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THE CHRISTIAN
MARRIAGE SYMBOL®

Love. Honor. Cherish.

THE DIAMOND
MARRIAGE SYMBOL®

The most meaningful gift since her fi rst diamond.

Beckman Jewelers 
Gift of Love since 1888

5 Generations of Quality & Service
beckmanjewelers.com • 419.523.3794
117 W. Main Street, Ottawa OH 45875
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Making the important decision to get married can fi ll 
couples with joy and excitement as they imagine spend-
ing the rest of their lives together. Naturally, brides- and 
grooms-to-be are anxious to share the good news with 
others and include family and friends in the festivities. One 
way couples exemplify inclusion is by asking their closest 
acquaintances to be part of their wedding parties.

Being asked to serve as a bridesmaid or groomsman is 
an honor. Some couples may be tempted to ask every 
friend, sibling or cousin they have to be in their wedding 
parties, and some do. In fact, ancient Roman law required 
10 witnesses to be part of the wedding ceremony. Howev-
er, the larger the wedding party, the more people couples 
have to coordinate and the more personalities they must 
manage. 

While large wedding parties are in style, there isn’t any 
one-size-fi ts-all formula to decide which size party is right 
for a particular situation. Trends vary based on geography 
and culture. These tips can help couples decide on the 
size of their wedding parties.

• Match it to scope and style. Wedding planners may use a 
standard ratio for a proportion of guests to wedding party 

members. That ratio is one pair of wedding attendants for 
every 50 guests. This creates a balanced feel where the 
more people in attendance, the larger the wedding party 
and vice versa. 

See ThingS To ConSiDer, page 3

Things to consider when choosing a wedding party

10-6 T-F; 10-3 Sat.; Closed Sun.-Mon  • 567-259-3377

Shop the lastest in fashion, 
jewelry, accessories 

and much more! 

The Curvy Closet
        114 W. Main St., Van Wert

• Accessories For Your Special 
Day and Beyond

• Clothes for Rehearsals
& Honeymoon

Gift 
Certificates 
Available!    • Size 14+ Clothes

   • Jewelry/Accessories

• Eileen’s Natural Soap & Lotions
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(Continued from page 2)
• Consider your expenses. Wedding party members may 
be asked to spend considerable amounts of money to be 
in the wedding, but the couple will have certain expens-
es tied to the wedding party as well. These can include 
limousines to ferry people between the ceremony and 
reception, photography costs to arrange and photograph 
large wedding parties, the cost of boutonnieres and bou-
quets, attendants’ gifts, as well as extra mouths to feed at 
the rehearsal dinner. Small wedding parties can be easier 
on couples’ budgets.

• Know your expectations. Couples should discuss what 
they expect from their wedding parties. Do couples want 
their loved ones to be very hands-on or waiting in the 
wings? For those who want a lot of input from their wed-
ding parties, asking distant friends or family to be included 
may be impractical.

• Select reliable, easygoing people. Wedding party mem-
bers should be people couples can rely on, and it only 
helps if wedding party members are not prone to overre-
acting. Choose a wedding party that can be trusted and 
people with whom you get along.

Wedding party sizes are up to the couple, but bigger isn’t 
always better.  

200 E. Main Cross, Findlay, OH
phone 567.250.9341  

 fax 419.422.5581

www.findlayinn.com

For reservations call us toll free at

1.800.825.1455

Exceptional events...
...beyond your expectations.

Weddings  ~  Receptions  ~  Banquets

What does every special event deserve? Exquisite cuisine? 
Elegant surroundings? Help in planning each detail? Imagine 
your event in the ambiance of our beautiful three-story Grand 
Atrium. Our banquet staff can provide everything from hot and 
cold hors d’oeuvres to a five-course dinner for up to 250 guests 
(Carry-in food and/
or beverage is not 
permitted). Out 
of town guests? 
The Findlay Inn 
has special rates 
for visitors that 
make us the perfect 
choice.
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Howard Johnson Lima, 1920 Roschman Avenue, Lima, OH 
rachael@hojolima.com  419-222-0004  • www.HojoLima.com

Photos: Codi Knoch

Catering To Your Every Need
Located right off I-75, this romantic reception space offers the 

perfect atmosphere for newlyweds to dance and dine with 
their guest. The Howard Johnson Lima features a magnificent 

ballroom with seating up to 300 guest. 
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Our expert team can customize 
your menu to include everything 

from simple salads, 
hors d`oeuvres to fine dining. 

• Honeymoon suites 
• Weddings 

• Rehearsal Dinners 
• Holi• Holiday Parties 
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During their engagements, couples will make many decisions in 
regard to their weddings. Wedding planning can sometimes seem 
like a runaway train of appointments, schedules and deadlines. As 
a result, some couples do not take the time to enjoy being en-
gaged, which is a special and unique time in their lives.

Engagement photo shoots can be a unique way for couples to 
commemorate and enjoy the months preceding their weddings. 
Engagement photos memorialize the engagement and provide 
many additional benefits as well.

1. Engagement photo shoots give couples a chance to connect with 
their photographers. Booking an engagement photo shoot provides 
helpful information to both the couple and the photographer. The 
photographer gets to see how the couple interacts in front of the 
lens and can determine any insecurities or strengths and weak-
nesses couples may have. These lessons can be filed away and 
help make wedding day photos look better. Similarly, spending time 
with the photographer gives the couple an opportunity to develop a 
rapport with their photographer. If couples and their photographer 
don’t click, scheduling an engagement shoot well in advance of the 
wedding gives couples a chance to find someone else to take their 
photos.

2. An engagement photo shoot gives couples time to spend together. 
An engagement photo shoot is an ideal time to spend an afternoon 
in a special location focusing on each other without wedding plan-
ning taking up your time. 

3. Photo shoots provide a chance to get comfortable in front of the 
camera. Professional photographs taken before the wedding en-
ables couples to view how they will appear in 
pictures. Seeing these photos might help couples grow more 
comfortable in front of the camera. This practice can help couples 
temper their anxieties prior to the wedding. An engagement shoot 
also can be a great time for couples to speak with their photogra-
phers about angles or styles they prefer or dislike.

4. The bride and groom have save-the-date or social media photos. 
Engagement photographs can be used for save-the-date cards or 
social media postings (check with the photographer for licensing 
agreements). This can be a great way to spread excitement about 
the upcoming nuptials.

5. Photo shoots provide a chance to experiment with vivid backdrops. 
Engagement photography gives couples plenty of opportunities to 
experiment with different locales, which may not be possible come 
the wedding day.

Engagement photography can be a worthwhile inclusion in 
pre-wedding celebrations.  

5 great reasons to take 
engagement photos
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Weddings are memorable for a host of reasons. While 
couples remember their weddings because they mark 
the day they officially tied the knot, guests may remem-
ber weddings for other reasons, including the food 
served at the reception.

Some wedding venues are known for their stunning 
landscapes, while others build their reputations on 
unique interiors that provide unforgettable ambiance. 
But regardless of where weddings take place, guests 
are liable to discuss the food served at the reception. 
Guests might rave about the escargot or complain that 
the fish was flaky, but couples who choose reception 
menus wisely can go a long way toward ensuring there 
are more compliments than complaints once the dinner 

bell rings.

• Don’t zero in on specialties. According to The Knot 
2017 Real Weddings Study, a survey of nearly 13,000 
brides and grooms who tied the knot in 2017, the aver-
age wedding hosted 136 guests. While couples might 
be tempted by specialty dishes when choosing their 
wedding menus, couples who are hosting dozens, if not 
hundreds, of guests should keep things simple. 

• Consider potential allergies. In regard to entrées, 
make sure guests with food allergies can choose some-
thing that won’t make them sick. According to Food Al-
lergy Research & Education®, an organization devoted 

See TipS For ChooSing a WeDDing, page 6

Tips for choosing a wedding reception menu

12+ months
• Set a date
• Determine your wedding day style & colors
• Set up a budget
• Compile your final guest list
• Create a web page to announce wedding
• Choose your wedding party
• Book your ceremony & reception locations
• Book your officiant
• Book your entertainment (DJ)
• Book florist
• Book your caterer

9-11 months
• Book your photographer
• Start dress shopping
• Book your cake baker
• Book your transportation
• Pick out your bridesmaids dresses
• Book your hairstylist

6-8 months
• Send out save-the dates
• Determine your menu
• Book your ceremony musicians
• Register for gifts
• Start researching honeymoon ideas
• Order/Make invitations
• Reserve table and chairs for your venue
• Appoint ceremony helpers
• Choose/Rent tuxedos or Suits

3 months
• Finalize your guest list
• Mail out invitations
• Buy accessories for wedding
• Finalize rehearsal dinner detail

1-2 months
• Discuss your vows
• Purchase parent’s gifts
• Have your final fitting for your gown

• Have your bachelorette/bachelor parties       and bridal shower
• Finalize your floral arrangements
• Apply for marriage license

1-2 weeks
• Call your guests who haven’t RSVP’ed
• Assemble an emergency kit
• Determine wedding day assignments for       your wedding helpers
• Confirm the details with your vendors
•Assemble wedding favors

3-7 days
• Have your rehearsal dinner
• Finalize all transportation details
• Pack for your honeymoon
• Pack for the hotel after the wedding
• Set aside tips for your vendorsW
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(Continued from page 5)
to improving the quality of life of individuals with food 
allergies, some common foods cause the majority of 
allergic reactions. Peanuts, soy, sesame, and shellfi sh 
are among the most common food allergies, according 
to FARE®. FARE also notes that allergies to wheat, 
milk and eggs are common in children. While such 
foods can still be served at wedding receptions, make 
sure to also include foods that are unlikely to trigger al-
lergic reactions. Couples can even ask guests to inform 
them of any food allergies.

• Don’t hesitate to offer a favorite food. While spe-
cialty entrées might not be a great choice, especially at 
large receptions where lots of mouths must be fed, a 
couple who has a favorite food that’s symbolic of their 
relationship should not hesitate to offer it during the 
cocktail hour. For example, a couple who met in Thai-
land may want to offer a favorite Thai dish.

• Offer an elaborate dessert. The last bite guests will 
take is dessert, so couples who want their guests to go 
home raving about the food may want to offer some-
thing special after the entrées have been taken away. 
Some guests may not indulge, but those who do might 

end their nights thinking about the delicious dessert 
they enjoyed as the festivities drew to a close. If the 
dessert is especially unique, offer something more tra-
ditional alongside it for more hesitant guests.

Choosing a wedding menu should be fun. Menus 
should refl ect not only couples’ tastes but also include 
some popular foods so no one goes home hungry.

Guests might rave about the escargot or complain that the fi sh 
was fl aky, but couples who choose reception menus wisely can 

go a long way toward ensuring there are more compliments 
than complaints once the dinner bell rings.

Tips for  choosing a wedding
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Island Dress Shoppe
Personal service to help 

you find that perfect dress 
for your 

special occasion. 
(Sizes 4-30)(Sizes 4-30)

• Jewelry
• Shoes & Handbags

• Alterations
• Special Orders
“Available Week”

• Large Selection of Dresses 
ON SALE

Reduced up to 50% & More!

132 W. Spring Street • St. Marys 
 419-394-5116

Mon. & Wed. 9:30-8:00, Tues., Thurs.,
 Fri. 9:30-5:00, Sat. 9:30-3:00

www.islanddressshoppe.com

Taking a chance on love and marriage for the second 
(or third) time is certainly worthy of celebration. The Pew 
Research Center reports that at least four in 10 new 
marriages now include at least one partner who has 
been married before, a trend that is on the rise. 

Planning a second wedding can be challenging, as in-
dividuals may be worried about proper etiquette, super-
stitions or meeting the expectations of others. But there 
are no hard rules governing second weddings. Now that 
couples are older and a bit more experienced, wedding 
planning may be met with greater enthusiasm and pa-
tience. These tips can help the process along.

• Dress it up. Brides need not eschew white if they pre-
fer to wear it for their second weddings. White, cream, 
ivory, or other shades are perfectly acceptable. Also, 
brides can make their gowns as lavish or as simplistic 
as they desire. The length and style of the dress should 
refl ect the formality and scope of the event. 

• Make it unique. Couples who have been married be-
fore may want to set this new occasion apart from their 
previous weddings. Brides magazine experts suggest 

Continued on page 8

Second marriage guide

planning a second wedding can be challenging, as individu-
als may be worried about proper etiquette, superstitions or 

meeting the expectations of others. But there are no hard rules 
governing second weddings.
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(Continued from page 7) 
discussing previous celebrations and what can be done 
differently this time around. Couples can use this op-
portunity to get to know each other more intimately by 
personalizing their festivities.

• Don’t feel beholden to intimate affairs. Second wed-
dings tend to be more intimate, as guest lists tend to 
be smaller and couples tying the knot again may prefer 
more intimacy and less hustle and bustle. But couples 
should not avoid inviting people simply because sec-
ond weddings are typically small affairs. Invite as many 
friends and family as you want and as your budget 
allows. 

• Set up a registry. Established couples may have the 
household basics already in place, but registries can 
include fun or entertaining gifts that speak to couples’ 
interests. These may include home theater systems, 
fancy cookware, athletic equipment, or even funds for 
travel.

• Involve the children. Couples who have children can 
make them a special part of their second wedding 
celebrations. Kids can play any role in the ceremony, 
depending on their age. If the second marriage comes 
after an amicable divorce, couples can invite their for-
mer spouses to provide support to their children so they 

can feel comfortable in the wedding.

• Be prepared. The marriage application process is sim-
ilar the second time around, but additional documents, 
such as a divorce decree or death certificate, may be 
necessary. These legal documents also will be needed 
for men and women who intend to change their last 
names after getting married. 

A second marriage deserves as much celebration as 
the first and gives couples an opportunity to express 
their love for each other and their appreciation to their 
friends and families.  

• Open to members and non-members
• Affordably priced
• Capacity- 180 people
• We can provide a bar tender
• Choose from our Banquet Menu 
   to have us provide the meal!

Call Angel for Hall Rental or John for Menu Selection:
419-238-5266 // 631 W. Main St. P.O. Box 326 Van Wert, OH

Reserve the American Legion Hall today!
Wedding Receptions • Reunions • Parties

Isaac Van Wert American Legion Post 178 
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Two great hotels
  both right off of U.S. 30

• hot breakfast
• fitness center
• indoor pool
• business rooms
   ...and much more!

840 N. Washington St., 
Van Wert, OH 45891

Phone: 419-238-2600

Phone: 419-232-6040

Diamonds are the stone of choice for engagement 
rings and wedding jewelry. Diamonds are durable 
and remain a timeless way to complement every 
style.

Anyone who is about to purchase a diamond is en-
couraged to do their research about selecting quality 
diamonds. At the heart of the diamond grading pro-
cess are the 4 Cs of diamond quality. The Cs refer 
to carat weight, color grade, clarity grade, and cut 
grade. The Gemological Institute of America helped 
to create the Diamond 4 Cs and the International 
Diamond Grading System™. These benchmarks are 
used to classify all diamonds. 

The following is the GIA’s explanation of each 
component of the system.

• Carat: Diamond carat weight is the measurement of 
how much the diamond weighs and is equivalent to 
200 milligrams per carat. Each carat is subdivided 
into 100 points. Therefore, a one-carat diamond is 
1.00 or 100 points, while a twenty-fi ve point diamond 

is .25 carats. Nat-
urally, larger dia-
monds can be more 
rare and desirable.

• Color: A white dia-
mond is more valu-
able the less color it 
contains. GIA uses a 
D-to-Z grading sys-
tem to determine a diamond’s color value. D would 
be a colorless diamond and Z the most saturated 
with color.

• Clarity: Diamonds are formed by carbon exposed to 
heat and pressure. Natural internal characteristics 
known as inclusions and external components called 
blemishes are the norm. The closer the gem comes 
to being perfectly pure without inclusions or blemish-
es, the greater the value. 

See  The 4 CS oF DiaMonDS, page 11

tem to determine a diamond’s color value. D would 

The 4 Cs of diamonds 
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223 N. Market St., Van Wert, Ohio 45891

419.238.3520

pets are full-fl edged members of many families and even, 
apparently, families-to-be. 

In its 2016 American Wedding Study, Brides magazine found 
that 8 percent of wedding ceremonies included pets. While 
the couples of yesteryear might have left Fido at home, 
many of today’s couples want their four-legged friends to 
be there on their big day. Though no studies to date have 
examined which animals are 
most likely to make an appear-
ance at couples’ nuptials, it’s 
fair to assume that dogs, which 
tend to get out of the house 
more than most other types of 
pets, are the most common furry 
bridesmaids, groomsmen or ring 
bearers.

Before including dogs in their 
wedding plans, couples may 
want to consider a few factors to 
ensure asking Fido to be there 
come the big day is what’s best 
for couples, their guests and, of 
course, their beloved pooches.

Eligibility
Some venues do not allow pets 
that are not documented assis-
tance animals on the premises. 
Confi rm a venue’s pet policy 
before purchasing any wedding 
day attire for your dog. Couples who are intent on including 
their pets in their wedding ceremonies should only consider 
pet-friendly facilities, which may be hard to fi nd. Couples 
who plan to take a limousine to and from their wedding also 
should confi rm that the cars allow pets before booking.

Personality
No two dogs are the same. Some dogs might love people 
and attention, while others might prefer one-on-one time with 
their owners. Dogs that are sociable and unaggressive may 
make perfect additions to wedding ceremonies, while ani-
mals that exhibit anxiety around strangers or seem uncom-
fortable in noisy settings should be kept out of the ceremony.

Health
Dog owners also must consider their 
pets’ health when deciding whether 
or not to include them in the wedding 
ceremony. Couples who bonded over 
a love of their dog may really hope to 
include their furry friend in the festivities, 
but should not do so at the expense of 
the animal’s health. Outdoor wedding 
ceremonies under sunny skies may pro-
duce potentially unhealthy conditions for 
certain breeds or older dogs. Dogs that 
have diffi culty getting around may need 
a red wagon (and attendant) to make 
the rounds at the wedding.

Assistance
Couples will be busy on their wedding 
days, so they may need to arrange for 
a caretaker to look after their dog during 
and after the ceremony. Asking a guest 
or guests to play this role may be asking 
too much, as guests will no doubt want 

to celebrate without having to take care of a dog. A profes-
sional pet sitter might work, but that can be costly, as couples 
must pay for the sitter and will likely need to pay for the sitter 
to have a seat and a meal during the reception.

Dogs can make great additions to weddings, but couples 
must consider a host of factors before deciding to have Fido 
join them as they tie the knot.  

Factor s to consider befor e including Fido in your wedding

Before including 
dogs in their wedding 
plans, couples may 
want to consider a 

few factors to ensure 
asking Fido to be 

there come the big 
day is what’s best for 
couples, their guests 
and, of course, their 
beloved pooches.

Island Dress Shoppe
Personal service to help you find that perfect 

dress for your special occasion. (Sizes 4-30)

132 W. Spring Street • St. Marys • 419-394-5116
Mon. & Wed. 9:30-8:00, Tues., Thurs.,

 Fri. 9:30-5:00, Sat. 9:30-3:00
www.islanddressshoppe.com

• Jewelry
• Shoes & Handbags

• Alterations
• Special Orders

“Available Week”
• Large Selection of Dresses On SALE

Reduced up to 50% & More!

223 N. Market St., Van Wert, Ohio 45891

419-238-3520
00054527

Make your wedding more memorable 
with a photobooth!

Celebrate with style—
Create memories that last!

Let us help make that special day
one to remember.

Call Steve at 419.305.9904
or JD at 419.953.6830

00053668

Jeff Thiery
(419) 222-6003

Mon-Fri. 7:00-6:00
SAT. 8:00-1:00

Clock Tower Plaza
927 N. Cable Rd. Lima, Ohio 45805

Offering environmentally safe cleaning methods.

“Your Neighborhood Friend”
15% Off your 

Wedding Dress 
Cleaning

708 North Dixie Highway
Wapakoneta, Ohio 45895
ph 419.738.7722
fax 419.738.7752
www.simplyelegantformals.com

Elegance for a Lifetime!
Bridal • Maids • MOB • FG • Tuxedos

Hours: Mon, Tue & Thurs-10am-6pm
Wed-10am-8pm; Fri-10am-5pm, Sat-9am-2pm

Sunday-12noon-4pm (Sundays-1/13-4/28)
BRENDA JOHNS · KRISTINA HEALY

Appointments encouraged~walk-ins always welcome!

When you say I do...

Elegance for a Lifetime!

00055544

Rockford Community Building
420 Holly Lane, Rockford, OH

(Next to Shanes Park)

Available for wedding
receptions, family

gatherings & special events. 
Outdoor Gazebo!

Call Sandy for more information —
419-363-3872

00054797

419-695-4455
237 W. Second St.~Delphos, OH
www.CelebrationsOhio.com Hours: Mon. & Fri. 10-6, Tue. & Sat. 10-2

Thu. 10-7, Closed Sun. & Wed.

www.facebook.com/
CelebrationsOhio
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Linen & Skirting Rental 

 136 S. Main, Glandorf      •      419-538-6811 00055305
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OWNERS:
TODD LAUDICK    
KARL MILLER

206 S. Broad St.
Kalida, OH 45853

•LARGE OR SMALL CATERINGS

Phone: 419-532-3029

We “DO” Weddings!

• BANQUET FACILITY   
 AVAILABLE 
•SEATING UP TO 90

• REHEARSALS, 
  RECEPTIONS, 
  OR ANNIVERSARY 
  PARTIES

00264409
419-238-2133

114 N. WASHINGTON STREET                   VAN WERT, OH

DRAPERIES, ALTERATIONS
BULK CLEANING FOR INSTITUTIONS

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED
RON ROBERTS - OWNER

MON., TUE., THURS., FRI. 7:00 AM-5:30 PM
WED. 7:00 AM-NOON

WEDDING GOWNS
•CLEANED •PRESERVED •BOXED

(Continued from page 9)
• Cut: To transmit light and sparkle, diamonds have 
to be cut precisely and with great artistry. A dia-
mond will be further graded based on symmetry and 
proportions, as well as how the stone returns light. 
Brightness, which is the internal and external white 
light reflected; fire, or the scattering of white light into 
rainbow colors; and scintillation, or the sparkle the 
diamond produces, are factored into how the cut is 
valued.

Diamonds are a major investment. Consumers who 
do their research and verify diamond grading can get 
the best value for their money. 

The 4 Cs of diamonds 




