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“Blooming With Tradition”

Queen Jubilee and her Court photos courtesy of Studio Ayla Photography

- The Peony Festival Board

Front cover photo by Kirsten Barnhart

Welcome to the 44th Peony Festival.  This year’s theme is exactly what this year’s planning was all 
about.  The Peony Festival is a time-honored tradition that is passed down from year to year and 
planned with much care and passion.  This year’s festival holds many of the same activities and events 
that the last year and the year before did. That’s what tradition is all about.  Lots of new things make 
an appearance and are enjoyed by all and sometimes become a tradition.  

This year has many of the things we look forward to seeing each year. Friday is full of loved things and 
new things to enjoy. It all starts on Friday morning at beautiful Fountain Park.  Many artisans, crafters 
and vendors, along with the loved Optimist Youth Art Show, will open for your pleasure.  Food alley 
will offer last year’s loved and this year’s soon-to-be loved foods to delight or visit the Peony Festival 
Board at the concession stand for dinner.  Our wonderful friends from Land Grant Brewing will once 
again serve up cold adult beverages, both Friday and Saturday evenings, along Jefferson Street. New 
this year, you’ll be able to admire the art that goes into tattoos, as they are judged at the new event on 
Jefferson Street.  The annual car show will be in full swing along West Main Street for you to view the 
magnificent machines in all their glory. As expected, the Summer Concert Series will kick off, thanks 
to the Van Wert Co. Foundation, with Turn It Up paying tribute to the legendary Lynyrd Skynyrd.  This 
will be the perfect opportunity to take a rest on the lawn and chat with your neighbors or make a new 
friend.  

Saturday starts with a good, old-fashioned fishing derby for the kids at Camp Clay.  The park will be 
alive all day with lots to do and see.  Those many new things we have brought you, like entertainment 
by local groups and singing by the youth from the area, the Chair-ity Auction and many others, are now 
traditions that everyone has come to love and are back again.  The children will be delighted with the 
new activities and games in the park and on Jefferson Street. 

Need a break from the crowd?  Take a self-guided garden tour and cast your vote for your favorite 
pretty porch.  Some of our local landmarks have been highlighted on the garden tour this year, such as 
the Children’s Garden and the beautiful Wassenberg Art Center.  You’ll find the Jubilee Flower Show 
at the Wass as you take in all the wonderful areas on their property. The tours run both Saturday 
and Sunday.  You’ll find a tour pamphlet and ballot at the Peony Festival Board Information Booth on 
Jefferson Street.

One of the longest running traditions at the Peony Festival is the grand parade.  The parade steps off at 
5 p.m. from the corner of Cherry and Main streets, headed west toward Lincoln Highway.  

Join us back at Fountain Park after the parade for more fun.  Another free concert, sponsored by the 
Peony Festival Board, will feature Kaitlynn Schmitt And The Move, a variety band that plays music of all 
sorts — country, pop, 90’s R&B and just a dash of rock and roll. We promise you won’t be disappointed.  
For the young and young at heart, we will have Ohio Sanctioned Pedal Pullers.  How far can you go?

We sincerely hope that you enjoy the traditional things from year’s past and the new to be traditions 
from this year. The Peony Festival Board wishes everyone a wonderful weekend in downtown Van 
Wert.
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QUEEN XLIV

Michaella Johnson, representing Van Wert High School, is 
the daughter of Demond and Lisa Johnson. She has three 
siblings, Dru, Macy, and Meah. In school, she is the President 
of the National Honor Society, President of Spanish Club, and 
a Beta Club officer. She is a member of the band, where she is 
the Field Commander. Through drama, she has had lead roles 
in her school musicals. She is a member of the Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes and is a Junior Rotarian. She was the 
2018 winner of CHP’s Ohio Has Talent and has had callbacks 
for American Idol and the Voice. She is a spokesman for Rays 
of Hope Grief Camp. She is an active member of First United 
Methodist Church where she participates in the youth group. 
She has had the opportunity to go on several mission trips, 
including Haiti, Toledo, Tennessee, St. Louis, Alabama, and 
Florida. She currently works at Pizza Hut. In her spare time, 
she enjoys singing and playing the piano. She also loves 
drama and playing the trumpet. After graduation she plans 
on attending the University of Mobile, studying musical 
theatre. She has always thought the Peony Festival was an 
awesome festival. She has enjoyed attending pageants in 
the past and feels that it is such an honor to represent her 
school and give back to the community.

Michaella 
Johnson

Van Wert High School
Talent Winner • Community Involvement Winner
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First Runner-Up
Spencerville High School

Torie Bockey

Torie Bockey, representing Spencerville High School, is 
the daughter of Doug and Sherry Bockey. She has a twin 
sister, Brooke, and two brothers, Zach and Dylan. She is a 
member of the National Honor Society, Student Council, 
FCA, FFA, HPAC, FCCLA, Spanish Club, SHS Gatekeepers, 
and Sisters of Christ. She is on the track team and cross 
country team. She is also on the Junior Fair Board and has 
helped with Christmas basket delivery. She works at her 
school, running the scoreboard and time system at junior 
high games. She also babysits, tutors, and helps clean the 
school in the summer. She is very passionate about sign 
language, enjoys studying, and spending time with her 
family. After graduation she plans on attending Rhodes 
State and Muskingum University studying occupational 
therapy. She is proud to represent Spencerville in the 
Peony Pageant and would like to inspire other children 
to show them that every girl and boy is worthy enough to 
make an impact on the world. She is looking forward to 
the opportunity of participating in the pageant.
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Second Runner-Up
Crestview High School

Chelsea Taylor

Chelsea Taylor, representing Crestview High School, is the daughter 
of Darrin Taylor and Shanay Taylor. She has a twin sister, Alyssa, 
and a brother, Austin. Chelsea is a member of the National Honor 
Society, FCCLA, Scholastic Bowl, Student Council, and is a Junior 
Rotarian. She is a football cheerleader, basketball cheerleader, and 
is on the Competition Cheer Team. She is also a member of the 
track and field team. She helped to create the Kindness Empower 
You Program, where she has partnered with the YWCA for Stand 
Against Racism. She is in EPIC Youth and has helped with several 
United Way Projects. She also helps do makeup for Knight Vision. 
She is employed by Flip Tuck Gymnastics as a head coach. In her 
spare time, she enjoys doing service for the community. She 
also watches YouTube videos about self-awareness and societal 
awareness. She loves cheer, gymnastics, watching movies and 
Netflix, and spending time with her family. After graduation she 
plans to attend the United States Air Force Academy, majoring 
in aeronautical engineering. She plans to become a pilot after 
graduation. She wanted to be in the pageant because she wants to 
be a good role model for younger girls in her community. She has 
learned a lot about how one person can affect many others. She 
would like to continue to be a good role model for children who 
look up to her based on all her other roles she has already taken 
on. She also is looking forward to meeting other girls who enjoy 
participating in opportunities in the community.
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Delphos Jefferson 
High School

Allison McClurg

Neighbors Insuring Neighbors Since 1863
Contact Our Agents:

Schmit, Massa & Lloyd Ins. Agcy…419-692-0951
Rhoades Ins. Agency…419-238-2341 • Lyons Ins…419-229-3359

www.germanmutualofdelphos.com

Alli McClurg, representing Delphos Jefferson High School, 
is the daughter of Gregg and Missy McClurg and sibling of 
Ayron McClurg. In school she serves as the President of 
Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA), President of 
the National Honor Society, senior class officer, and North 
Vice President of Ohio FBLA. She is a Junior Optimist and 
is involved with the Allen Lima Youth Leadership Program. 
She is on the volleyball and basketball teams. She helps 
with the Mentors 3 Program and the Community Christmas 
Project. She is currently working at McDonald’s. In her 
spare time, she likes to play the piano and participate 
in sports. Through the College Credit Plus program, she 
will be graduating from Rhoades State this May with an 
associate’s degree. She is then planning on attending 
Bluffton College to become an intervention specialist. 
She wanted to be part of the Peony Pageant because she 
wants to be a good role model for younger children in 
her community. She felt that it would be a good way to 
represent her school and meet new people.
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Delphos St. Johns 
High School

Skye Stevenson

Van Wert County  Veterans serViCe Commission 
121 E Main St, Van Wert, OH 45891 • (419) 238-9592

Skye Stevenson, representing Delphos St. Johns High 
School, is the daughter of Jeremy and Kelly Stevenson. 
She has three siblings, Samantha, Patrick, and Zane. At 
school she is in choir and has had roles in school musicals. 
She is a statistician for the wrestling team. She is on the 
Delphos Jefferson softball team. She is a member of the 
Van Wert All Stars Competition Cheer Team. She attends 
church at Delphos St. John’s church where she has been 
a greeter and cantor. She works at A & W in Delphos. In 
her spare time, she enjoys softball, theatre, music, and 
singing. After graduation she plans on going into a branch 
of the Air Force and then pursuing a career as a nurse. She 
was previously crowned Queen at the Delphos Canal Days 
Pageant and she loved the experience. She wanted to be 
in the Peony Pageant to meet new people and represent 
her community and school in a positive light. She is 
excited to participate in another pageant.
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Lincolnview High School

Kylie Hohman

Car buyers know to look beyond color and check under the hood. Paint 
buyers, too, know that it’s not just about color anymore, it’s about 
getting down to the technology that makes the paint easy to apply, 
durable, moisture and stain resistant, washable, and gentler on the 
environment.
Ace wanted to offer customers a paint that uses advanced 
technologies to provide features that really make a difference. 
We started small – with ceramic microbead technology. 
Clark+Kensington™ interior paints are formulated with tiny 
microspheres that fit snugly together to form a tighter film than 
ordinary paints. This means that stains wash off easier, the surface is 
smoother, and it will take life’s bumps and bruises without showing it.
Clark+Kensington paints are 100% acrylic. This makes interior paints 
moisture resistant, so stains don’t penetrate and cleanup is much 
easier. And it makes exterior paints more flexible, so the paint can 
expand and contract as the temperature changes to minimize cracking 
and peeling.
We do all that and still manufacture our paints with VOC levels 
that are considerably lower than the national EPA regulations. With 
Clark+Kensington, you don’t have to sacrifice quality, durability or 
color selection to be earth friendly.

647 ERVIN RD, VAN WERT
419.238.1546

Making a better paint
We’ve incorporated the latest and best 
technologies to create a paint with features 
that matter to you.

647 W. Ervin Rd., Van Wert  | 419.238.1546
www.LeesAceHardware.com

Lee’s            Hardware
Lumber & Building Center

LocaLLy owned and operated since 1979.

• Drywall • Plywood 
• OSB • MDF 
• Underlayment 
• Insulation 
• Complete line of Standard & Treated Lumber
• Composite Decking:  
 Timbertech, Azek, Genova
• Privacy fence panels 
• Shingles:  
 Owens Corning, IKO, Certainteed, Tamko 
• Ice & Water Guard & Felt Paper 
• Concrete • Vinyl Siding 
• Storm Doors • Entry doors
• Overhead Garage Doors   
• Delivery Available       + much more!
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Kylie Hohman, representing Lincolnview High School, 
is the daughter of Dan and Kim Hohman. She has twin 
brothers, Kaden and Carter. She is a member of the National 
Honor Society, BETA Club, and is a Scholar Athlete. She is 
a varsity cheerleader for the basketball team and is on the 
Lincolnview Competition Cheer Team. She is the yearbook 
manager and was a senior homecoming attendant. She 
is a competition dancer for Kim Hohman’s DanceWorks 
and is on the Van Wert All Stars Cheer Team. She is also 
an instructor at the dance studio. She attends Lifehouse 
Church in Van Wert. In her spare time, she enjoys dance, 
cheer, and spending time with her family. She also loves 
going to the lake. After high school, she plans on attending 
Aveda Institute in Columbus to obtain her esthetician 
licenses. She would also like to pursue a business degree. 
Kylie has participated in other pageants and has served 
as Miss West Central Ohio’s Outstanding Teen and Miss 
Grand Lake’s Outstanding Teen. She feels that being in 
the Peony Pageant would give her the opportunity to 
represent the young people in her school and community 
in a positive way. She would like to inspire others and 
encourage them to serve their community and become 
the best version of themselves.
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Parkway High 
School

Loren Stukey

PROUD
SUPPORTER
OF OUR
PARKWAY
PANTHERS

The Rockford Chamber of Commerce
exists to bring together business, 
government, and civic interests to 
enhance the economic and social 
environment of the Rockford, Ohio area.

· Quarterly business development member events

· Member listing in printed directory and website

· Promotion of business through advertising, 

 press releases, and social media

· Chamber Bucks - gift certificates

· Exclusive brainstorming and advertising 

  opportunities

BECOME A MEMBER TODAY! 

151 COLUMBIA STREET  |  ROCKFORD, OH 45882  |  WWW.ROCKFORDALIVE.ORG

Loren Stukey, representing Parkway High School, is the 
daughter of Adam and Wendy Stukey. She has a twin sister, 
Haylee, and a brother, Austin. In school she is a member of 
the cross country team, track team, and is a statistician 
for the wrestling team. She is a member of the National 
Honor Society, Future Teachers of America, Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes and yearbook. She also participates 
in Relay For Life events. She is a member of the New 
Horizons Community Church, where she participates in 
D-Group and is a greeter. She works at Laudick’s Jewelry 
and is a wedding photography assistant. She volunteers at 
Colonial Nursing Home and Shane Hill. She enjoys running 
and working out and has trained for two half marathons. 
She also enjoys spending time with family and friends. 
After high school she plans on pursuing a business-related 
degree in a field such as human resources. Her guidance 
counselor encouraged her to participate in the pageant 
and she feels that it is an honor to represent her school 
and bring a spotlight to her hometown.
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Paulding High School
Miss Congeniality • Most Photogenic

Sydney Price

We are Committed to the Community and 
a Proud Sponsor of the Peony Festival.

www.PPEC.coop

Sydney Price, representing Paulding High School, is the 
daughter of Jeff and Wendy Price and the sibling of 
Deyton Price. She is the President of the senior class and 
is on the Student Council. She is a scholar athlete and is a 
member of the National Honor Society. She participates in 
volleyball, drama, and yearbook. She is an active member 
of Relay For Life and the American Red Cross, where she 
volunteers at the blood drive. She also volunteers with 
Blessings in a Bag and cleaning up Town Square. She 
attends Divine Mercy Catholic Church in Paulding. She 
babysits and also works at Woodbridge Campground. In 
her spare time, she likes to sing, listen to music, play 
volleyball, and hang out with family and friends. After 
graduation she plans on attending Bowling Green State 
University, majoring in early childhood education. She 
has watched this pageant since she was a little girl and 
she is proud to be able to represent her school this year. 
She feels that it is a great opportunity.
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Vantage Career Center

Ashley Dauer

214 Towne Center Blvd, Van Wert, Ohio

Open 7 Days a Week
Monday-Friday from 7 AM to 7 PM

Saturday & Sunday from 9 AM to 3 PM

(419) 605-0850

Walk-in Clinic 

Van Wert Health North

214 Towne Center Blvd, Van Wert, Ohio

Open 7 Days a Week
Monday-Friday from 7 AM to 7 PM

Saturday & Sunday from 9 AM to 3 PM

(419) 605-0850

Walk-in Clinic 

Van Wert Health North

214 Towne Center Blvd, Van Wert, Ohio

Open 7 Days a Week
Monday-Friday from 7 AM to 7 PM

Saturday & Sunday from 9 AM to 3 PM

(419) 605-0850

Walk-in Clinic 

Van Wert Health North

214 Towne Center Blvd, Van Wert, Ohio

Open 7 Days a Week
Monday-Friday from 7 AM to 7 PM

Saturday & Sunday from 9 AM to 3 PM

(419) 605-0850

Walk-in Clinic 

Van Wert Health North

Ashley Dauer, representing Vantage Career Center, is 
the daughter of Deb Dauer and sister of Ryan Gabrio. At 
Vantage, she is the President of the Health Technology 
Program and participates in the Health Occupation 
Student of America program. She dances at Stars by Erin. 
She participates in Campus Life, where she went on a 
mission trip to Florida. She also volunteers at the Humane 
Society. She is currently employed at Chief Supermarket. 
In her spare time, she enjoys dance and hanging out with 
her friends and family. After high school she plans on 
attending Cal State in Los Angeles, majoring in kinesiology. 
She would like to have a career as an athletic trainer. She 
wanted to be in the pageant so that she could be a role 
model for other little girls who aren’t the ideal body type 
to show them that they can put themselves out there and 
accomplish their goals.
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Talent Show
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COLOR

Queen and her court

Find out what 
all the buzz 

is about... 
We get you 

the home you 
deserve!

419-238-5555
www.BeeGeeRealty.com
122 N Washington St.
Van Wert, OH 45891
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Peony Festival Sr. King & Queen
This year's Senior King 
and Queen, who were 
unanimously chosen by the 
Peony Festival committee, 
are Max and Linda Gamble.  
Their selection goes right 
along with the festival's 
theme "Blooming With 
Tradition."

The Gambles enjoy 
gardening and sharing the 
abundance that God gives 
them with others.  

Max has been on the 
Historical Museum Board, 
the Council on Aging 

building committee and 
currently serves on the 
Apple Festival Board.

They are certainly an 
asset to the Van Wert 
Community.  

Max and Linda have been 
married for 55 years, and 
are the parents of seven 
children.  They attend 
Trinity Friends Church. 

Enjoy Your Day at
Van Wert’s Beautiful

Peony Parade!
Cowan & Son
Funeral Home

616 S. Washington
Van Wert, Ohio

419-238-6385

ONE FAMILY
SERVING THE VAN WERT AREA

FOR OVER 100 YEARS

• Advanced Funeral Planning

• Sensitive and Thoughtful Guidance

cowanfuneralhome.com
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Proud to host the

Peony Pageant 

for the past 22 years! 

419.238.1695
www.marshfoundation.org

The Marsh Foundation, 1229 Lincoln Highway, 
P.O. Box 150, Van Wert, Ohio 45891

Proud to host 
the Peony Pageant 
for the past 25 years!

Once I Was - Dennis and Vic Schulte
Gold Canyon Candles - Cyndee Delong
Thirty One - Marie Bennett
Snap Jewelry - Bobbi Jo Yocum
Brown Bag Soap Co. - Leona Douglass
Perfectly Posh - Brenda Allison
Origami Owl - Olga Kipp
Paparazzi Jewelry - Penny Baucom
Eileen's Natural Soaps - Penny Baucom
Scentsy - Susie Sanderson
Sara's Crafts - Sara McLaughlin
The Candy Couple - Lindsay and Dana Coyne
Vividly Unique Photography - 
Lindsay and Dana Coyne
Joy's Candles - Joy Pellett
O'Sister Jams & Jellies - Patti Bonifas and 
Cindy Schwinnen
Sky's the Limit Bowtique - Amanda Richey
Something From the Garden - Julie Hamilton
Dog Leashes - Woven Items and Wreaths - 
Roger Eis
Mary Kay - Maribeth Dickman
Rod Bender Baits - Jason Davis
C & M Crafts
Zilis - Kathy Boaz Team
B' Plant IDs - Brenda Crawford
Color Street - Sara Sharninghouse
Wood Crafts - Josh Sharninghouse
Author - Stephanie Edding
Penelope Sage - Penny Richardson
Mythical Gardens - Jami Tusko
Wreaths-Birdfeeders etc. - Rose Cooksey
Haven of Hope - Janine Foster
Norwex - Jenna Miller and Faith Stabler

American Forging - Dan Davenport
Adams Entertainment - Barb and William Adams
Sports Banners Plus - Nick Maminlu
Cherry Hill Treasures - Chris Adair
Usborne Books & More - Ashley Klausing
Honor Flight NEI - Aleta Weiss
VW Co. Humane Society
Common Scents - Rita Disbrow
What the Fudge - Brenda Smith
Elevate Coffee - Darcie Price
The Licorice Guy - Amanda Wyma
Sky's the Limit Bowtique - Amanda Richey
RZ's Dips - Rodney and Sharon Wyma
Lilla Rose - Brandi Reidenbach
Grieze Art - Bryan Griez

2019 Art & Vendor Show 
 Confirmed Vendors
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Van Wert County Foundation
 Central Mutual Insurance
Jubilee Sponsors
Marsh Foundation
Wassenberg Sponsors
Cowan & Son Funeral Home
ABC Concrete - K&L Ready Mix
Greif Bros. Inc.
Triple R Farms
Eaton Corporation
American Legion - Post 178
EBS Pro Aaudio
Lincoln Sponsors
Carcione Law Office
Thatcher Insurance Agency
Thrivent Financial
Fortman's Crescent Linen Service
Tisha Fast - State Farm
Rhoades Insurance Agency
Kelly Rauch
Young's Trash Service
Dr. John Eversman DDS
Keister & Baker Law Offices
Bee Gee Realty
Elk's Lodge # 1197
Cooper Farms Cooked Meats
YWCA of Van Wert
Wood Creations
Karen Pugh
Studio Ayla
Van Wert Federal Savings Bank
 Leland Smith Insurance
Raabe Ford
Haviland Drainage Products

In Kind Sponsors
Alspach - Gearhart
First Federal Savings & Loan

Grand Jubilee  
Sponsors

Tori Bockey, Michaella Johnson and Chelsea Taylor 
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2019 
Grand 

Marshal

The 2019 Grand Marshall has been chosen for the Peony 
Festival’s Grand Parade. Many wonderful nominations 
were received from the public with Louie Crow, nominated 
by Mary Deitsch, winning the majority of votes at the 
February Peony Festival Board meeting. 

Mary nominated Louie and added these very complimentary 
words, “Louie is a forever citizen of Van Wert. He is always 
working at his church in a quiet way, spreading the name 
of the Lord by doing good works. He can talk to the youth 
of our community in an honest, kind way, on their level. He 
is always busy helping someone in need.”

Mr. Crow, a lifelong resident of Van Wert, graduated from 
Van Wert High School. He worked at his family’s grocery 
store, that was located where today’s Hospital Thrift Shop 
is. Upon graduation, Louie attended Purdue University. He 
returned home and worked at Alspach’s Funeral Home and 
attended Defiance College and then Cincinnati College of 
Mortuary.

For 35 years, Mr. Crow owned and worked at the Party 
Shop, and also worked part time at Ketcham Riply Funeral 
Home in Rockford for 40 years.

He was a Scout Master and Explorer Advisor to many local 
children.

He is 57-year member of the Van Wert Elks, where he has 
held many offices. 

Louie and his wife Diana, are members of Presbyterian 
Church in Van Wert, where Louie currently serves as a 
trustee. 

If you know Louie or see him, congratulate him and tell 
him thanks for all he does.

The Peony Festival Board would like to thank Mary Deitsch 
for participating in this endeavor to honor someone so 
deserving. 

(photo credit Van Wert Elks page)

Louie 
Crow

Opening Dance - Choreographed by Olivia Brown
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Past Peony Queens

Rheba Dougal   1932
Mary Elizabeth Sampsell  1933
Thelma Scheidt   1934
Leon Mae Moser   1935
Grayce Reed    1936
Jill Clare King    1937
Betty Althoven    1938
Betty Joan Jones    1939
Jeanne Lewis    1940
Genevieve Wendel   1941
Janice Gardner    1955
Janis Beatty    1956
Janice Prior    1957
Pat Taylor    1958
Sara Drury    1959
Sally Ann DeMoss   1960
Karen Schumm   1992
Tonya Summersett  1993
Michelle Cavelege  1994
Carrie Beard   1995
Denise Buettner   1996
Amy Laukhuf   1997

Amber Marie McCoy  1998
Julie Perkins   1999
Natalie Taylor   2000
Brianna Treece    2001
Jenna Grunden    2002
Sarah Rolsten    2003
Sarah Giffin    2004
Amanda Keltner    2005
DeAnna Kruger    2006
Hanna Ford    2007
Heather Farr    2008
Alyssa Evans    2009
Ayla Eley    2010
Mari Young    2011
Alex Burchfield    2012
Jordan Rex   2013
Chelsea Hancock   2014
Schylar Miller   2015
Ashton Bowersock  2016
Katlyn Wendel   2017
Madison Pugh   2018

www.timesbulletin.com

Subscribe and get 
both print edition and 

online access at
www.timesbulletin.com

to keep up on news, 
sports, classifieds, 

& much more!

Ph: 419-238-2285
1167 Westwood 
Drive, Ste. 101
Van Wert, OH 45891
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Flowers In
Full Bloom

The Peony Festival Board announced the 
2019 Flowers In Full Bloom nominees.  
These nominees were submitted by the 
community to be recognized as women 
who have influenced, encouraged, and 
uplifted all those who they have come in 
contact with.

These women are truly inspiring and 
worthy of the community's recognition.  

Carolyn Kesler is a caring, giving person 
in everything that she does.  She is truly a 
"one of a kind."  Carolyn is involved with 
the Parish Counsel at St. Mary's church.  
She is still working at Van Wert Health 
after 51 years. Carolyn is also a member 
of the Merry Widows group.

Alice Berryman first moved to the Van 
Wert area to the Berryman homestead.  
Alice said she wasn't happy here as she 
was a "City Girl" and as a child she and 
her family often traveled to big cities with 
her father, who was a pastor.  Alice knew 
no one here except her husband's family.  
In 1984, a friend told her to "bloom where 
you are planted."  This inspired her to get 
a substitute teaching job at Lincolnview, 
which eventually turned into a full time 
position.  Alice now thinks there is no 
better place to live than in the country.  
She and her husband Dennis attend Grace 
Bible Church, where she teaches Sunday 
School and Bible School.  Alice and Dennis 
have two sons and five grandchildren.
 
Joyce Brandt attends first Baptist 
Church in Van Wert.  She has served as 
a Christian Women's Club officer, the 
past President of the Van Wert Women's 
Club and is involved in the Merry Widows 
grief share program. Joyce has three 
sons, 10 grandchildren, and two step 
grandchildren.

Connie Drake was a nurse for many years 
at Van Wert Family Physicians.  She 
shared her wealth of knowledge through 
teaching at Vantage Career Center in 
the Health Careers program.  Connie also 
teaches piano.  She was nominated as a 
compassionate, funny, and caring person.  
She is a GEM!

Brenda Berres is a retired nurse  who 
worked for Dr. Hanson and Van Wert 
OB / GYN until her time of retirement.  
She graduated from Lincolnview High 
School and Lutheran College of Health 
Professions.  Brenda has been married to 
her husband Gary for 29 years.  Brenda has 
three daughters, five grandchildren, one 
great-grandson and a great-granddaughter 
due in August.  Her hobbies are painting, 
scrapbooking, and crocheting. 

Linda Stanley spent her career days as a 
teacher.  She taught high school business 
and English.  She has spent many years 
as a volunteer at the Civic Theater, both 
on stage  and behind the scene helping 
with music, sets, and costumes.  Linda is 
a member of Twig II, where she serves at 
the treasurer and works at the Hospital 
Thrift Shop.  She is a member of the Elks 
Lodge, where she is a past exalted  ruler 
and is now the Lodge organist.  Linda says 
that volunteering is an important part of 
her life, and thinks that everyone should 
volunteer when able.

Marsha Ross has been married to Harlan 
Ross for 43 years.  They are the parents 
of Jennifer McGarvey and Jared Ross and 
have five grandchildren. Marsha is loved by 
many people.  Her caring ways and lovely 
smile touch all who meet her.  Marsha 
attends Calvary Evangelical Church.  She 
has held numerous offices in her Sunday 
School.  She takes it upon herself to make 
sure that the church bulletin boards 
always look good. She served on the Van 
Wert Dog Park Committee and was part of 
the group who saw to the parks opening. 
Marsha uses her God-given talents to 
comfort those in need and hurting people.

Arnetta Watson is the wife of Pastor Bill 
Watson.  They serve at the Pentecostal 
Way Church on Leeson Avenue in Van 
Wert.  She is the Sunday School and 
events coordinator as well as the church 
secretary and choir director. Along with all 
of her church duties, Arnetta volunteers 
for the Red Cross.  She is a wonderful 
person! The Watsons have three sons and 
nine grandchildren.

Pictured (top row, from the left) Joyce Brandt, Marsha Ross, Linda Stanley
Pictured (bottom row, from the left) Carolyn Kesler, Alice Berryman,   

Arnetta Watson, Connie Drake. Not pictured is Brenda Berres
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The Smiley 
Park 
Children’s 
Garden is 
a Van Wert 
County 
Master 
Gardener 
Volunteer 
project. The 
garden features an alphabet garden, a butterfly 
house, vegetable troughs, an accessible raised 
bed garden, human sundial, rainbow garden and 
many others. The Children’s Garden also hosts a 
multitude of trees, shrubs and perennials and many 
insects and animals too. Six nature and garden 
inspired programs for kids are given free of charge 
each summer. The garden is funded and maintained 
by the  Master Gardener Volunteers with support 
from the community and the Parks Department.

Rhonda and her mom live 
together in this lovely home, 
decorated, both inside and 
out, with  rescued treasures.  
Rhonda’s hobby is thrifting, 
finding, and redoing these 
items.  Her favorite finds 
are birdhouses. She has over 
100! Her favorite garden 
area is her memorial garden, 
in honor of her dad, full of 
birdhouses to remind her of 
the ones he made for her.  
She also enjoys sunflowers, 
and that fun little area is 
bright and cheery.   Her 
gardens and outdoors are 
what complete most days for 
her. 

Peony Festival XLIV Garden Tours

June 8-9

The Peony Festival Board would like to recognize and thank the members of the Master Gardners, volunteers 
and others who devote so much of their time and talent to the gardens of Van Wert.
Not only are we blessed with gardens such as The Children’s Garden at Smiley Park,

The Garden of Senses on Main Street, and other parks, intersections, and areas of our city
are beautified by your freely giving of your handiwork.

The Peony Festival Garden Tours will be held at 
11 AM - 6 PM Saturday 

and Noon - 3 PM Sunday.

Smiley Park Children’s Garden
1425 Leeson Ave., Van Wert

The Hyman Home
701 S. Harrison St.
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Wassenberg Art Center 
WASSENBERG ART CENTER, 214 S. WASHINGTON St.

Charles Wassenberg, a founding member of the Van 
Wert County Foundation, created the Wassenberg 
Art Center, which was once housed in his family’s 
Victorian-era home and is now located in the 
renovated Van Wert Armory, located in historic 
downtown Van Wert on Washington Street. 

In 2012, The Van Wert County Foundation 
purchased the armory property which was 
scheduled to be demolished. The 12,000 square foot 
facility has been transformed for the creation of 
visual arts and creative placemaking with the recent 
addition of the Art Park. 

Much thought and care went into seamlessly 
creating visually pleasing landscapes and gardens, 
paying homage to the Wassenberg’s love of peonies, 
irises, art, and architecture. 

The Wassenberg Art Center and its mission continue 
today in part from the Wassenberg Memorial Fund, 
The Van Wert County Foundation, community 
support, donations, and membership dues.

Enjoy the Jubilee Flower 
Show during your visit.

Make sure you pick up a Garden Tour pamphlet at 
the Information Booth at the festival, so you can 
enjoy a new feature to the annual Garden Tours, 

the Pretty Porch Contest.  This addition encourages 
visitors to this Year's Peony Festival to take a 

leisurely stroll around Van Wert. While enjoying the 
walk, have a look at five beautiful porches in town.  
After viewing them all, vote for your favorite.  The 

popular vote will decide who the winner is.

PAM PuRMoRT
661 S. Washington St.
With a porch as 
charming as this, you 
have a perfect 
setting for entertaining 
friends & family.

THe HAGGeRTy HoMe
662 S. Washington St.
Sitting on a porch like 

this, it’s the perfect 
view of historic South 

WashingtonStreet. 
reminding us of days 

gone by.

THe uLRiCH HoMe
384 W. Maple Ave.
The Ulrich’s steps, 
adorned with multiple 
potted plants, will lead you 
into a space so serene you 
will forget you are in town

THe DAiLey HoMe
327 N. Washington St.

Have a look at the 
beautifully restored farm 

house, right here in town.
This very inviting space, 

with bright pops of color, 
could lead you to  believe 

you are truly in the 
country.

THe CooK HoMe
308 N. Jefferson St.
An absolutely stunning 
vignette of a perfect 
porch sitting area. 
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The Grand 
Parade steps out 
promptly at 5 
p.m. on Saturday 
of the Festival 
Weekend.  
The parade 
follows the route 
of the 1930's 
and goes east 
to west on Main 
Street. 

 

Fishing Derby
Saturday, June 8 - 9 - 11 a.m.
YMCA Camp Clay
Free for all children 3-13 
 Goodie bags to all participants
1st ~ 2nd ~ 3rd prizes awarded
Grand prize for longest fish
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Schedule of Events:

Friday
10 a.m. - Chamber of Commerce Ribbon Cutting -

corner of Jefferson and Main streets.
10 a.m. - 9 p.m. - Festival Information Booth, corner of 
Jefferson and Main streets.
10 a.m. - 9 p.m. - Optimist Youth Art Show - Fountain Park
11 a.m. - 9 p.m. - Peony Festival Art & Vendor Show - 
Fountain Park
11 a.m. - 9 p.m. - Photo Booth by Vividly Unique 
Photography
- Fountain Park
11 a.m. - 9 p.m. - Food vendors open - South Jefferson 
Street
4 -5 p.m. - Tattoo Contest Registration - Jefferson Street /
Central Avenue intersection
4 - 8 p.m. - Peony Festival Board Concession Stand opens -
Fountain Park
4 – 9 p.m. – Chair-ity Auction – Silent Auction - Fountain 
Park
4 - 9 p.m. - Peony Patio - Adult Beverages on South 
Jefferson Street featuring Land Grant Brewing Co.
4 p.m. - Car Show Registration - West Main and North 
Jefferson streets
5 - 6 p.m. - Tattoo Contest Judging - Jefferson Street / 
Central Avenue intersection
6 - 9 p.m. - Peony Festival Car Show - West Main and North 
Jefferson streets
7 - 9 p.m. - Friday Night Concert featuring Turn It Up,
The Lynyrd Skynyrd Tribute Experience

Saturday
7:30 a.m. - Peony Festival Board Concession Stand open for 
breakfast
9 - 11 a.m. - Kid’s Free Fishing Derby - YMCA Camp Clay
10 a.m. - 5 p.m. - Optimist Youth Art Show - Fountain Park
10 a.m. - 9 p.m. - Festival Information Booth - Corner of 
Jefferson and Main streets
10 a.m. - 7 p.m. - Chair-ity Silent Auction - Fountain Park
10 a.m. - 8 p.m. - Art & Vendor Show - Fountain Park
10 a.m. - 8 p.m. - Photo Booth by Vividly Unique 
Photography - Fountain Park
11 a.m. - 1 p.m. - Jerry Smith Memorial Historical Wagon 
Ride
Central Avenue/ Washington Street - Fountain Park ~ Stage 
Entertainment

10 a.m. - YOGA in the Park led by the YMCA - Free 
participation
11 a.m. - Kim Hohman’s DanceWorks
Noon - D.O.N.N.A Disciplining Our Naughty Natured Animals
A demonstration of Dog Obedience by Donna Klinger
11 a.m. – Chalk the Walk in Fountain Park with the YWCA
11 a.m. -  Fountain Park ~ Gazebo Entertainment  “A 
Showcase of Young Talent”
11 a.m. - Myia Etzler
Noon - Gabrielle Emerick
1 p.m. - Griffen Waltmire
2 p.m. - Tyler White
11 a.m. - 3 p.m. - Caricature Drawings by Darlene 
McCartney - Fountain Park
11 a.m. – 3 p.m. – Free children’s activities, games and 
inflatables children’s games sponsored by YWCA Central 
Avenue.
11 a.m. - 3 p.m. - Super Heroes in the Park
11 a.m. - 4 p.m. - Peony Festival Garden Tours & Pretty 
Porch Contest - various locations (see brochure)
11 a.m. - 9 p.m. - Food vendors open - South Jefferson 
Street
1 - 5 p.m. - Van Wert County Jubilee Flower Show -
Wassenberg Art Center
4 - 9 p.m. - Peony Patio - Adult beverages on South 
Jefferson Street featuring Land Grant Brewing Co.
4:45 p.m. - Chad Thatcher sings the national anthem - Van 
Wert County Courthouse
5 p.m. - Peony Festival Grand Parade - Main Street to Burt 
Street
4 p.m. - Peony Festival Board Concession Stand open for 
dinner
6:30 p.m. - Registration opens - Buckeye State Sanctioned
Pedal Tractor Pullers - South Jefferson Street
7 - 9 p.m. - Saturday Night Concert - Fountain Park Stage
featuring Kaitlyn Schmitt & the Move
7 p.m. – Chair-ity Auction winners announced
7:30 p.m. - Buckeye State Sanctioned Pedal Tractor Pullers 
- South Jefferson Street.

Sunday
Noon - 3 p.m. - Peony Festival Garden Tours
& Pretty Porch Contest Various Locations (see brochure)
1 - 4 p.m. - Van Wert County Jubilee Flower Show -
Wassenberg Art Center
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Call or visit! 
1109 Lincoln Highway,
Van Wert, OH 45891

Buy, Sell, Repair! We do it all!

EastSideAutoRepairandSales.com

419-469-5757


