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The way a home is designed can say a lot of things about it. In 
fact, many real estate professionals and contractors can determine 
when a home was built based on the design of its interior. For 
example, homes with sunken living rooms were likely built 
sometime in the 1960s and 1970s.
Open concept living rooms are one trend that might one day 
make people nostalgic for the early 21st century. Many of today’s 
home buyers want homes with open concept floor plans, which 
can give homes a more spacious feel, perhaps even creating the 
illusion that a home is bigger than it really is.
Home buyers who have never before enjoyed open concept floor 
plans can consider these benefits to these wildly popular layouts.

Entertainment
Many people who live in homes with open concept floor plans 
cite their convenience when entertaining as one of their biggest 
assets. In an open concept home, guests don’t have to be corralled 
into a single room in the home. Instead, hosts and their guests 
can roam freely from room to room because there are no walls 
dividing common areas. This can make gatherings feel less 
cramped than in homes with more traditional floor plans.

Safety
The safety of open concept floor plans may be most applicable 
to parents of young children. Open concept floor plans allow 
parents to keep an eye on their children while cooking dinner, 
working from home or tending to other chores around the house. 
Since there are no walls to divide rooms in open concept homes, 

parents don’t have to wonder what their curious kids are up to 
because they can see them at all times.

Flexibility
Open concept floor plans give homeowners more flexibility. 
For example, homes with more traditional floor plans may have 
designated spaces for dining areas. These spaces don’t leave 
much room to work with and may not be valued by homeowners 
who don’t often host dinners at home. As a result, such rooms 
may just be wasted square footage. With an open concept floor 
plan, homeowners have the flexibility to make dining areas as big 
or small as they see fit and can even adjust the rooms on the fly 
on those occasions when people are coming over.
Open concept floor plans continue to be popular among home 
buyers and might prove to be the most lasting home design trend 
of the early 21st century.

Benefits to open concept floor plans
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Remodeling your home can be one of the most exciting projects 
to undertake. Whether you’re thinking about a bathroom update, 
kitchen overhaul or a new room addition, planning and setting 
realistic expectations are critical in ensuring your project goes as 
smoothly as possible. 

Consider these steps from the National Association of the 
Remodeling Industry (NARI) before you get started:

1. Determine your goals and needs. Understand why you are 
undertaking the project, whether it’s for resale value or so you 
can enjoy your home more. If looking to increase resale value, 
consider the neighborhood and potential upgrades that can have 
the highest impact when going to market. If remodeling can 
make for a more comfortable space, create a list of “must-haves” 
and “nice-to-haves” then evaluate what’s feasible. Being realistic 
about needs and wants can help you create a budget.

2. Get inspired. Whether watching home improvement shows 
or browsing the internet, finding photos of styles and looks 
you admire can be beneficial when sharing your vision with a 
remodeling contractor. 

3. Understand your budget. Setting a budget and staying 
within it is critical to the project’s success. Be sure to build in 
a contingency fund for unforeseen expenses. Project expenses 

7 Steps to plan a remodel should factor in the cost of products, labor and project 
management. There are also possible additional costs such 
as long-term maintenance, repairs, energy use and a dining 
out budget if undergoing a full kitchen remodel or hotel costs 
sometimes necessary with large-scale projects. To avoid any 
unpleasant surprises, be sure to get a written estimate and scope 
of work once you’ve selected a contractor.

4. Determine timing. If there is a specific event driving your 
remodel, work backward through the various project stages to 
determine a realistic timeline. Build in additional time as a buffer 
for unexpected delays and recognize remodeling contractors 
typically have long lead times and may require flexibility to 
deliver optimal results.

5. Find a contractor you trust. Home remodeling can be 
stressful no matter how well you plan, but a dependable partner 
can make the process go smoother. While some of the best 
references may come from neighbors, friends or family members, 
a trade association like NARI can help with its online “Find a 
Remodeler” tool. Make sure any contractor you’re considering 
has several years of relevant experience, as well as liability 
insurance.

6. Check references. When it comes to remodeling your home, 
you can never be too careful when choosing who to work with. 
Be sure to follow up on references, read reviews online and even 
check out the work of any remodelers you’re considering hiring, 
if possible. 

7. Prepare for the process. Regardless of the size of the 
project, there will almost surely be inconvenience, noise, dust 
and potential delays. Your daily routine will most likely be 
disrupted. Because it can be especially stressful when redoing 
the kitchen or an essential bathroom, you’ll probably need to 
consider a backup plan or other arrangements throughout the 
duration of the project. Remember to also declutter the work area 
and protect or pack away any belongings that might be in the way 
during the renovation. 
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Homeowners who are good with their 
hands can tackle many minor home 
improvements on their own. However, 
more complicated projects often require 
the services of professional contractors 
to ensure the renovations are done right, 
completed on time and within budget.
Choosing a home services provider 
requires careful consideration on the part 
of homeowners. The wrong contractor 
can cost homeowners time and money, so 
homeowners must exercise due diligence 
when vetting contractors before going 
forward with a home improvement project.

Types of contractors
The Federal Trade Commission notes that 
the scope of a project may necessitate 
hiring various types of contractors. The 
more complex a project is, the more 
likely it is that homeowners will need to 
hire contractors who specialize in certain 
areas. Understanding the differences 
between contractors can help homeowners 
make informed decisions.
• General contractor: General contractors 

manage home improvement projects. 
This includes hiring subcontractors 
and supervising their work. General 
contractors also secure building permits 
and schedule inspections.
• Specialty contractors: Specialty 
contractors focus on specific areas of a 
project. For example, homeowners who 
are remodeling their kitchens may need 
new cabinets installed by a contractor 
who specializes in cabinets and cabinet 
installation. That contractor is a specialty 
contractor.
• Designer or design/build contractor: 
The FTC notes that these contractors both 
design and build projects.
• Architects: Architects design homes as 
well as any additions or major renovations 
to homes. Architects are often necessary 
when projects involve structural changes 
to existing homes.

Hiring a home services provider
Once homeowners determine which type 
of contractor they need, they can they 
begin researching local professionals.

• Speak with neighbors, family and 
friends. Neighbors, family members and 
friends who have worked with contractors 
in the past are great resources. Seek 
recommendations from people you trust, 
even asking to see completed projects if 
possible.
• Utilize the internet. Websites such as 
HomeAdvisor and Angie’s List are free 
of charge and can be great resources when 
homeowners are looking for contractors. 
Each site includes reviews of contractors 
from past customers and contact 
information for local contractors.
• Confirm qualifications. The FTC advises 
homeowners to confirm contractors’ 
licensing and qualifications before hiring 
anyone. Some areas may not require 
licensing, but many do. Homeowners can 
contact their local building department or 
consumer protection agency to determine 
the licensing requirements for their area.
Hiring a home services provider is a 
complicated process that can be made 
easier by homeowners who do their 
research and take the decision seriously. 

Small Kitchen improvements that maximize functionality
Many homeowners wish for expansive kitchens. Modernized 
kitchens that include sought after features and showcase the latest 
trends go a long way to improving the overall value of a home. 
As desirable as such kitchens may be, some homes simply don’t 
have enough space for a centerfold-worthy kitchen featuring 
an island, wine refrigerator and walk-in pantry. However, 
homeowners with small kitchens can still improve the form and 
function of their existing spaces.

Reconfigure and revamp cabinetry
Homeowners whose kitchens are small often lament their lack of 
storage. Redesigning the layout of cabinets, and possibly adding 
some more cabinetry, may take care of certain storage issues. 
The experts at Merit Kitchens suggest utilizing corner space with 
LeMans units, lazy susans and other gadgets to make access to 
these areas easier. Going vertical with wall cabinets that extend 
to the ceiling also can add more storage, as can roll-in work carts.

Work with the walls
Small kitchens require clever usage of vertical space. Vertical 
storage units, hooks, shelving, and more can move items out 
of drawers and off of counters. Consider an under-the-cabinet 
toaster oven and microwave to create more counter space.
Use scaled-down appliances
Shop with size in mind when looking at new appliances if you 
have a small kitchen. Compact versions won’t take up as much 

space as larger alternatives. 
Homeowners should 
consider the ultimate 
function of the kitchen and 
then think about which 
appliances will serve them 
well. Homeowners with 
small kitchens may not 
need a large stand mixer or 
an oversized commercial 
stove.

Add some glass
The DIY Network recommends incorporating glass to improve the 
perception of space in small kitchens. Glass lets you see through 
the objects, thereby enhancing the feeling of spaciousness or 
what designers call “negative space.” Glass also can be reflective, 
visually expanding the space.

Embrace high-end materials
It costs less to renovate small spaces than bigger areas, so 
homeowners may be able to afford high-end materials that really 
add personality to a kitchen. Flooring, counter materials and 
quality fixtures can really set small kitchens apart.
Small kitchens can be culinary havens with the right improvements 
to maximize the space. 

Tips for finding a home services provider
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Sustainability is an important 
consideration for many homeowners. Data 
from the National Association of Home 
Builders’ “Green Multifamily and Single 
Family Homes 2017 SmartMarket Brief” 
indicates that at least one-third of single-
family and multifamily home builders who 
were surveyed said that green building is a 
significant portion of their overall activity 
(more than 60 percent of their portfolio). 
By 2022, this number should increase to 
nearly one-half in both the single-family 
and multifamily sectors. Green building 
has become an important and established 
part of the residental construction sector.
Where siding is sourced, the materials that 
go into its fabrication and how well that 
siding insulates a home are key aspects of 
its “green factor.” The following are some 
of the more sustainable options in home 
siding.

Reclaimed timber
A house sided with clapboard, or a log 
cabin-inspired look, is iconic. These 
types of siding are typically made from 
insect-repellant pine, cedar, cypress, 

or redwood. While lumber certified 
by the Forest Stewardship Council is 
environmentally friendly, homeowners 
may want to seek out reclaimed lumber. 
This wood has history and causes very 
little environmental impact. Plus, timber 
salvaged from old buildings or fallen trees 
may be superior to new wood because it 
likely came from slow-growing, old trees 
with dense grain.

Brick
Avoid any negative environmental impact 
by choosing locally produced or reclaimed 
bricks — or those made from post-
consumer content. The longevity of bricks 
can often offset the energy expenditure in 
their manufacture. Plus, many bricks are 
made from natural clay, which can be an 
excellent insulator.

Stucco
HouseLogic says traditional stucco is 
made from sand and Portland cement 
mixed with water to make a usable plaster. 
It’s tough and durable — often lasting the 
life of the house. Eco-friendly variants 

include stucco made with an earth-and-
lime mixture, offsetting the CO2 emissions 
associated with cement production. Stucco 
can reduce air infiltration that causes 
drafts in a home.

Fiber-cement 
Fiber-cement is similar to stucco in that 
it is made from sand, Portland cement, 
clay, and wood pulp fibers. It can be fire-
resistant and insect-proof and will not 
rot. It’s a stable material that can recover 
almost 80 percent of the initial cost, 
according to the National Association of 
Realtors®.

Stone
This nonrenewable resource can be 
beautiful on a home and durable, but 
mining it can impact the environment. 
If homeowners can use reclaimed or 
displaced stone, those are more sustainable 
options. Manufactured stone, which is 
cement and other materials molded to look 
like stone, is also aesthetically appealing 
and more eco-friendly.

A basement remodeling project can add valuable and usable space 
to a home. For many years, homeowners overlooked the potential of 
a basement remodel, perhaps thinking it would not be a smart return 
on investment. But that’s no longer the case.
The latest “Cost vs. Value” report from Remodeling magazine 
says the average basement remodel can cost around $61,000 with 
a 70.3 percent recoup rate. In addition, HGTV says architects and 
contractors indicate the cost of redoing a basement is roughly one-
third to one-half less than the price of putting an addition on a home.
Before remodeling a basement, homeowners should think about 
how they want to use the space. Homeowners also must focus on 
some potential obstacles in a basement that will need to be addressed 
so that the area can be as functional as possible. 
Basements can be chilly and damp. That means moisture issues 
and heating and cooling needs must be addressed prior to any 
construction. Homeowners may have to consider the installation of 
a dehumidifier and run venting through the basement to allow for 
proper climate control. If a basement takes on water, either through 
the walls or a concrete slab, a professional waterproofing company 
can come in and fix these issues so they will not damage drywall and 
flooring afterwards.
The presence of insects and pests also must be addressed. 
Exterminators can help homeowners figure out which insects are in 
their basements and how to make the space less hospitable to these 
unwelcome guests so that the room will become comfortable for 
human occupants.
Space is often at a premium in basements, which may contain 

HVAC units, water heaters, filtration devices, ductwork, pipes, and 
the other appliances. Qualified contractors can suggest solutions for 
cordoning off appliances and camouflaging pipes and wires so they 
won’t detract from the finished product. However, building access 
panels into the design will make it easier to service or repair features 
as necessary. Homeowners also may want to wrap pipes before 
drywall is installed to quiet noisy drainage pipes.
Uneven basement flooring will need to be smoothed out and 
flattened before carpeting or tile can be laid down. A self-leveling 
underlayment can be applied to fill in gullies, while larger crack and 
holes will need to be patched.
Once the structure of the basement is addressed, then the design 
work can begin. Many professionals advise against drop ceilings, 
which can take away from ceiling height and look cheap. Basements 
can be dark, so the addition of plenty of lighting can help brighten 
the room. Small basement windows can be replaced with larger ones 
to add more light as well.

Green options in home siding Basement remodeling tips 



10 11

HOMEOWNERS * DO-IT-YOUR-SELFERS * CONTRACTORS

CALL 811 BEFORE YOU DIG
IT’S THE LAW!!
2 WORKING DAYS NOTICE
IS REQUIRED BY LAW

SERVING NORTHWEST OHIO
Whether you are doing major excavation or a minor con-
struction job such as: planting a tree, installing a fence or 
mail box post, a damaged gas line can result in a serious 
safetyhazard.

So please call to protect yourself and others

PLEASE DIG BY HAND AT LEAST 18” ON EITHER 
SIDE OF THE LOCATE MARKS

• Residential
• Commercial

• Industrial
• Agricultural

Electricians you need
at prices you can afford

419-523-6688
www.countyelectric-nwo.com

815 N Locust St, OttawaLicense EL29509
00309988

Generator Sales & Service

24 Hour Emergency Service

Your Plans Or Ours
Custom Designs & Build

1 Year Service

259 N. ELM ST.
OTTAWA

419-523-9448
www.bobmeyerbuilder.com

LOT AVAILABLE IN NORTH THOMAS ST. 
COURT SUBDIVISIOIN, OTTAWA OHIO

00331170

10 DHI                                                                 ContraCtor’s DIreCtory                                                        august 2019 11 DHI                                                                 ContraCtor’s DIreCtory                                                        august 2019

 As building codes enforce tightened minimum standards for eco-
responsibility, the more progressive builders are illustrating their 
own accountability by using and producing materials that are 
even more efficient than mandates demand. This is great news 
if you are currently designing, planning or simply getting ready 
to buy a new home — your investment will likely deliver greater 
environmental conservation, lower occupant costs and increased 
property value. 
Building code revisions worldwide are ushering a whole new 
generation of structures that are between 35 and 40 percent 
more environmentally responsible. The improved practices in 
construction are showcasing advancements in wall building, 
windows, insulation and air-infiltration.  

“Switching from wood-framing to concrete walls, for example, 
has so many spin-off benefits,” explains Natalie Rodgers of 
Nudura, the manufacturer of an advanced building method called 
the insulated concrete form (ICF). “Solid, air-tight concrete walls 
would initially lower your energy bills. You’ll live in a stronger, 
more comfortable home while the investment grows in resale 
value. As importantly, your home would create far lower demand 
on natural resources.” 
Designed like Lego, the interlocking Nudura forms are designed 
with monolithic concrete sandwiched between two continuous 
layers of expanded polystyrene (EPS) foam. 
“The foam material isolates the concrete and significantly 
reduces the flow of heat through the wall,” says Rodgers. “It 
stabilizes the internal temperature from day to night fluctuations 
and provides a largely self-regulating environment. This faster 
method of construction creates one solid concrete wall.” 
As a result, you will need less energy for mechanical heating 
and cooling, delivering cost savings throughout the year. A home 
built with this concrete system is stronger, provides greater 
safety, offers greater sound and fire resistance, and would be far 
less prone to mold, cold spots and drafts.
“Benefits are plentiful to builders, too,” says Rodgers. “The 
patented hinged web allows the forms to fold flat, requiring 
smaller shipping space and less manpower than other methods.” 
If you want your builder to use insulated concrete forms, be sure 
to make the request well before construction gets underway. 

Snow may delight young children 
itching for a day off from school. But for 
many homeowners, the sight of snow 
means their time will soon be spent 
clearing paths and plowing driveways 
rather than building snowmen and 
sledding with friends. 

The sight of falling snow also may 
inspire some homeowners to think about 
the roofs of their homes. The Insurance 
Institute for Business & Home Safety 
warns that it is important to understand 
the risk of roof collapse due to the 
weight of snow on the roof. Roof 
structures that are in good condition can 
support roughly 20 pounds per square 
foot. IIBHS says this equates to around 
four feet of new snow before a roof will 
become stressed.

Total snowfall is not the only factor 
to consider. Homeowners also must 
check the type of snow that has fallen. 
According to House Logic, six inches 
of wet snow is equal to the weight of 
about 38 inches of dry snow. That means 
it may take much less sodden snow to 
weigh down a roof.

Roof condition and the shape of the 
roof bear consideration as well. Popular 

Mechanics says the ideal pitched roof is 
smooth and steep so that the snow slides 
off. Closely spaced rafters improve the 
strength of the roof. A flat or slightly 
pitched roof may accumulate snow 
more readily.

Homeowners are urged to inspect roof 
rafters to see if they are cracked from 
previous snowstorms or damaged from 
insects or rot. Snapping or popping 
sounds while snow is on the roof is not 
a good sign.

House Logic also says that 
homeowners can tell if the snow load 
on the roof is too much by paying 
attention to interior doors. If such doors 
begin to stick, that may be a signal that 
there’s enough weight on the center of 
the house to distort the door frames. 
Houses that had improper renovations 
or homes in which load-bearing walls 
were removed may be more susceptible 
to this problem.

Removing snow from a roof is not 
an easy job — and may be a task best 
left to professionals. The safest way to 
remove snow from the roof is to use a 
snow rake with an extension arm that 
enables users to push and pull off the 

snow while standing on the ground. One 
should not climb onto a snowy or icy 
roof to remove snow. Shovels, which 
can damage roof shingles, should never 
be used.

IIBHS says that hiring a professional 
roof contractor is one way to safely 
remove snow from the roof. Licensed 
and insured contractors will have the 
experience to get the job done correctly 
and safely. Homeowners can expect to 
pay between $250 and $500 for this job.

Roof snow removal is a priority 
for those who live in mountainous 
or extremely snowy areas. If unsafe 
amounts of snow are left on rooftops, 
leaks, damage and collapse may result. 

Choose the greenest builder available  Safeguard roofs against snow damage
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According to HomeAdvisor, a home-improvement informational 
guide, homeowners spend an average of $22,000 on kitchen 
remodels. However, lavish projects can cost more than $50,000. 
Protecting such investments is important and requires that 
homeowners understand how to properly maintain kitchen 
features so they have the longest life possible. This includes the 
new countertops that make the kitchen look complete.
Countertops come in various materials, not all of which should 
be treated the same way. Quartz, granite, marble, laminate, and 
tile countertops require different types of maintenance. 

Quartz
Engineered quartz countertops are popular. Quartz countertops 
are nearly maintenance-free and resistant to stains, scratches and 
even heat. Quartz will not need to be sealed like natural stone and 
can be cleaned using just a damp cloth with a mild, nonabrasive 
soap.

Granite
Polished or honed granite countertops offer a high-end look that 
adds instant value to a kitchen. Natural variations in granite give 
each kitchen a custom look. To keep granite countertops clean, 
avoid abrasive cleansers that can scratch, and opt for warm, soapy 
water instead. Stains are possible, but can be remedied with a 
baking soda paste left to sit for a couple of hours, advises Angie’s 
List. Wipe up oils, acids and soda promptly to avoid stains, and 
follow advised sealing routines.

Marble
Marble is a natural stone that is porous and will need to be resealed 
periodically. Because marble has high levels of the mineral 
calcite, it can be reactive when acids come in contact with it, and 
etch marks may appear. Promptly wipe away tomato juice, lemon 
juice, perfume, or toothpaste. Marble is softer than granite and 
will wear at a faster rate. Avoid scratching and exercise caution 
when using knives or sharp objects around marble.

Laminate
One of the more budget-friendly materials, laminate countertops 
can be fabricated to mimic the look of natural stone, wood or 
even quartz. Laminate is less resistant to damage than other 
materials and will need a gentle touch. Formica® says to never 
use abrasive cleansers, scouring pads or steel wool when cleaning 
laminate countertops. For tough stains, an all-purpose cleaner 
should suffice when applied with a nylon-bristled brush. Test any 
cleanser in a discreet area first.

Tile
Cleaning tile countertops requires getting into crevices along 
the grout lines. A toothbrush and a mildew-fighting cleaner or 
bleach diluted with water is advised. Also, unglazed tiles need 
to be sealed yearly. Some soap may leave residue, which can be 
removed with a solution of vinegar and water.
Check with the manufacturer or installer of the countertops to 
learn more about the ways to clean and maintain new counters. 

Old homes can be charming and contain 
architectural elements not often seen in 
many modern housing developments. But 
what older homes may have in design 
appeal, they may lack in updated features. 
While cosmetic changes are not necessarily 
difficult, one area of concern in historic 
homes — and sometimes even in houses 
built 40 or 50 years ago — is archaic wiring. 
Wiring provides power to every room of 
the home. In today’s electronics-driven 
society, electricity that works is an essential 
component of daily life. Over time, wiring 
can be  compromised through simple aging, 
pest infiltration, weather, or other conditions. 
Deteriorated wiring can present a shock 
hazard and also a serious fire hazard, warn 
the home renovation experts at The Spruce. 
Furthermore, the home improvement site 
This Old House advises that the amperage 
of old wiring may not be able to meet the 
needs of the devices used in homes — 
overpowering the circuits. This can cause 
breaker blowouts and other problems, such 
as overheated wires that may spark and 
cause fires from within the wall. 
Wiring often falls into the “out of sight, 

out of mind” category. Homeowners may 
make allowances for inadequate electrical 
systems, such as running extension cords or 
using multiplug connectors to increase their 
wiring capacity. However, they may not be 
diligently keeping on top of upgrades needed 
to stay safe. Confirming that a home’s 
electrical system is safe is a necessary part 
of home maintenance.
For those who haven’t already done so, 
schedule an inspection with a licensed 
electrician to go over the home’s wiring. 
He or she can determine if any areas pose 
a safety risk and/or do not conform to 
local code requirements and the National 
Electrical Code. Failure to meet code can 
lead to difficulty obtaining permits to make 
other home renovations, or difficulty selling 
a home later on.
The electrician can also go over 
improvements that can improve safety and 
function. Additional outlets, including GFCI 
outlets in kitchens and bathrooms, may be 
part of the plan, as well as rewiring a fuse 
box or circuit panel to allow for better flow 
of power around the house. Frayed wiring 
or underinsulated wiring also may need to 

be replaced. 
Owners of old homes should recognize 
possible electrical system dangers that 
require attention. Plus, considering electrical 
codes change quite frequently, it is always in 
a homeowner’s best interest to work with a 
qualified electrician to keep wiring inspected 
and up to date.  

Caring for kitchen countertops Time to replace old wiring? 
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Schnipke 
Excavating &

Concrete 
Gary Schnipke

419-488-2793

419-234-2559
419-488-2792

12234 St. Rt. 634  
Cloverdale OH 45827

00309618

CELL

HOME

SHOP

We also provide mosquito, 
flea and tick control

• Licensed Applicator
• Free Estimates & Service Calls

• Liquid Weed Control
• Aeration & Overseed 

• Slit Seeding
• Grub Control

• Guaranteed Satisfaction

We Do 
Lawn Care!

1131 Sugar Mill Dr., Ottawa
419-523-9001 or 1-877-523-9001

Call for Hours

00331341

00310999
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• Flatwork 
• Restoration 
• Foundations 
• Driveways 
• Patios 

• Sidewalks 
• Backhoe Work 
• Excavating 
• Residential  Work 
• Commercial  Work

CALL FOR 
FREE ESTIMATES!

Dale P. Niese
419-943-1077 • 419-235-1060 

Fax: 419-943-2933 
djscniese@bright.net

9434 Rd. X, Leipsic 

LET ‘ER RIP, 

TATER CHIP! 

GIVE ME SOME

 OF THAT 

DALE’S CONCRETE
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Over 20 Years COnCrete experienCe

Relaxing at a spa each week may be a luxury reserved for 
celebrities and socialites. For many people, a day spa is a treat 
enjoyed on special occasions or while on vacation. However, 
home bathrooms can be designed to provide the same types 
of amenities offered at day spas right in the comfort of one’s 
home.
The American Psychological Association says that money, 

work and the future of the country are 
particularly strong stressors today. Eighty 
percent of workers feel stress on the job 
and learning how to manage stress is a 
top concern, according to the American 
Institute of Stress. Creating a Zen-like 
retreat at home can help alleviate stress 
and improve health.
Homeowners whose renovation plans 
include turning a bathroom into a spa 
oasis will need to choose which features 
they desire most. These suggestions can 
spur on more ideas to create the ideal 
retreat.

• Soaker bathtub: There’s something to 
be said about a luxurious soak in a tub. 
Tubs come in different sizes and shapes, 
like the highly recognizable clawfoot tub 
and other freestanding units. These types 

of tubs, as well as corner tubs, can offer deep-seated luxury by 
way of a relaxing and restorative soak. Pair with scented bath 
bombs or salts for a true spa experience.

• Steam shower: Steam showers are self-enclosed units that 
feature generators that deliver steam through steam heads. 
The steam fills the space and can help a person unwind before 

Essentials for a DIY spa bathroom a refreshing shower or bath. According to the retailer Modern 
Bathroom®, modern steam showers come with digital 
controls, which makes it easy for users to activate the shower, 
adjust the length of time that the shower will operate and 
adjust temperature controls. Extra features like music, mood 
lighting and aromatherapy can be included as well.

• Heated floors: Heated floors provide the utmost in comfort 
when stepping out of the bath or shower. They can warm the 
room and make using the space more comfortable in cold 
weather.
• Vessel sinks: A vessel sink typically features a bowl or basin 
that looks like it was placed on top of the vanity. Vessel sinks 
can elevate the ambiance in spa bathrooms.

• Plush towels and robes: In addition to fixtures and other 
functional components of the bath, linens are key. Soft-spun 
Egyptian or Turkish cotton towels and robes are a must-have 
luxury for the full spa experience.

• Comfortable seat: A bench or chair nestled by a bathroom 
window is the perfect spot for pedicures or catching up on 
some light reading. 

• Natural light: Skylights or privacy-ensuring windows are a 
must to create a relaxing space close to nature.
A spa bathroom at home is within reach. With a few touches, 
any bathroom can be transformed into a luxurious oasis. 
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Superior Windows & Sunrooms
419-969-0399 Free Quotations 

Your Local Dealer of Four Season Sunrooms and 
back yard Living Bug Free!
Call Today for your in Home Consultation

Window Featurers:
9 Exterior Colors
6 Interior Wood grain designs
Lifetime Warranty
Lifetime any Breakage Warranty
Maintenance free Glass
Triple Pane with Thermal Protection
Many Glass options to meet your needs
Variety Of Types of Windows
Patio Doors withBlinds between the Glass

WINDOW REPLACEMENT
Bring this add in Get 1 Free window with the purchase of 3 Windows

Quality Installation for over  13 yrs

 Serving Northwest 
            Ohio Superior Windows & Sunrooms

419-969-0399 Free Quotations 
Your Local Dealer of Four Season Sunrooms and 
back yard Living Bug Free!
Call Today for your in Home Consultation

Window Featurers:
9 Exterior Colors
6 Interior Wood grain designs
Lifetime Warranty
Lifetime any Breakage Warranty
Maintenance free Glass
Triple Pane with Thermal Protection
Many Glass options to meet your needs
Variety Of Types of Windows
Patio Doors withBlinds between the Glass

WINDOW REPLACEMENT
Bring this add in Get 1 Free window with the purchase of 3 Windows

Quality Installation for over  13 yrs

 Serving Northwest 
            Ohio 

Superior Windows & Sunrooms
419-969-0399 Free Quotations 

Your Local Dealer of Four Season Sunrooms and 
back yard Living Bug Free!
Call Today for your in Home Consultation

Window Featurers:
9 Exterior Colors
6 Interior Wood grain designs
Lifetime Warranty
Lifetime any Breakage Warranty
Maintenance free Glass
Triple Pane with Thermal Protection
Many Glass options to meet your needs
Variety Of Types of Windows
Patio Doors withBlinds between the Glass

WINDOW REPLACEMENT
Bring this add in Get 1 Free window with the purchase of 3 Windows

Quality Installation for over  13 yrs

 Serving Northwest 
            Ohio 
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Window Features:
9 Exterior Colors
6 Interior Wood Grain Designs
Lifetime Fog Warranty
Lifetime Glass Breakage Warranty
Maintenance Free Glass
Triple Pane With Thermal Protection
Many Glass Options To Meet Your Needs
Variety Of Types Of Windows
Patio Doors With Blinds Between The Glass
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(1)Offer valid on purchases made between February 1, 2019 and October 31, 2019. Subject to 
approved installment credit with John Deere Financial, for agricultural, consumer, or commercial 
use only. No down payment required. $16.67 per month for every $1,000 financed. 0% APR is for 60 
months only. Sales made to government agencies, company direct sales or other businesses/agencies 
that participate in John Deere’s Special Discount Program or in John Deere’s Rental Business Program 
are not eligible. Taxes, freight, setup and delivery charges could increase monthly payment. Available 
at participating U.S. dealers. Prices and models may vary by dealer. Offer available on new John Deere 1 
Series Sub-Compact Tractors and in the U.S. only. Prices and savings in U.S. dollars.

Coldwater, OH  •  419-678-2375  |  Van Wert, OH  •  419-238-1299
Archbold, OH  •  419-445-1565  |  Angola, IN  •  260-665-5820   

 Wauseon, OH  •  419-335-7368  |  Woodburn, IN  •  260-632-4242
Napoleon, OH  •  419-592-3075  |  Edgerton, OH  •  419-298-2302

freedom to pay  
your way.

1  S E R I E S  T R A C T O R S

0%
FOR 60 MONTHS1

kennfeldgroup.com

Beauty, spaciousness and interior design are all important when 
building a personal dream home. Today, however, with the reality 
of energy and environmental concerns, homeowners also insist 
their forever home must be as eco-responsible as possible. And it 
turns out many decisions initially based on being environmentally 
friendly can deliver unexpected aesthetic results, too.
“Sometimes the least glamorous decisions can be the ones that 
give your lifestyle far more quality and value — and a good 
case in point is the use of concrete to build the walls, instead 
of traditional wood framing,” says Natalie Rodgers of Nudura, a 
leading name in this field. 
“Our technology has advanced the development of the insulated 
concrete form, a system that interlocks like Lego to erect a 
building. For the occupants, the benefits of improved comfort, 
energy efficiency, safety and interior air quality are delivered 
immediately with ICF construction. For the homeowner-investor, 
all those benefits assure top resale value.” 
In addition, an ICF structure can be finished on the exterior just 
like traditional wood frame structures. Stone, stucco, brick or 
whatever material is envisioned can be used with the insulated 
concrete forms.
Building the walls with concrete needs to be decided early in the 
planning, Rodgers explains. The method discards wood framing 
in favor of pre-assembled, interlocking concrete forms filled with 
concrete. Take a look at a few more of the benefits of concrete: 
Fuel savings. Compared to wooden walls, solid concrete walls 

vastly reduce air infiltration, optimizing energy performance and 
reducing the carbon footprint.
Comfort. Outside cold easily travels through wood-framed walls, 
causing thermal bridging and creating uncomfortable chilly spots 
inside your home. Walls with a solid concrete core address and 
prevent thermal bridging to deliver even temperatures throughout 
the house. 
Quiet. Solid concrete is an effective sound barrier. It dampens 
sound vibrations from outside noise such as traffic, trains and 
neighborhood parties.
Safety. ICF has a fire protection rating of up to four hours. If high 
wind in your community is a concern, data shows that Nudura 
homes demonstrate impact resistance up to 250 miles per hour.
Improved value. A stronger, safer, greener home that is more 
cost-efficient and needs less maintenance and repair is generally 
expected to build and hold its value.  

Responsible building decisions deserve benefits, too
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In Business since 1883

Poly Smooth Line
single wall corrugated pipe

Poly Drain
dual wall corrugated pipe

Poly 3-Wall
triple wall corrugated pipe

136 Years In Business

Home of Poly-Drain®, Polycap®, Poly Smooth-Line®, and Poly 3-Wall® 

 Years of Experience
 Highest Quality Standards
 Ever Expanding Product Line
 Outstanding Customer Service
 Prompt, Professional Delivery
 Always Competitive Prices

Call us Toll-Free at 1-800-837-3160
 or 419-399-3160

8516 Twp. Rd. 137 • Paulding, OH 45879
www.baughmantile.com & many other products including fittings
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When the weather outside is frightful, homeowners and renters 
can turn their interior spaces into something delightful. Residents 
can banish feelings of cabin fever by using time spent inside to 
make subtle or even substantial improvements to their living 
areas.
Individuals may find that winter is a great time to tackle delayed 
or unfinished projects or to put plans for major renovations in 
motion. Homeowners may find that they have some extra time 
on their hands when weather and early evening darkness reduces 
how much time they can spend outdoors. The following projects 
can help homeowners make the most of their time indoors.
• Start painting. One of the easiest ways to transform the look of 
a room is with a fresh coat of paint. Painting a room or rooms is 

an inexpensive project that can be completed over the course of 
a single weekend. Painting in lighter colors can help illuminate 
dark spaces and make a home feel more vivid and inviting, 
especially during the winter. And painting need not be reserved 
for walls only. Homeowners may want to sand and paint furniture 
to give items a trendy arts-and-crafts feel.
• Reimagine flooring. Thanks to the bevy of laminate, composite 
materials and vinyl flooring options, homeowners can engage in 
do-it-yourself flooring projects to perk up tired interior spaces. 
Many “floating” flooring systems are user-friendly and can 
instantly update spaces. Some systems may not even require 
adhesives or nails to complete. 
• Redress the furniture. New furniture can be expensive. For those 
who are happy with the lines and scale of their current furniture, 
a facelift may be all that’s needed to give rooms a new look. 
Slipcovers can make sofas, love seats and chairs look like new 
or blend with an entirely new color scheme. Slipcovers come in 
fitted and loose varieties and in many different materials. Other 
pieces can be updated with throws, new linens or a coat of paint 
or stain.
• Address drafts and other inefficiencies. Colder temperatures alert 
homeowners to drafts, leaks and even insect or rodent infiltration. 
Homeowners can scout out rooms and remedy situations.
• Organize the home. Rainy or snowy days are great moments 
to address organizational issues, such as messy mudrooms or 
cluttered kitchen cabinets. Get a jump-start on spring cleaning 
before the warm weather arrives.

Beat cabin fever with winter renovations

Windows help regulate the temperature 
in a home, let in natural light and keep 
insects, weather and outdoor elements 
outside where they belong. The right 
windows also can add value to a 
property by providing aesthetic appeal 
and increasing curb appeal.
Although homeowners can typically 
get many years out of their homes’ 
windows, ultimately windows will 
need to be replaced. Homes that are 
more than 20 years old and still have 
their original windows could be due 
for an upgrade. Aluminum- or wood-
framed windows also may be ripe for 
changing. Here are some signs that it’s 
time to replace windows, courtesy of 
Good Housekeeping, Centra® and the 
real estate website Redfin.
• Drafty feel in the home: Window 
frames can begin to shrink as they age, 
allowing air to flow from the outdoors 
in and vice versa. Homeowners may 
notice drafts when standing near 
windows or hear whistling on notably 
windy days.
• Rising energy bills: If energy bills 
are inexplicably on the rise, then old 
windows could be to blame. Aging, 
drafty windows can make it necessary 
to run HVAC systems more often and at 
higher or lower temperatures in order 
to keep homes comfortable.
• Windows are difficult to open or 
close: Homeowners may get used to 
the quirks of their windows, but those 
that are difficult to open or close may 
require replacement. In addition, if 
windows need to be propped open, it’s 
time to replace them.
• Water infiltration: Warping or 
decaying window frames can make it 
easy for rain or snow to get into the 
home. Wood frames are particularly 
prone to moisture decay. If frames are 
warping or allowing water into the 
home, it’s time for an upgrade.
• Condensation on windows: Fog 
or condensation buildup on windows 
can occur if the seal between panes is 
broken. In this instance, replacement 
windows are necessary.  

Signs it is 
time for new 

windows 
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• Quality Farm Drainage
• Water/Sewer Lines
• Septic Systems
• Excavating
• Demolition
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Gerding 
Ditching L.L.C.

Stop Bitchin’ Start Ditchin’
15105 Rd. 15-M, Columbus Grove         

419-532-3407

419-943-2702
141 Liberty St., Leipsic, OH

(formerly Bellman Lumber Co. Inc.)
We can do anything and 
we keep ALL contracting local!
• Free Design Services for Homes & 
  Various Building Types
• Rooftop Deliveries
• Insulation Install
• Concrete Supplies
• Lumber      
• Masonry Supplies
• Steel Building Packages
• Roofing Supplies
• Screen Repairs
• Pole Barns
• Spouting  • Stone Veneer
• Nails  • Metal Studs
• Steel & Vinyl Siding • and much more

Custom ordering 
available, if we don’t 
have it ... we can get 

it for you!

FREEestimates with no obligationDelivery available!
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Custom-built decks can expand usable 
outdoor entertaining spaces. Decks can 
surround pools and create outdoor patio areas 
that make it easy to establish multitiered 
living spaces, improving the functionality of 
outdoor areas.
Certain deck trends have emerged as 
industry experts’ top picks for the upcoming 
remodeling and renovation season. For those 
thinking of revamping an existing deck, or 
building an entirely new one, these trends 
are on point.
• Established perimeters: “Picture 
framing” is not a new trend, but one that has 
taken greater hold in recent years. The term 
refers to aesthetically appealing designs that 
conceal the ends of deck boards for a clean 
finish. Some designs feature contrasting 
material colors on the ends for even more 
impact. This helps create refined perimeters 
for a polished look.
• Roof-top decking: Urban areas also can 
benefit from decking to create usable outdoor 
spaces. In fact, many new condominium and 
townhouse communities are incorporating 
roof-top decks into their designs, particularly 

in communities with water views or other 
impressive vistas. HGTV experts suggest 
roof-top decks feature light-colored 
materials and fixtures to help keep the area 
cool even in direct sunlight.
• Distressed hardwood: Builder and 
Developer, a management resource for 
professional homebuilders, says that the 
trend for using distressed hardwoods at 
home has migrated outside. Some decking 
manufacturers have recently introduced 
low-maintenance composite deck boards 
that mimic the look and feel of distressed, 
rustic hardwood flooring. This weathered 
appearance gives the look of age without the 
upkeep of real aged wood.
• Wooden walkways: Decking can be the 
more traditional design people envision with 
a patio table or outdoor furniture. But it also 
can consist of wooden walkways or a low-
laying patio  to accentuate the yard.
• Mixed materials: Homeowners may be 
inspired by commercial eateries, breweries 
and urban markets in their exterior design 
choices. Decks featuring composite 
materials and aluminum railings blend 

sophistication, urban appeal and comfort.
• Personal touches: Homeowners can 
customize their decks with personal touches. 
It’s not unheard of to wrap columns in stone 
or glass tiles for more impact. And a vast 
array of decking colors now enables fun 
interpretations for outdoor areas.
• Fire pit conversation area: Many decks 
can incorporate water or fire elements for 
visual appeal. Gas-fueled fire elements can 
expand the functionality of decks beyond 
the warm seasons, or make enjoying them 
practical on nights when the temperature 
plummets.
Decks are reimagined in many different 
ways with continually evolving trends.  

The 2017 hurricane season proved especially devastating for 
millions of people in both Texas and Florida. Upon making landfall 
in Texas in late August, Hurricane Harvey became the first Category 
3 or higher hurricane in the United States since Hurricane Wilma 
in 2005. In its wake, Harvey left damage that Texas governor Greg 
Abbott estimated could cost as much as $180 billion to repair.
Just a couple of weeks after Hurricane Harvey touched down, 
Hurricane Irma hit Florida as a Category 4 storm, knocking out 
power to nearly seven million people. 
Severe storms like hurricanes do not discriminate, and when such 
storms finally dissipate, people from all walks of life are left to deal 
with the often devastating consequences. Property damage is one 
such consequence, and the following are some things people can 
do in the aftermath of storms that caused damage to their property.
• Contact your insurance provider. Not all damage resulting from 
storms will necessarily be covered by insurance policies, but it’s still 
imperative that people contact their insurance companies as soon as 
possible after their homes or vehicles have been damaged. Agents 
can help policy holders learn if their policies cover the damage done 
to their property and to what extent their coverage will help them 
recover. 
• Document the damage. People whose property has been damaged 
should use their smartphones and cameras to document the damage 
as extensively as possible. Take photos from various angles before 
you begin cleaning up. Providers may require visual evidence of the 
damage before they begin processing your claim, so ask about those 
requirements when contacting your insurance agent.
• Avoid downed power lines. In addition to protecting the 

investments you have made in your property and your possessions, 
it’s important to remember to protect yourself. Avoid downed power 
lines, reporting any to your local power company as soon as you see 
them.
• Let the professionals do the work. It can be tempting for 
homeowners to try to do some electrical work around their homes 
after their homes have been damaged by storms. Electricians are 
likely busy and might not be able to assess or repair damage for days, 
if not weeks. But it’s still best to wait and allow professionals to do 
the work. Experienced professionals recognize potentially harmful, 
if not deadly, issues that may be lurking beneath the damage, so it’s 
always best to leave the work to private electricians or local power 
company work crews.
• Revisit insurance policies. After suffering damage to their homes 
or vehicles, men and women may benefit by revisiting their coverage 
and increasing that coverage in anticipation of future disasters.

Emerging deck trends What to do after incurring storm damage 



22 23

• Custom Concrete Edging
• Mulch & Decorative Rock
• Bed Shaping & Edging
• Proper Shrub Maintenance
   & Trimming
• Annual Beds & Planters
• Perennial Care
• Full Landscape Design
   & Installation
• Paver Patios & Walks
• Retaining Walls
• Water Features
• Irrigation Installation
   & Repair

• Decks, Gazebos & Pergolas
• Fencing
• Lawn Fertilization
   & Weed Control
• Lawn Mowing
• Sidewalk Edging
• Tree Removal & Trimming
• Stump Removal
• Decorative & Traditional   
   Concrete
• Snow Removal
• Ice Control
. . . AND SO MUCH MORE!

CUSTOM CONCRETE EDGING

• Elegant and long lasting

• Several colors & stamping designs to choose from

• Call today for your FREEon-site consultation

Now Offering

Other Available Services

Glandorf Drainage  

gdc@bright. net  
P/419-538-6525  

R e s i d e n t i a l ,  C o m m e r c i a l ,  A n d  A g  D r a i n a g e  

Glandorf Drainage  

gdc@bright. net  
P /419-538-6525  

R e s i d e n t i a l ,  C o m m e r c i a l ,  A n d  A g  D r a i n a g e  

Glandorf Drainage  

gdc@bright. net  
P/419-538-6525  

R e s i d e n t i a l ,  C o m m e r c i a l ,  A n d  A g  D r a i n a g e  

We Got The Connections

Sewer Pi pe, 

    Fittings, 

     & More

Residential,  Commercial,  and Ag Drainage
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1700 Westfield Drive
Findlay, OH  45840
419-424-3427
800-434-3427

Planning any outdoor 
improvement projects or 
yard work? Call 8-1-1 
or 1-800-362-2764 prior to digging.

Natural gas is safe, burns clean and is an abundant 
natural resource produced in the United States, 
and here in Ohio.  It is dependable, always there 
when you need it, with no tanks to fill.    

You can lower your heating bills with natural gas.  
Converting can be easy.  Contact KNG today for 
more information.

Trust your senses… 
If you suspect a gas leak
leave the area and call 

KNG immediately
00310137

22 DHI                                                                 ContraCtor’s DIreCtory                                                        august 2019 23 DHI                                                                 ContraCtor’s DIreCtory                                                        august 2019

101 East Main St., Pandora, OH

419-384-3102
Mon-Fri 10a to 5p • Sat 9a to 12p • Also open 

by appointment

3 Free Estimates
3  Full Line of Flooring

Redesign Your Home Today!
3  Upgrade Your Shower
3  Custom Tile Showers

3  Back Splashes
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Be ready to enjoy the warm days of spring and summer with an 
“updated” outdoor dining/living/garden area that is welcoming and 
efficient. Woodcraft has the tools and supplies you will need, along 
with helpful advice at your local store and free how-to articles on 
Woodcraft.com. 

Projects
Take stock of your outdoor furniture — do you need more? Would 
colorful new Adirondack chairs, a new picnic table and maybe a 
garden bench and planters be more inviting? Or perhaps a cleanup 
and new paint would bring your existing furniture to life for another 
season? Does your porch/patio/deck area need to be resurfaced or 
enlarged? 
Streamline your dining by building mobile carts to transport food for 
prep and for serving. Add a butcher block top to the food prep cart 
and storage drawers to both, and improve the efficiency and pleasure 
of your dining experience. 
Gardeners may want to build a potting bench and wooden flatbed 
wagon to haul plants and supplies. 

Tools, Supplies and How-Tos
“Make anywhere your workspace with the Kreg Mobile Project 
Center,” Woodcraft senior product manager Peter Collins said. “It’s 
a portable workbench, sawhorse, assembly table, and clamping 
station all in one that provides a versatile work space for DIY, repair, 
and woodworking projects.” 
The large 273⁄4” x 311⁄2” polypropylene work surface supports a 

350-lb. load capacity, and two centers can be connected to double 
the work area. Collins also suggested adding the new Kreg In-line 
Bench Clamp and Bench Clamp System for Dog Holes to make 
almost every clamping task possible. 
Visit Woodcraft.com to see Building Plans for Outdoor Furniture, 
as well as Adirondack chair templates. Woodcraft.com also offers 
a large number of how-to articles such as “Laid Back in a Classic 
Adirondack” that shows how to build with Adirondack chair 
templates, while “WoodSense: Spotlight on Outdoor Projects,” 
describes woods that work well outdoors. 
For building projects, the Freeman 11⁄4” 18-Gauge Brad Nailer is a 
professional quality, innovative home improvement tool that is great 
for furniture. Its oil-free operation requires no regular maintenance 
and eliminates the risk of stains on project surfaces. If your joinery 

Create an efficient, inviting outdoor living environment choice requires screws, the Groz Insta Drive Screwdriver features a 
patented retractable, rotating bit cartridge that makes it easy to find, 
store and change driver bits. 
For hauling lumber or other large items to your project site, use the 
Xstrap Heavy Duty Ratchet Tie Down to hold up to 1,000 pounds in 
place on a truck bed. 
To finish new furniture or recolor existing pieces — and brighten 
your outdoor landscape — choose one of the 28 premixed General 
Finishes Milk Paint colors that can be mixed, lightened, glazed, 
layered, antiqued, or distressed. Other good choices for outdoor 
surfaces include General Finishes Outdoor Oil Finish (use over 
exterior oil stain or exterior clear oil finishes for additional protection) 
and General Finishes 450 Varnish (minimizes fading, retards mold 
and fungus growth).
For painting guidance, watch “Hand Applied Milk Paint from 
General Finishes at Woodcraft” and read “Create a Milk Paint 
Masterpiece” on Woodcraft.com. 
HOMERIGHT’s Finish Max HVLP Sprayer will spray most solvent 
(except lacquer and conversion varnish) or water-based products 
— latex paint, milk paint, chalk paint, furniture paint, stains, and 
finishes. It’s easy to set up, use and clean. When painting furniture, 
consider using the HOMERIGHT Large Spray Shelter. When 
painting small accessories, opt for the Small Spray Shelter. 
For furniture that needs some TLC, read “Restoring Outdoor 
Projects” on Woodcraft.com to learn how to determine what needs 
to be deep cleaned, repaired, rebuilt and repainted. Handy helpers 
for the TLC process include Blue Bear Paint and Urethane Stripper, 
Krud Kutter No-Rinse Prepaint Cleaner, Titebond III Ultimate Wood 
Glue, SculpWood Putty, and Briwax ChaiRX.
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Delphos Ohio

(419) 303-0844

Your local replacement window 
and Seamless Gutter Specialist

Call the Master Electrician

Tony Wobler elecTric
419-615-8772

ElEctrical ExpErtisE
 Put the safety of your home, farm or business into our capable hands.

over 30 years of

--Residential
--Farm
--Wiring & Re-Wiring
--Electrical Panel 
--Installation
--Electrical Planning
--Bucket Truck

tonywoblerelectric.com

Hands down the best place for hands on projects!
● Electric Eels
● Sanders
● Drywall Screw Guns
● Stilts
● Ladders
● Airless Paint Sprayers
● Scaffold
● Roof Jacks
● Lifts
● Tile Cutters
● Wallpaper Steamers
● Carpet Cleaners
● Floor Polishers
● Fans
● Heaters
● Pumps
● Appliance Carts
● Tables
● Drink Machines

● Chairs
● Tents
● Charcoal Hog Roasters
● Cotton Candy, Sno-   
  Cones, & Popcorn
● Light Towers
● Backhoes
● Skid Loaders
● Fork Lifts
● Pipe Tools/Threaders
● Trenchers
● Tractors w/Loaders
● Concrete Tools
● Concrete Grinding Tools
● Concrete/Mortar Mixers
● Post Hole Diggers
● Pressure Washers
● Chainsaws
● Log Splitters
● Dehumidifiers

● Stump Grinders
● Brush Chippers
● Straw Blowers
● Cargo Trailers
● Tandem Trailers
● Dump Trailers
● Dump Trucks
● Utility Vehicles
● Lawn Pluggers
● Seeders
● Fertilizer Spreaders
● Rototillers
● Hedge Trimmers
● Sod Cutters
● Thatchers
● Welders
● Sandblasters
● Air Compressors
& Much More

LocaL

DeaLer

www.ktequipmentrental.com

835 Western Ave., Findlay, OH
419-422-4549

M-F 7:30AM-5PM; SAT. 7:30-NOON
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Maximizing natural light in a home is a smart and sometimes low-
cost renovation. Homes that are dark and drab can drain energy 
levels and reduce productivity. In addition, dark rooms may not be 
inviting places to gather as a family or when entertaining.
Certain factors contribute to a dark home. Houses that face north or 
east may not get the same level of sunlight as those that primarily 
face south and west. Geographic location also plays a role in the 
amount of natural sunlight. Mountains, buildings and even latitude 
can affect the amount of natural light that enters a home.
The style of a home and its attributes also may create dark 
conditions. Deep house eaves as well as small windows or too few 
windows also can contribute to a deficit of light indoors. A major 
remodel certainly can remedy the situation. However, there also 
are other less-extensive strategies to improve natural light.
• Lighten up window treatments. Heavy drapes or thick blinds 
can be replaced with translucent alternatives. Translucent shades 
will allow light into the room without compromising privacy, say 
the experts at HGTV. 
• Use mirrors strategically. A mirror placed opposite a window 
will reflect light all around the room. This can make a small room 
seem larger and a dark space instantly brighter.
• Install new windows and doors. If the budget allows, installing 
larger windows in a home will allow more natural light in. French 
doors or sliding doors also may make a home’s interior more 
bright. Think about adding windows to a side of the house that has 
none, or increase the size of the windows on the side of the house 
that gets the most light. 

• Maximize sunlight from above. Skylights will bring light into 
a home as the sun passes overhead. Tubular skylights can bring 
natural sunlight into spaces where you may not expect skylights 
to be practical. According to Houzz, a design and architectural 
resource, tubular daylighting devices, or TDDs, can make a big 
difference. TDDs are reflective pipes installed between the roof 
and ceiling, with a clear plastic dome. 
• Use reflective decor. Reflective surfaces, including glass and 
metal, can brighten up a room and diffuse light around a room. 
Glossy backsplashes, pendant lighting and shiny metal that reflect 
light can increase the natural light, balancing out dark spaces.
• Prune trees regularly. Cut back branches and keep trees tidy 
to maximize sunlight. Avoid planting tall shrubbery in front of 
windows.

Bring more natural light into a home 
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Kalida, OH

419-532-3516

• Custom Homes 
• Remodeling
• Condos
• Subdivision 
   Lots Available

419-203-0712419-203-8545
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No homeowner wants to look at the exterior of his or her 
home and see roof damage. Such damage may lead home-
owners to think they need a new roof, a potentially costly ex-
pense that can quickly throw household budgets into a state 
of disarray.

According to the HomeAdvisor, the average homeowner 
spends a little more than $7,600 installing a new roof. Vari-
ous factors, including the size of a home and the type of roof 
homeowners prefer, will affect the cost of a roof replacement. 
In addition, homeowners who see roof damage can rest as-
sured that not all roof problems will necessarily require a re-
placement roof to be installed.

Curled shingles are a problem many homeowners have en-
countered. This particular problem is not always indicative 
that a roof is on its way out. In fact, the home improvement 
resource This Old House notes that, as asphalt shingles age, 
their corners often begin to curl downward or upward. Home-
owners who notice this early enough can glue down the curled 
section of each shingle that’s beginning to curl. 

Some shingles may be curling because they’re defective. 
Fortified Roofing, a New Jersey-based roofing company that 
specializes in the repairing and replacing of various roofing 
configurations, advises homeowners to contact a local roofing 
professional to diagnose the cause of the curling. Doing so 
quickly can prevent curled shingles from contributing to more 
widespread damage.

Moisture and poor ventilation may be contributing to curled 
shingles as well. Homeowners with attics in their home may 
see curled shingles on their roofs because moisture is building 
up in their poorly ventilated attics. In addition to causing dam-
age such as curled shingles, a poorly ventilated attic allows 
moisture to build up, potentially contributing to mold growth. 

Mold presents a host of additional problems, including some 
that can adversely affect the health of a home’s inhabitants.

Improper roof installation also may be the culprit behind 
curled shingles. When a roof is not installed correctly, shin-
gles may not be aligned or nailed down in the right way. This 
might be what’s causing shingles to curl on recently installed 
roofs.

Curled shingles are unsightly and can pose a significant 
threat to a home if not addressed promptly. Homeowners can 
protect themselves and their roofs by working with skilled 
roofing professionals, who can diagnose issues like curled 
shingles and offer the right solutions. 
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COATINGS
&

419-235-1748

WE SPECIALIZE IN

Fully Insured 
FREE Estimates

Ryan Hovest, Owner
Email: ryanhovest@yahoo.com

3626 Road H
Leipsic, OH 45856

• Residential Needs: 
Garage Floors, 
Basements, and 
Porches

• Industrial Epoxy 
Systems

• Decorative Epoxy

• Coatings
• Concrete Polishing
• Concrete Countertops
• Concrete Sealing
• Concrete Restoration
• Staining 
• Overlays
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Warm weather often gives rise to thoughts 
about spending time in the great outdoors. 
Decks can expand outdoor living spaces, 
making them popular home additions. 
However, when it comes time to map out 
a deck building plan, individuals may 
be unsure as to which deck material will 
meet their needs. Wood and composite 
decks are among the most popular choices 
today, and the popularity of aluminum is 
growing steadily.

Wood
Wood is a versatile and attractive decking 
material. According to the wood resource 
Real Cedar, some people think that wood 
is too expensive and requires too much 
maintenance. In fact, domestic softwoods 
can be very cost-effective decking options. 
According to Remodeling Magazine’s 
“Cost vs. Value” report, wood decks retain 
considerable resale value. 
In terms of maintenance, choosing a 
rot-resistant wood can result in less 
maintenance. Durable woods include 
cedar and redwood. Popular Mechanics 

says both species contain tannins and 
oils that make them naturally resistant to 
decay, rot and voracious insects. Periodic 
cleaning and inspection/repairs will be 
needed, but wood can be much more 
durable than people may think.

Composite
Composite decking and its close cousin, 
plastic lumber, are some of the fastest-
growing decking materials on the 
market. Many products are made from 
polyethylene or polyvinyl chloride. 
Some composites will be comprised of 
recycled plastic and wood fibers to create 
a weather- and stain-resistant material that 
doesn’t warp, rot or splinter. Composite 
manufacturers continually experiment 
with manufacturing processes to duplicate 
the look of natural wood grain.
Homeowners are often drawn to composite 
decking because such decks require little 
maintenance. These decks do not need to 
be sanded, stained or refinished. However, 
mold and mildew can grow in shady, 
damp areas, so homeowners must realize 

that these products are not completely 
maintenance-free.

Aluminum
Although aluminum decks are not seen 
that often, there are reasons why this 
decking material is becoming more 
popular. According to LockDry®, a 
manufacturer of aluminum decking 
materials, power-coated aluminum does 
not need to be replaced due to rotting, 
cracking or warped boards. Most planks 
have interlocking edges that create gap-
free, watertight decks. Aluminum also has 
the advantage of being a very strong but 
lightweight material.
Some people may think that aluminum 
decks would be hot underfoot, but the 
material actually stays cooler in the sun 
because of its heat-dissipation properties. 
For those who have green goals in mind, 
aluminum is totally recyclable.
Various decking materials can meet the 
look, price point and maintenance level 
homeowners desire.

Choosing materials for decking What causes curled shingles? 
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3 Generations  •  Since 1955
Rick, Nick & Rob Hohenbrink, Owners

Ottawa - 419-523-5506
 Findlay - 419-427-3444

• Residential 
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• Industrial & 

Municipal  Excavation 
Projects of All Sizes
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Brad Hammond
Sales Consultant

Office:  
(419) 399-4549

Fax:  
(419) 399-2291

1099 N Williams St.
Paulding, OH 45879

brad.hammond@mortonbuildings.com
mortonbuildings.com

A listing of GC Licenses available at mortonbuildings.com/licenses.aspx
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Quality Building Materials & Service
You Can Count On!

419-538-6022
888-473-9976
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Home renovation projects are done for several different reasons, 
whether to update styles, repair damaged or broken items or to 
achieve more living space. More than ever before, homeowners are 
choosing improvement projects geared toward making their homes 
healthier.
Establishing a healthy home means different things to different 
people. For example, to an environmentalist, a healthy home may 
incorporate eco-friendly or green products. To those with young 
children or mobility-impaired seniors, a healthy home may be one 
free from potential hazards. Others may view a healthy home as 
one that alleviates allergies.
The World Health Organizations says inadequate housing 
conditions, such as poor ventilation, radon, urban pollution, and 
moisture issues, can contribute to many preventable diseases 
and injuries — especially respiratory problems, nervous system 
disorders, cardiovascular diseases, and cancer. Furthermore, the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ranks indoor air quality as 
a top five environmental risk to public health. EPA studies have 
found that indoor air pollution levels were roughly two to five 
times greater than outdoor pollution levels.
People interested in making their homes healthier can embrace 
these renovations and lifestyle changes.
• Be aware of furniture materials. Toxic PBDEs, which are 
chemicals used as flame retardants on furniture fabrics produced 
prior to 2006, can send toxins into the air. Some manufacturers 
may still use these flame retardants in new forms, but with similar 
risks. Before purchasing furniture, ask if a product is treated, and 

select naturally fire-resistant materials like wool and cotton.
• Lighten up. Lighting is often underappreciated but can have a 
dramatic impact on whether a home feels inviting, warm and/or 
uplifting. Experiment with different types of bulbs and lighting 
fixtures to turn drab and dreary environments into brighter places. 
Lighting may improve mood and productivity.
• Let the sun shine in. Modify window treatments to let more 
sunlight into the house. There is evidence that the sun, particularly 
UV light, is a potent bactericide. The Sunlight Institute advises that 
there’s no harm in letting natural sunlight do its work, as bacteria 
within eight feet of low-intensity UV light can be killed in 10 
minutes.
• Inspect and service wood-burning appliances. A study 
published in the American Journal of Respiratory Cell and 
Molecular Biology has found regular inhalation of wood smoke 
limits immune activity and function, and anyone who burns wood 
indoors should be aware of these potential health risks. Ensuring 
proper ventilation of smoke and routinely cleaning the chimney 
can help cut down on particulate matter.
• Turn to nontoxic cleaning products, pesticides and insecticides. 
Always opt for nontoxic, natural products when cleaning in and 
around the house.
• Declutter the home. A cluttered space can affect emotions and 
mental state, never mind attracting dust and making a home harder 
to clean. Spending time in spaces that do not elicit stressful feelings 
is healthier and can help residents to rest and recharge.

Homeowners invest large sums into 
improving their homes to make them 
more comfortable living spaces or to 
increase their odds of selling quickly. The 
Remodeling Futures Program at the Joint 
Center for Housing Studies of Harvard 
University predicted U.S. spending on home 
renovations and repairs to peak at $327 
billion in 2017. 
Whether one is doing a large renovation or 
a small remodel, life may be turned upside 
down during the project. Furniture may 
be moved out of the room, walls may be 
demolished, water or electricity may be 
turned off, and appliances may be missing or 
not hooked up. Home improvements often 
drum up dust and disarray. Such projects 
can try the patience of any homeowner, and 
things may get worse before they get better.
Even though remodeling can be taxing, the 
end result is often worth it. Here’s how to 
look forward to the silver lining and come 
out unscathed.

Discuss the project before it starts.
All family members should be in agreement 
before the first hammer is swung. Decide on 

as many details as you can ahead of time and 
have a firm plan in place. Establish back-up 
choices for tiles or color schemes in case the 
items you want are out of stock. Trying to 
make decisions under duress may result in 
bad choices.

Do one project at a time.
It’s tempting to want to improve as much as 
possible at once to maximize motivation and 
renovation materials. However, having no 
place in which to escape the mess can elevate 
stress levels. Do not think about renovating 
kitchens and bathrooms all at once, or you 
will not have any working fixtures for tasks 
like washing up.

Have everything in place …
Before demolition even begins, have 
building materials bought and stored, 
contractors and subcontractors lined up, and 
see what you can do to minimize the time 
workers need to spend in your home. 

… but expect delays.
In a world where things move at lightning 
speeds, renovations have not gotten the 

memo. Home projects take lots of time and 
will likely take longer if you are doing the 
work yourself in your free time. Build lots 
of extra time into the project so you are not 
disappointed when delays happen — even 
when you’ve done your best to avoid them.

Plan an escape zone
Construction environments can be messy, 
loud, smelly, and a host of other unsavory 
adjectives. The chaos that ensues when life 
is turned upside down can be overwhelming, 
particularly for the person who spends the 
most time in the home while work is being 
done. Build escape moments into the plan 
and make sure everyone else at home is on 
board. During the real grind of the project, 
a night or two at a hotel may be a welcome 
respite. 

Use renovations to create healthier homes Surviving a home renovation
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Car buyers know to look beyond color and check under the hood. 
Paint buyers, too, know that it’s not just about color anymore, it’s 
about getting down to the technology that makes the paint easy to 
apply, durable, moisture and stain resistant, washable, and gentler 
on the environment.

Ace wanted to offer customers a paint that uses advanced 
technologies to provide features that really make a difference. 
We started small – with ceramic microbead technology. 
Clark+Kensington™ interior paints are formulated with tiny 
microspheres that fit snugly together to form a tighter film than 
ordinary paints. This means that stains wash off easier, the surface 
is smoother, and it will take life’s bumps and bruises without 
showing it.

Clark+Kensington paints are 100% acrylic. This makes interior 
paints moisture resistant, so stains don’t penetrate and cleanup is 
much easier. And it makes exterior paints more flexible, so the paint 
can expand and contract as the temperature changes to minimize 
cracking and peeling.

We do all that and still manufacture our paints with VOC levels that 
are considerably lower than the national EPA regulations. With 
Clark+Kensington, you don’t have to sacrifice quality, durability or 

color selection to be earth 
friendly.

647 ERVIN RD, VAN WERT
419.238.1546

Making a better paint
We’ve incorporated the latest and best technologies 
to create a paint with features that matter to you.

Lee’s            Hardware
Lumber & Building Center

• Drywall • Plywood • OSB • MDF 
• Underlayment • Insulation
• Complete line of Standard 
    & Treated Lumber
• Composite Decking: 
   Timbertech, Azek, Genova
• Privacy fence panels
• Shingles: Owens Corning, 
    IKO, Certainteed, Tamko
• Ice & Water Guard & Felt Paper
• Concrete • Vinyl Siding 
• Entry doors + much more!

647 W. Ervin Rd., Van Wert, OH
419.238.1546

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1979

300 West Jefferson St.
Paulding, Ohio
419-399-4941
419-399-2511

Quality Products. Priceless Advice.

New Construction
Remodeling
	 •		Kitchen 
	 •		Bath 
	 •		Room	Additions 
	 •		Decks 

CONSTRUCTION
HARTZOG

Cabinets & Countertops
Windows	&	Doors
	 •		Anderson	Windows 
	 •		Wincore	Replace-		
     ment Windows 
	 •		Masonite	Doors
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•  Full 21 pt. Roof, Attic & Gutter Inspection  
 (including a video analysis)

•  $250 Gift Certificate toward Future Projects

•  Tightening of Loose Shingles

•  Caulking & Sealing of Vents, Flashing & Nail Holes

•  Repair Exposed Nail Heads

•  Replacement of up to (10) Ten Blown-off Shingles

$99 Roof & Gutter Tune-up
($250 Value)

by HAAG Certified Roof Inspector

Locally Owned and Operated

419-782-OHIO (6446)
www.ohroofs.com

Free Estimates, Call Today!

All family members should be considered 
when home improvements are being 
planned, especially the youngest household 
residents who may not be responsible 
enough to avoid accidents and injuries. 
According to a recent Vital Signs report 
from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, accidental injuries are a 
leading cause of death among the country’s 
youth — with one fatality occurring every 
hour from something entirely preventable. 
The CDC notes that the leading causes of 
child injury include suffocation, drowning, 
poisoning, fires, and falls. More can be done 
to keep children safe, and many strategies 
start at home.
Install security systems
A security system can be just as effective at 
keeping little ones inside as it is at keeping 
unwanted guests outside. Alarms can be 
set to sound anytime a window or door is 
breached, which can deter curious children 
from trying to leave the house without 
permission. Pair the alarm system with 
secure locks and high latches that can also 
stop children in their tracks.

Remove fall hazards
Safety devices installed on 
windows that are above ground 
level can keep children safe. 
Stair rails should be secure 
and in good working order. 
Temporary gates can block 
kids from getting on stairways. 
Improve lighting around 
staircases to help children and 
adults avoid falls, and remove 
any obstacles.
Anchor heavy furniture
The U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission warns that unanchored 
televisions and top-heavy furniture can tip 
over onto children and cause severe injuries 
and even death. Everyday furniture can be 
tempting to climb; therefore, using anchors 
to secure furniture to walls for security is a 
must.
Install locking cabinets
Locking cabinets can keep medications, 
household chemicals, home improvement 
paints and solvents, and other potential 
poisons out of reach.

Erect fencing around pools and yards
Install fencing around pools to keep children 
from wandering close to the water’s edge. 
Towns and cities may require certain fence 
heights or self-latching gates to keep little 
ones safe. Young children should never be 
left to their own devices around any source 
of water, whether it’s a pool, tub or toilet.
Test and replace smoke alarms
Smoke and carbon monoxide detectors 
are only useful if they are functional. 
Homeowners should inspect such devices 
regularly to ensure proper operation and 
promptly replace old or faulty detectors to 
improve safety.

The benefits of child-safe home improvements
Many people want their homes to be 
comfortable, relaxing retreats. While 
much thought will be given to layout and 
decor, the noises in and around a house 
also can affect how enjoyable a space is 
or isn’t.
Certain offenders are driving up the noise 
levels in homes. New building materials 
that are lighter than those used in the 
past can make it easier for noise to travel 
between rooms. In addition, open floor 
plans make it easy for noise to travel 
from room to room, while handheld 
personal devices can make rooms noisy. 
Homeowners who want more peace and 
quiet in their home can take the following 
steps.

Add more drywall
Homeowners may not be able to add  
walls of sturdy brick to block sounds, but 
they can add more drywall in noisy rooms. 
Consider adding more drywall to a library 
or reading nook. The home improvement 
resource HomeLogic  notes that drywall 
can be used to isolate noisy rooms, such as 

those where kids practice playing musical 
instruments.

Beef up dense materials
Heavy curtains, fluffy furniture and thick 
carpets can make rooms quieter because 
they help absorb sound waves. Such 
items and materials also can help prevent 
echoes. Bare walls and floors will only 
make sounds bounce around.

Seal holes and cracks
Noises from outside can sneak around 
gaps in windows, doors and siding. 
Making sure gaps are sealed will not only 
make a home more energy efficient, but 
also help block out some exterior noises.

Fix squeaky floors
Wood floors can shrink and expand, 
leading to movement and the development 
of squeaky areas. By fixing squeaky floors, 
homeowners can reduce noise created 
when people walk through their homes.
Soundproofing a home can be a relatively 
easy and effective DIY project.  

Quiet home noise with soundproofing
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