relieved 
of duties at Arizona, my 
fi rst thought was to get a 
college job somewhere else, 
but there was a guy in the 
[Parkway] community that 
called me and let me know 
the job was open again.

“My fi rst thought was ‘I 
don’t think they’d want to 
hire me,’” Rutledge said. 
“I hadn’t coached high 
school football before, but 
I did some reseasch, and I 
called a couple of people at 

the school. I interviewed, 
and the two people who 
really sold me on the job 
were Jeanne Osterfeld, our 
superintendant, and Matt 
Tripleet, the athletic direc-
tor. They have the same vi-
sion I have.”

Rutledge brings a wealth 
of football knowledge to 
the position. He also brings 
a spread offensive attack 
and a defense, he says, will 
be primarily zone coverage 
with an 8-man front.

“Obviously, we have to 
play better [that previous 
seasons], but the big thing 
is that we have got to change 
the culture,” Rutledge said. 
“That’s the approach I’m 
taking. I don’t want to hear 
‘Parkway don’t belong in 
the MAC,’ or ‘Our kids 
aren’t the same as the kids 
in the southern part of the 
county.’ We were the origi-
nal MAC champs. Parkway 
won the fi rst three MAC 
football championships.

“We’ve got to work hard, 
you don’t get there just by 
playing,” Rutledge said. 
“You’ve got to work hard 
and take it seriously and 
go from there. We will not 
make any excuses. No ex-
cuses.”

Parkway lost all-Mid-
west Athletic Conference 
receiver Caden May to 
graduation, but return sec-
ond-team running back 
Nick Hawk, now a junior. 
The Panthers are using the 

preseason to settle many 
position battles, including 
one at quarterback where 
senior Preston Stober and 
sophomore Eli Rich fi gure 
to be the primary contend-
ers for the job.

“There is no position, 
none, zero, that is set in 
stone at Parkway High 
School, on either side of 
the ball,” Rutledge said. 
“There are no givens. I like 
winning way too much not 
to play the best kids. The 
best teams I was ever on or 
around, they are the ones 
where someone took some-
one’s starting job. There 
won’t be entitlement.”

Rutledge also stressed 
the importnace of the sum-
mer workouts.

“The guys who will get 
the fi rst shot are the guys 
who have put the most time 
in during the offseason,” 
Rutledge said. “Summer 
workouts and the stuff in 
the spring, none of that was 
mandatory, but neither is 
your playing time.”

The Panthers open the 
regular season with a trip 
to Crestview before a home 
game against Spencerville 
in Week Two. Seven of the 
10 schools Parkway will 
face in 2018 went to the 
playoffs a season ago. Park-
way has been to the playoffs 
once, that coming in 1998.

Rutledge comes home 
to lead Panthers

GIRlF GOlF
(from page 14) Back for the Lady Panthers, off a 4-4 record in league matches a year 

ago, are Mecaylah Hesse, Lauren Henderson, Autumn Ellis and Haylee Stuckey. All four 
players earned all-MAC recognition in 2017. Stuckey was a fi rst-team performer while Hen-
derson and Hesse were named to the second team, and Ellis was an honorable mention.

That foursome is at the forefront of the Lady Panthers’ lineup again this season. Stuckey 
has played well early on, leading Parkway’s scoring in several matches, but Ellis, the No. 
4 player in the lineup, has taken match medalist honors in one early-season event already 
this year, as has Hesse, who shot an 18-hole round of 93 at the season-opening Lady Lancer 
Invitational.

Parkway’s top four will be supported by Madison Kroeger, who is the fi fth player in the 
Panther fi eld. The golf season began on Aug. 6.



16 • Fall Sports • August 2018

976 S. Shannon St., Van Wert, Ohio
(419) 238-9662

� �

“Good luck to area teams and athletes!”

647 Ervin Rd, Van Wert
419-238-1546

Car buyers know to look beyond color and check under the hood. Paint 
buyers, too, know that it’s not just about color anymore, it’s about 
getting down to the technology that makes the paint easy to apply, 
durable, moisture and stain resistant, washable, and gentler on the 
environment.
Ace wanted to offer customers a paint that uses advanced 
technologies to provide features that really make a difference. 
We started small – with ceramic microbead technology. 
Clark+Kensington™ interior paints are formulated with tiny 
microspheres that fit snugly together to form a tighter film than 
ordinary paints. This means that stains wash off easier, the surface is 
smoother, and it will take life’s bumps and bruises without showing it.
Clark+Kensington paints are 100% acrylic. This makes interior paints 
moisture resistant, so stains don’t penetrate and cleanup is much 
easier. And it makes exterior paints more flexible, so the paint can 
expand and contract as the temperature changes to minimize cracking 
and peeling.
We do all that and still manufacture our paints with VOC levels 
that are considerably lower than the national EPA regulations. With 
Clark+Kensington, you don’t have to sacrifice quality, durability or 
color selection to be earth friendly.

647 ERVIN RD, VAN WERT
419.238.1546

Making a better paint
We’ve incorporated the latest and best 
technologies to create a paint with features 
that matter to you.

647 W. Ervin Rd., Van Wert  | 419.238.1546
www.LeesAceHardware.com

Lee’s            Hardware
Lumber & Building Center

LocaLLy owned and operated since 1979.

• Drywall • Plywood 
• OSB • MDF 
• Underlayment 
• Insulation 
• Complete line of Standard & Treated Lumber
• Composite Decking:  
 Timbertech, Azek, Genova
• Privacy fence panels 
• Shingles:  
 Owens Corning, IKO, Certainteed, Tamko 
• Ice & Water Guard & Felt Paper 
• Concrete • Vinyl Siding 
• Storm Doors • Entry doors
• Overhead Garage Doors   
• Delivery Available       + much more!

Car buyers know to look beyond color and check under the hood. Paint 
buyers, too, know that it’s not just about color anymore, it’s about 
getting down to the technology that makes the paint easy to apply, 
durable, moisture and stain resistant, washable, and gentler on the 
environment.
Ace wanted to offer customers a paint that uses advanced 
technologies to provide features that really make a difference. 
We started small – with ceramic microbead technology. 
Clark+Kensington™ interior paints are formulated with tiny 
microspheres that fit snugly together to form a tighter film than 
ordinary paints. This means that stains wash off easier, the surface is 
smoother, and it will take life’s bumps and bruises without showing it.
Clark+Kensington paints are 100% acrylic. This makes interior paints 
moisture resistant, so stains don’t penetrate and cleanup is much 
easier. And it makes exterior paints more flexible, so the paint can 
expand and contract as the temperature changes to minimize cracking 
and peeling.
We do all that and still manufacture our paints with VOC levels 
that are considerably lower than the national EPA regulations. With 
Clark+Kensington, you don’t have to sacrifice quality, durability or 
color selection to be earth friendly.

647 ERVIN RD, VAN WERT
419.238.1546

Making a better paint
We’ve incorporated the latest and best 
technologies to create a paint with features 
that matter to you.

647 W. Ervin Rd., Van Wert  | 419.238.1546
www.LeesAceHardware.com

Lee’s            Hardware
Lumber & Building Center

LocaLLy owned and operated since 1979.

• Drywall • Plywood 
• OSB • MDF 
• Underlayment 
• Insulation 
• Complete line of Standard & Treated Lumber
• Composite Decking:  
 Timbertech, Azek, Genova
• Privacy fence panels 
• Shingles:  
 Owens Corning, IKO, Certainteed, Tamko 
• Ice & Water Guard & Felt Paper 
• Concrete • Vinyl Siding 
• Storm Doors • Entry doors
• Overhead Garage Doors   
• Delivery Available       + much more!

Good Luck Area Athletes!

from


