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Innovation on display 
in 2019 Ag Tour

Karl Hirzel (right) got into the details with Marilyn Hoffman (center) when ex-
plaining how the company turns raw tomatoes into chopped tomatoes for Hirzel 
Canning’s customers (Putnam Sentinel/Martin Verni)

By Martin Verni
Staff Writer

martin@putnamsentinel.com

PUTNAM COUNTY — The 2019 Ag 
Tour took place Saturday, August 24, be-
ginning and ending at the Kalida Fish & 
Game Club. Organized by the Putnam 
County Soil & Water Conservation Dis-
trict, with assistance from the Farm Bu-
reau and Ag Credit. Following a continen-
tal breakfast provided by Hoyt’s Sweet 
Corner and Little Red Bakery, this year’s 
tour brought members of the general pub-
lic to Hirzel Canning, Powerhouse Elec-
tric Supply, Remlinger Manufacturing, 
and the recently built wetland located on 
Kalida Fish & Game Club property.

“We are in the midst of tomato season 
here at Hirzel Canning. We just started re-
cently,” says Karl Hirzel, just before the 
tour at the Ottawa plant begins. “We’re 
running, today, about 650-700 tons. We 
have trucks coming, and there’s about 
22 tons on each truckload. Through the 
course of the day, we’ll see 50-60 loads…
As an overall view, we contract with 
about 30 different growers. They are scat-
tered from southeast Michigan, which is 
Monroe and Lenawee Counties, all the 
way down into Putnam County.”

The plant can process up to around 
1,000 tons during a typical workday 
day, according to Mr. Hirzel. That time 
includes shutdown and cleaning, which 
also occurs daily. The company mostly 
supplies its own Dei Fratelli brand of 
chopped tomatoes. However, its facility 
in Ottawa mostly does not.

Instead, Ottawa’s Hirzel Canning pri-
marily produces 30 gallon barrels and sig-
nificantly larger 300 gallon totes of diced 
tomatoes and crushed tomato bases for its 
customers, who then use those ingredients 
in their own food products.

Powerhouse Electric Supply of Ottawa 
was Superior Energy Solutions’ first so-
lar installation back in 2009. When the 
company expanded in 2017, an addition-
al system was added. The two systems 
now account for approximately 90 per-
cent of Powerhouse’s annual electricity 
needs. From the company’s perspective, 
the system turns a month-to-month vari-
able cost into a flat annual cost. It is grid 
tied, meaning Powerhouse Electric still 
receives a bill. Any energy produced be-
yond what the company uses during any 
given month becomes a credit which can 
be used during months will less solar in-
tensity.

The original 2009 system consists of 
54 panels and was installed at a cost of 
$81,000 before government and other in-
centives. The newer system, which pro-
duces approximately the same amount 
of electricity, consists of 31 panels and 
was installed at a pre-incentive cost of 
$28,600. Both systems are 10.8 kW in 
size. This represents an approximate 
183% decrease in costs in just eight years 
for essentially the same system. In 2009, 
the payback time of the system was es-
timated at 15.2 years. The new system’s 
payback time is estimated at just six and 
a half years.

The payback time frame on new tech-
nology is clearly important to Remlinger 
Manufacturing as well. It recently com-
pleted an automated LED lighting system, 
a $107,000 investment with $20,000 from 
AEP for incentive. The company expects 
savings from the system to effectively 
payback the investment in just two years.

Most of the recent changes have oc-
curred on the factory floor, where robot-
ics play a bigger role than ever. Accord-
ing to Jim McElwain, who has been with 
the company for over 50 years now and 
is currently in charge of special projects, 
Remlinger has just a few presses left.

It purchased its first CO2 laser cutter in 
2008. The piece of equipment was stan-
dard at the time, according to Mr. McEl-
wain, and is now rarely used, having been 
replaced by more effective laser cutters. 

“We’re just doing things better and smart-
er,” Mr. McElwain says, “We can mill, 
drill, everything on these machines. We 
don’t have to take it to a separate op.”

As an example of such progress, and in 
addition to its own products, Remlinger 
proudly displays the Diamond Harrow 
frames it manufacturers for the North 
American market for Australia’s Kelly 
Engineering.

The tour’s final stop took place where 
it began - Kalida’s Fish & Game Club. 
Here, a new wetland has recently been 
constructed on the club’s property through 
a collaboration between the club and PC 
Soil & Water.

Currently, it appears to be little more 
than a large dirt berm encircling an area 
of land. By next spring, it should be much 
more. A 17 acre watershed will then drain 
into the roughly two acre wetland, which 
will seed itself with vegetation. Ducks 
Unlimited will provide duck boxes, and 
Pheasants Forever will create habitats for 
the pheasants as well.

The wetland was designed by PC Soil 
& Water with assistance from ODNR. 
Gerding Ditching constructed the wet-
land, with the Ohio EPA providing some 
cost-share funding. A control structure 
will remain open until the berms are seed-
ed and grass begins to grow. Then, the 
area should begin to look very different, 
very quickly.
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By Nadia Ramlagan
Ohio News Network

COLUMBUS – Now that Gov. Mike 
DeWine has signed a bill legalizing CBD 
oil and hemp production in the state, 
many Ohio farmers are wondering when 
they can begin growing the cannabis 
plant.

The law allows farmers to grow hemp 
as long as it contains less than 0.3% of 
THC, the psychoactive compound in 
cannabis. Erica Stark, executive direc-
tor of the National Hemp Association, 
says it’s encouraging to see Ohio join the 
more than 40 other states that have legal-
ized hemp.

“Certainly with the passage of the 
2018 Farm Bill that removed industrial 
hemp from the Controlled Substances 
Act on a federal level, we’re seeing a 
dramatic increase and interest in the in-
dustry,” says Stark.

Later this fall, the USDA will release 
its guidelines for the federal industrial 
hemp program. Farmers will have to 
wait to start producing until both federal 
and state regulations are in place.

Stark says Ohio farmers should pro-
ceed with caution - not only in cultivat-
ing the plant, but in making sure they un-
derstand the permitting process and rules 
as they unfold.

“For any farmer looking to get into 
this for the very first time, I seriously 
recommend starting small,” says Stark. 

“Don’t go from never growing it before 
to planting 20, 50, 100 acres.”

Growing hemp for CBD is where 
farmers can see the most income, Stark 
adds.

But she points out CBD is more labor 
intensive and similar to growing tobac-
co, while the process of cultivating hemp 
fiber is more like a traditional row crop, 
planted much like corn or soy.

“There’s CBD cultivation and then, 
there’s fiber and grain cultivation, and 
both are relatively different business 
models,” says Stark.

The Ohio Department of Agriculture 
has said it plans to start issuing hemp 
cultivation and processing permits by 
next spring.

Sarah Noggle, Agriculture & Natural 
Resources Extension Educator at Pauld-
ing County OSU Extension Center, says 
she has had one inquiry from a local 
farmer about growing hemp. “There is a 
buzz about hemp in the county, similar 
to the few calls they’ve had in the offices 
in other area counties,” she says. “But 
the rules haven’t even been written yet 
by the Ohio Department of Agriculture. 
At this point I can’t advise if anyone will 
even be able to get hemp to even grow.”

Noggle goes on to say she’s not sure 
if hemp will ever be a viable option for 
farmers in northwest Ohio. “The only in-
formation I can go on right now is from 
Penn State, Michigan State, the Uni-
versity of Kentucky and other universi-

ties. In an article published by extension 
states “Hemp production is best adapted 
to well-drained soils with a pH between 
6.0  and 7.0. Hemp does not grow well 
in wet soils or those with a heavy clay 
content. Hemp is sensitive to soil crust-
ing and soil compaction, which can oc-
cur in these soils.” She says the article 
goes on to say that, ideally, hemp should 
be planted in May to early June in most 
areas of Pennsylvania. 

In the MSU excerpt, it states, “Due 
to lack of agronomic information and 
markets that are not well established, we 
do not know if industrial hemp will be 
profitable in Michigan. We do know that 
there are many uses for industrial hemp 
including fiber, grain, oils, pharmaceuti-
cal products and more. It is reported that 
industrial hemp can have over 25,000 
uses. As opportunities become available, 
growers should have a contract in place 
with a reputable buyer of industrial hemp 
products before planting.”

While there are no workshops or 
seminars scheduled in the area on hemp 
production at this time, Noggle says 
there is hemp planted at Farm Science 
Review that will be showcased later this 
month. There is also a task force through 
The Ohio State University working on 
some of the educational information. 

For more information on growing 
hemp, contact Noggle at the Extension 
office at 419-399-8225 or by email at 
noggle.17@osu.edu.

Ohio farmers begin navigating 
Hemp, CBD production
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By JIM LANGHAM
News Correspondent

info@timesbulletin.com

VAN WERT – Van Wert County Ohio State University Ag-
riculture Extension director Curtis Young said late this week 
that many of the area fields look beautiful.

“Unfortunately,” said Young, “that could be deceptive.”
“Some cornfields may make the county average (165 

bushels per acre).  A few fields could be lucky. Yield esti-
mates at this time are nothing more than 180 bushes at best,” 
continued Young. “That’s if they can mature before the first 
frost hits.”

Young said that weather conditions recently have been 
very favorable for corn and bean development. He noted that 
if temperatures can hold with mid-80 highs and lows in the 
60’s at night, things could continue to mature.

“If this weather would continue to stay around for a couple 
of more weeks  with an occasional rain, it would be great,” 
said Young.

Currently, weather specialist Rick McCoy said, the trend 
described by Young seems to coincide with the long range 
forecast. He noted that things could turn a bit cooler in com-
ing weeks.

Rainfall, said McCoy, looks to be near normal or just 
slightly above normal.

Young said that he monitored area cornfields a few days 
ago and noted a wide variety in growth patterns. 

“Obviously it is growing but it may not be growing fast 
enough,” said Young. “Some corn is just pollinating. Other 
corn is starting to dent. That (denting) is an indication of ma-
turity.

“Beans are looking good,” continued Young. “Many have 
set pods and are beginning to fill those pods.”

Young attributed the maturity of many beans to the fact 
that some beans were planted early instead of corn when it 
was difficult what to do with the corn.

“I expect that some beans were planted in June rather than 
corn  are closer to what we expect to be,” noted Young.

Young said he anticipates that some corn that may not ma-
ture is headed to silage.

Young said that in this week’s CORN newsletter, state of-
ficials noted that soybeans across the state range from ready 
to harvest to still flowering.

In some fields, yellowing was limited to pockets.
“Some was sudden death syndrome or brown stem rot, 

charcoal rot, Phytophthora, stem or soybean cyst nematode,” 
said the newsletter. “There are some other early yellowing 
situations that we are still working on for any accurate diag-
nosis, but yellowing in these cases may be linked to fertile 
issues and or related to late flooding injury.

Beauty of crops can be deceptive 



6 — Fall 2019 Harvest Time 

Scott Miller
419-771-9644 Cell

Grain Hauling  •  Liquid and Dry Fertilizer  •  Bulk Feed Hauling

3587 St. Rt. 637, Grover Hill, OH

WE’RE INVOLVED

Over 100 Years of Service to the Community

Farming is more than just a business, it’s a way of life. In this community, we’d 
like to be more than a financial institution. As your bank, we try to work with 
you, to know your situation and to serve your individual needs. From personally 
tailored loans to expert advice, we do what we can to be of service, to lend a 
financial hand...to get involved.

That’s how it

should be

between

friends &

neighbors!

161 W. 3rd St., Ottoville
419-453-3313   

   www.ottovillebank.com

00308032

BANK NAME

Hometown Banking
WITH YOUR NEIGHBORS AND FRIENDS

© VJ

— 58 —



Fall 2019 Harvest Time  — 7

STreSS TASk fOrCe 
offering help to struggling Ohio farmers

Information submitted

COLUMBUS — Dairy farmers grapple 
with slumps in milk prices while the cost 
of feeding their cows keeps rising.

For crop farmers, prices for corn and 
soybeans remain low, and many growers 
couldn’t plant either crop this year.

The persistent spring rain created the 
state’s worst planting year on record and 
has contributed to a near-record low level 
of hay to feed livestock in Ohio and across 
the Midwest.

So much is out of a farmer’s control. 
Weather. Commodity and feed prices. A 
hike in international tariffs on American 
agricultural goods that has diminished de-
mand for them.

When rain this past spring kept farmers 
from planting, among the comments that 
circulated on Facebook was one offering a 
phone number for a suicide hotline.

Now, perhaps more than ever, farmers 
might need help with how to keep their 
businesses afloat, how to find jobs off the 
farm, how to find clinicians to help deal 
with mounting frustration or despair that 
might come with running a business farm-
ing the land.

Out of this tremendous need, staff with 
The Ohio State University College of 
Food, Agricultural, and Environmental 
Sciences (CFAES) hope to offer assistance 
through their newly formed Rural and 
Farm Stress Task Force. The task force is 
made up of people who can help connect 
farmers and their families with specialists 
either within Ohio State University Exten-
sion or within the community.

CFAES will be collaborating with Ohio 
State’s College of Social Work to know 
how to best respond to individuals who 
might be in need of emotional support, 
including knowing which mental health 
providers those individuals can seek out, 
regardless of where they live in the state.

Across Ohio, some farmers face diffi-
cult decisions.

“Nobody wants to be the one in a fam-
ily to stop farming, especially if it’s been 
going on for generation after generation,” 
said Emily Marrison, a member of the task 
force and an educator with OSU Exten-
sion, the outreach arm of CFAES.

“I don’t think we could ever make the 
assumption that the reason a farm closes 
down is because of poor management.”

Many farms will be able to weather 
the financial storm, but some growers are 
seeking work off the farm or additional 
sources of income from their farm. The 

task force and all OSU Extension staff can 
point farmers toward resources to assist 
their businesses or to find new work or a 
counselor. In providing this help, the hope 
is to reassure and empower farmers.

“Farmers are so resilient, or they 
wouldn’t be doing the job they’re doing,” 
said Dee Jepsen, co-chair of the task force 
and state safety leader for OSU Extension.

For decades, farmers have dealt with 
weather challenges as well as shifts in 
markets and prices, and they have perse-
vered. Sometimes with that strong will to 
persevere comes a resistance to seek help, 
Jepsen said.

“They’re tough. They may not want to 
talk about their problems,” Jepsen said.

Some might see their struggles to keep 
their farm viable as a sign of failure—per-
sonal failure.

Even just admitting that or asking for 
help can be challenging, but that can also 
lead someone closer to a solution.

In talking to farmers and their families 
in southeast Ohio, Amanda Bohlen, an 
OSU Extension educator in Washington 
County, has noticed a difference recently. 
She can see the toll on people’s faces. 
They look tired, worn down. They’re a 
little abrupt, more pessimistic, distant.

Bohlen can easily empathize with them. 
Her husband, Kurt, grew up working his 
family’s dairy farm. This past April, they 
had to sell off the herd.

“It had gotten to a point that it would 
have been cheaper for us to buy a gallon of 
milk from the grocery store, dump it into 
our tank, and resell it rather than produce 
our own,” Bohlen said.

Kurt had to find another job, which led 
to a grieving process of relinquishing a 
profession that was all he knew.

“It was the last of everything. The last 
time you were shutting off the milk pump. 
The last time you were closing the barn 
door,” she said.

After a stint in excavation work and an-
other on a dairy farm that later closed, Kurt 
accepted a job as an agriculture teacher. 
The job will be a change, for sure, so he’s 
nervous but also tremendously grateful.

For more information on the Rural and 
Farm Stress Task force as well as a list of 
resources for those in the agriculture com-
munity, visit go.osu.edu/agcrisis.

Now, perhaps more than 
ever, farmers might need 

help with how to keep their 
businesses afloat, how to 

find jobs off the farm, how 
to find clinicians to help deal 

with mounting frustration 
or despair that might come 

with running a business 
farming the land.
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for head scab and yield: 
Don’t delay wheat harvest

By Laura Lindsey and Pierce Paul
OSU

Wheat harvest date impacts both grain yield and quality. De-
laying wheat harvest puts the crop at risk for increased disease, 
vomitoxin contamination, lodging, sprouting and harvest loss.

With funding from the Ohio Small Grains Marketing Pro-
gram, we conducted wheat harvest date trials for three years. 
However, none of the years were similar to what we are experi-
encing this year.

The biggest impact on wheat grain yield and quality seems to 
occur when the dry grain is re-wetted in the field prior to harvest. 
In 2016 in Clark Co., we evaluated wheat harvested on June 29 
(at 12% moisture content) and July 8 (at 14% moisture content). 
Grain moisture increased between June 29 and July 8 due to 
0.58” rain between the two dates. When the wheat harvest was 
delayed until July 8, yield decreased by 9 bu./acre, test weight 
decreased by 2.9 lb./bu., and vomitoxin level increased by 0.86 
ppm. Using a grain price of $4.50/bu. and discounts from a local 
elevator, the difference the delayed wheat harvest resulted in a 
loss of $87/acre compared to the June 29 harvest.

In 2017 and 2018, we harvested wheat at high moisture (20-
30%) and at 13% moisture. The wheat received rainfall between 
the two harvest dates, but the dry grain was not re-wet (unlike 

our 2016 study). Pre-harvest sprout, Fusarium-damaged ker-
nels (FDK), and vomitoxin were not influenced by harvest date. 
Again, this was partly because field-dried grain was not re-wet 
by precipitation, plus the overall level of scab was very low (< 
1, on average). Harvesting around 20% moisture and drying the 
grain resulted in similar profit as harvesting grain at 13% mois-
ture. However, harvesting at >23% moisture reduced profitabil-
ity mostly due to costs associated with drying and reduced test 
weight. 

So, if you do see higher levels of scab in your field this year 
than we saw during our study, you will likely benefit from har-
vesting the grain early (18 to 20% moisture) and then drying it 
down. As mentioned above, leaving it in the field to dry-down 
increases the risk of re-wetting, which could increase vomitoxin 
contamination. Coupled with early harvest, you should increase 
the fan speed of your combine harvester to blow out scabby, 
lightweight grain. Our research showed that 5-10% of scab can 
be managed during harvest – increasing the fan speed will re-
duce FDK and vomitoxin and increase the test weight of the 
grain lot, all of which will lead to better overall grain quality, 
and consequently, lower price discounts.     

Wheat harvest date impacts both grain yield and quality. De-
laying wheat harvest puts the crop at risk for increased disease, 
vomitoxin contamination, lodging, sprouting and harvest loss.
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Some answers and 
more questions on Lake erie

By Martin Verni
Staff Writer

martin@putnamsentinel.com

PUT-IN-BAY — Thursday, 
August 22,  approximately 30 
farmers, agriculture retailers, 
and local officials joined a tour 
of The Ohio State’s Stone Lab-
oratory on Lake Erie organized 
by the Putnam County Soil & 
Water Conservation District. 
In planning the tour, Soil & 
Water had initially reached out 
to area retailers, asking them 
to join the tour, and to bring 
at least one farmer along with 
them. Glandorf Warehouse, 
Hazelman Ag, Helena, J&B 
Precision, and Pandora Grain 
all responded.

The group of those who sell 
inputs, such as phosphorus and 
other fertilizers, and the ac-
companying farmers who use 
those inputs, were attentive to 
the demonstrations on how the 
science is collected, and the 
current view on what that sci-
ence says about the lake. They 
viewed how water samples are 
initially processed, and learned 
how charter boat captains on 
Lake Erie have been working 
with Stone Lab to collect more 
than 550 samples since June 
2013.

They were told how green 
algae is actually beneficial to 
the lake, serving as an impor-
tant food source to the organ-
isms on which Walleye, Perch, 
and other fish feed. This is 
part of the reason why Lake 
Erie contains only two percent 
of all the water in the Great 
Lakes, and yet holds 50 per-
cent of the fish. As opposed to 
Lake Superior, which contains 
50 percent of all of the Great 
Lakes’ water, and just two 
percent of the fish. The toxic 
mix of cyanobacteria that cre-
ates blue-green algae suffo-
cates this helpful green algae, 
impacting fish stocks in Lake 
Erie.

From an earlier presenta-
tion, it is known that the eight 
counties touching Lake Erie 
generate roughly $15.1 billion 

annually in tourism based rev-
enue. This represents about 30 
percent of all tourism revenue 
generated in the state. Those 
same eight counties employ 
roughly 128,000 people in the 
tourism industry, resulting in 
approximately $4 billion in 
wages each year. The State and 
Federal taxes generated by this 
tourism is about $1.9 billion 
annually. In addition, around 
11 million living along Lake 
Erie receive their drinking wa-
ter from the lake.

Two research vessels were 
boarded, giving the farmers 
and retailers an up-close look 
on how the scientific data used 
to ascertain the lake’s health is 
collected. Just prior, the group 
attended a presentation on 
what this science says about 
the current state of the lake, 
the impact of phosphorus (and 
nitrogen) loads, and the condi-
tions that lead to a toxic algal 
bloom.

The information shared dur-
ing this presentation is similar 
to that presented in the county 
before. The Maumee and San-
dusky rivers are the largest 

source of phosphorus in the 
lake, and agriculture repre-
sents 70 percent of the land use 
in these watersheds. Between 
87-93 percent of phosphorus 
comes from non-point sourc-
es, meaning there is not a pipe 
that can literally be pointed at 
as the source.

By comparison, the nutrient 
load from municipal wastewa-
ter treatment plant outflows 
are measured. So are their out-
flows during heavy rain events 
that result in untreated waste-
water released into rivers that 
feed into Lake Erie, and the 
lake itself. When combined, 
all wastewater treatment plant 
outflows, and other known 
municipal outflows, represents 
a small percentage of the nutri-
ent load reaching Lake Erie.

There remains, however, a 
number of unknowns as well. 
This became clear during the 
question and answer portion of 
Stone Lab’s science presenta-
tion.

“I’m not a soil scientist, 
I’m a lake scientist, so that’s 
not my expertise,” said the 
water quality expert giving 

the presentation when asked a 
question on how the weather 
impacts phosphorus loads in 
the lake. She did continue, 
answering the question posed. 
There is a strong correlation 
between high rainfall during 
the spring and the size of the 
algal bloom later that summer.

This was among the first of 
a handful of questions on how 
phosphorus moves through the 
watershed that flows into the 
western basin of Lake Erie. 
Questions on why the presence 
of dissolved phosphorus be-
gins rising in the early 1990s 
despite significant reductions 
in phosphorus use; what role 
sulphur could potentially play 
if added to fields in larger 
amounts; and whether bio-
markers of some sort could be 
used to identify the sources of 
phosphorus and other nutri-
ents.

‘Not my area of expertise,’ 
or a similar phrase, was often 
the response, in full or in part. 
When speaking with the farm-
ers at the day’s conclusion, 

Leo Schroeder of Glandorf Warehouse peers into a water sample collected on Lake Erie 
while Nate Schroeder of Leipsic looks on. (Putnam Sentinel/Martin Verni)

See LAke erIe page 12
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their confidence in the science was obviously affected. While 
viewing exactly how much of the lake’s data is gathered and ex-
amined was generally seen as helpful, there remained a feeling, 
“That nobody has the answers yet,” as one farmer from the Ka-
lida area put it.

This feeling lent itself to a general fear over what regulations 

might soon change and how. They spoke of excessive taxes on 
phosphorus to discourage its use, or the banning of it outright 
by state legislators. Neither is very likely to happen, and neither 
would change the amount of legacy phosphorus already in the 
ground, but the fear of incomplete science leading to ill-informed 
regulation remains strong.

The group of local agriculture retailers, farmers, and guests who took part in the tour of The Ohio State’s Stone Laboratory 
on Lake Erie last Thursday, August 22. (Putnam Sentinel/Martin Verni)

LAKE ERIE
(Continued from page 11)
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By JIM LANGHAM
News Correspondent

info@timesbulletin.com

VAN WERT – Van Wert County OSU Extension advisor Cur-
tis Young stressed that just because some plants may appear to 
be tall and productive doesn’t necessarily indicate that the actual 
corn is catching up with the consequences of a late planting.

Officials who publish the Ohio State University CORN 
newsletter agree with Young.

“Crop development varies tremendously across Ohio because 
of planting dates that range from late April to early July. Accord-
ing to field agronomists in some areas of the state, it looks like 
late-planted crops are “ rushing through development” …Unlike 
soybean, corn development is directly related to temperature,” 
states the newsletter.

The newsletter states that July temperatures, especially warm 
nighttime temperatures, have encouraged rapid corn growth and 
development. 

Late planted corn fields, especially those that have adequate 
soil moisture and good soil fertility and weed control, may ap-
pear to be catching up with neighboring fields planted earlier, 
states the newsletter. The rapid growth of late planted corn is 
associated with greater vegetative growth and faster canopy clo-
sure, can help optimize yields.

“However, it does not mean that the rate of development of 
later plantings is greater. Crop development varies tremendously 
across Ohio because of planting dates that range from late April 
to early July. According to field agronomists in some areas of the 
state, it looks like late-planted crops are “ rushing through devel-
opment” …Unlike soybean, corn development is directly related 
to temperature, i.e. heat unit accumulation. Above average July 
temperatures (especially nighttime temperatures) have promoted 
rapid corn growth and development. After corn reaches the V10 
stage (and most of our June plantings are near or beyond this 
stage), leaf collar emergence occurs at approximately one leaf 
every 50 GDDs.

Late planted corn fields (especially those that have adequate 
soil moisture and good soil fertility and weed control may ap-
pear to be “catching up” with neighboring fields planted earlier. 
The rapid growth of late planted corn is associated with greater 
vegetative growth and faster canopy closure, which will help op-
timize yields. However, it does not mean that the rate of devel-

opment of later plantings is greater than earlier plantings.  Corn 
growth and development have distinct meanings.

 Growth refers to the increase in size of an individual plant 
whereas development refers to a plant’s progression from earlier 
to later stages of maturity based on specific criteria, states the 
newsletter.  So, while late planted corn may appear to be “catch-
ing up in terms” in terms of vegetative growth, plant height,   it’s 
not caught up from the standpoint of development.

COrn DeveLOpmenT 
not necessarily associated with size
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P.R. SEEDS

Starting as low as $28.00 a unit

We have seeds 
for your needs!

Call anytime or stop by 
December 7 th and get 

your best deal

Jim - 567-201-9442
Chris -419-615-9072

Or stop by:

14054 Rd 12 Ottawa, OH
00308033

Our beans
are treated

140,000 seeds
per unit

Your State Bank  
Agri Services Leaders

Now that’s Smart.

Tim Moser
Senior Vice President
P 419.783.8023

Tyson Moss
Senior Vice President
P 419.630.0854

Sound advice. Smart money.

YourStateBank.com

Join us on
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74

Who says you can’t mix business 
with pleasure?

With the K Building vaulted 
ceiling and large clear 

spans you have plenty of 
room for both.

K Buildings...Quite possibly 
the last building you will 

ever need!

877-456-3111  •  419-456-3115
www.kbuildings.comGILBOA, OH
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SHAWNEE                    HARDWARE
3700 S. DIXIE HWY, LIMA,OH 45806   419-991-3701

            Mon.-Fri. 8-7:00; Sat. 8-5, Sun. 11-4

DELPHOS                     HARDWARE
242 N. MAIN ST., DELPHOS, OH 45833  419-692-0921   

Mon.-Fri. 8-6:30   Sat. 8-5

FROM THE HOMEOWNER 
TO THE FARMER, 

WE HAVE ALL YOUR RENTAL NEEDS!

      

                  

Delphos ACE Hardware & Rental
 

From the homeowner to the farmer,
We have all of your rental needs!

242 N. Main  Delphos, OH                                  Phone: 419-692-0921

1420 Elida Road, Lima OH 45805-1598
Tel: 419-228-5807                                      Fax: 419-222-6178

www.bobcatoflima.com

of Lima
of LimaOne Tough Animal™

CONSTRUCTION • INDUSTRIAL
EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES

SALES • SERVICE • RENTALS

00045808
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We have all of your rental needs!

242 N. Main  Delphos, OH                                  Phone: 419-692-0921

1420 Elida Road, Lima OH 45805-1598
Tel: 419-228-5807                                      Fax: 419-222-6178

www.bobcatoflima.com

of Lima
of LimaOne Tough Animal™

CONSTRUCTION • INDUSTRIAL
EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES

SALES • SERVICE • RENTALS

00045808
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Paid Advertisement

new innovations, ideas and improvements for 
harvest 2019,  available locally in West Central Ohio

With the 2019 harvest season approach-
ing fast, here’s a look at new innovations, ideas 
and improvements for harvesting.  The following 
three items are available locally, through S.I. Dis-
tributing in Spencerville, Ohio.

New Roller Guides and Short Guards Im-
prove the Easy Cut II Cutterbar System Even 
More

 Group Schumacher understands the impor-
tance of having a superior cutting system, which 
is why they announced two new improvements 
on the SCH Easy Cut II Cutterbar System.

The new SCH top and bottom roller guides al-
low more flexibility on the platform while decreas-
ing the likelihood of material buildup around the 
rollers.  

As before, they continue to reduce the fric-
tion on the knifeback and allows the knife to run 
more smoothly. It also results in less knife load 
and power requirements for the knife drive or 
wobble box. 

The new short SCH EasyCut guards improve 
crop flow in no-till soybeans.  They are recom-
mended for flex grain platforms. 

 Farmers Agree:  The Tailboard Trash Blower 
Tube is a Very Affordable Difference Maker!

No more daily tailboard cleaning!  The Tail-
board Trash Blower Tube keeps crop residue 
from accumulating on the combine tailboard.   

Since the tube is slotted to direct air across the 
tailboard, the tailboard stays clean at all times.

 The Tailboard Trash Blower Tube was tested, 
by the manufacturer, as supplying 26 MPH wind 
at center of the tailboard compared to 0-5 MPH 
without.

•Keeps the tailboard free of trash, dirt and 
dust

•Eliminates daily cleaning and fire hazards
•Installs in minutes, without any drilling or cut-

ting
•For John Deere Combines Series S550, 

S650, S660, S670, S680, S690, S760, S770, 
S780, S79

Agra-Cam Camera Systems are High-Res-
olution Quality Camera Systems at Affordable 
Prices

 S.I. Distributing’s Agra-Cam equipment 
camera systems offer a solution for eliminating 
blind spots while being extremely durable.   The 
complete systems come with the standard 700 
TVL picture quality camera.  Each camera is 
equipped with a 65-pound magnet, metal visor, 
and a protective bracket to ensure durability*.  

The cameras have a 68 IP weatherproof rat-
ing, which ensures protection from the total dust 
ingress and protects it from long-term immersion 
up to a specified pressure. All cameras come 
equipped with a night vision setting for late-night 

surveillance. 
Please note that adapters are available to 

connect cameras to OEM systems.
Bottom line, these cameras give you a clear 

picture and hold up under harsh environments.
*Recommendation of upgrading your brack-

ets to stainless steel for fertilizer applications.
For additional information on any of the above 

products, call S.I. Distributing at 800-368-7773 or 
visit their web site at www.sidist.com
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419-339-0110

TRUCKS, 
TRAILERS

FARM MACHINERY
RAILINGS & 

METAL 
GATES

CARBON STEEL
STAINLESS STEEL

ALUMINUM

Larry McClure
5745 Redd Rd.

 Delphos

 Fabrication & Welding Inc.
Quality

GENERAL REPAIR - SPECIAL BUILT PRODUCTS

132 S. Main St., PO Box 120
Glandorf, OH 45848 

glandorfinsurance.com

Office: 419-538-6902
glandorf@bright.net

or glandorf2@bright.net

We Protect 
What 

Matters
Most

A U T O  •  H O M E  •  B U S I N E S S  •  F A R M
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“Neighbors Insuring 
Neighbors”
Since 1863

112 E. Third St., Delphos, OH 45833 • www.germanmutualofdelphos.com

GLandorF
Insurance Inc.

419-538-6902
glandorfinsurance.com

132 S. Main St. PO Box 120
Glandorf, Ohio 45848

Bill Massa
schmIt-massa

& LLoyd Insurance
419-692-0951

Jim Rhoades
rhoades

Insurance
419-238-2341

Jeff Lyons
Lyons

Insurance
419-229-3359

FARMOWNER/HOMEOWNER INSURANCE

Few things are more satisfying than 
biting into a fresh tomato right from the 
garden or seasoning a meal with herbs 
picked from a windowsill greenhouse. 
Restaurants recognize the value of such 
experiences, and more and more are rely-
ing on locally sourced products in their 
kitchens.

The farm-to-table movement is not 
new, but it has gained momentum as con-
sumers become increasingly enamored 
with the flavor and environmental impact 
of locally sourced foods. The National 
Restaurant Association found that farm-
to-table food was one of its top 10 trends. 
Furthermore, the group says that one in 
five consumers are willing to pay more 
for local food, and 41 percent admit that 
locally sourced ingredients influence their 
decisions when choosing where to dine. 

Newcomers to the farm-to-table din-
ing experience may not understand all the 
fuss surrounding this popular trend. The 
following are some of the key benefits of 

farm-to-table.
• Peak freshness and ripeness: Local 

produce ripens on the plant and can be har-
vested at the last possible minute before it 
turns up on a plate. This helps ensure that 
it contains the highest amount of nutrients 
and flavor, according to the Harvard T.H. 
Chan School of Public Health. Food that 
has to travel further is often picked well 
before it is ready, ripening on the way to 
stores or other vendors.

• Better for the environment: Food 
that needn’t travel far before reaching din-
ers’ plates saves roughly 500 gallons of 
diesel fuel to haul produce a distance of 
1,500 miles. This conserves fossil fuels 
and prevents harmful emissions from en-
tering the atmosphere.

• Supports neighboring farms: Sup-
porting farm-to-table restaurants and 
other eateries keeps business local in two 
different ways. It not only benefits local 
restaurants, but it also directly supports 
neighboring farms, fisheries and other 

suppliers.
• Accessibility to seasonal choices: 

Farm-to-table eating provides a wide va-
riety of in-season foods. This can translate 
into tastier foods because they are grown 
and harvested during their optimal grow-
ing season.

• Reduces factory farming: According 
to O.info, the informational resource pow-
ered by Overstock.com, farm-to-table and 
local farming can reduce reliance on large, 
profit-driven corporations that may focus 
on maximum production over animal 
health and welfare. Local farms may be 
more inclined to treat their animals well 
and institute sustainable practices.

• Learn about the community: A per-
son might live in an area and never know 
that a local vineyard is in the vicinity or 
that a producer of straight-from-the-hive 
honey is nearby. Exploring farm-to-table 
resources can open people’s eyes to local 
businesses doing great work in and around 
their communities.

The various benefits of 
fArm-TO-TABLe
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Williamson 

Insurance Agency

The Crop  
Insurance 
Specialist

P.O. Box 469, 101 E. Merrin St.
Payne, OH

419-263-0168 or 1-888-399-5276

www.cropcoverage.com
email: jason@cropcoverage.com

Williamson Insurance Agency is an Equal Opportunity Provider
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Your Application Equipment Specialists
Full Service & Parts Available

419-596-3883

17852 St. Rt. 613,  Continental, OH
www.buckeyeapplication.com

The #1 mechanical drive sprayer.
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Catwalk SystemsStorage Bins

Aeration

Material Handling

www.agri.chiefind.com We Engineer Relationships©

One-stop solutions with 
unmatched personal service
• Stiffened and 

unstiffened farm bins 
offer all the strength 
and durability 
of our largest 
commercial bins.

• Bucket elevators, 
conveyors and 
accessories

• Caldwell centrifugal 
and axial fans

• Catwalk systems

The Chief Advantage...

Contact your local independent authorized Chief Agri/Industrial dealer:

The Chief Advantage...

Kahle & Verhoff Construction    
Your Local Independent Dealer

Box 100 • St. Rt. 108  •  Miller City, OH 45864  •  Office: 419-876-3333  •  www.agri.chiefind.com

00
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34
69

00335612

Taylor Leach 
Dairyherd.com

The brutal combination of 
a harsh winter, wet spring and 
late summer have caused some 
dairy farmers to worry about 
their hay and silage supply 
come later this fall. For many 
of these producers, the poten-
tial lack of bedding material 
is also at the forefront of their 
minds. 

“We’ve already talked to 
some of our (straw) vendors,” 
says John Metzger, a dairy 
farmer from Kimmell, Indi-
ana. “Some of them who we’ve 
bought straw from over the 
years don’t have any excess 
straw to sell.” 

Despite what looks to be like 
a warmer winter ahead of us, a 
lack of bedding materials could 
cause major problems for dairy 
operations across the country. 

According to the USDA, the 
all wheat planted area for 2019 
stood at 45.6 million acres, 
down 5% from 2018. This rep-
resents the lowest all wheat 
planted area on record since 
records began in 1919.

With wheat harvest running 
at a slower pace in the upper 
Midwest and fewer acres plant-
ed, some farmers are worried 
about the price of straw escalat-
ing in the coming months.

If a straw shortage is on the 
horizon for your operation, 

Other bedding options to 
consider include:

 Sawdust, sand, recycled 

manure solids, chopped corn 
stalks, chopped soybean stalks, 
almond shells

Will there be a bedding shortage this winter?

Labor: How time consuming is the overall 
management (obtaining the material, dis-
persing it into areas of use, cleaning, and 
disposal). 
avaiLabiLity: How feasible is it to obtain 
material? Are there other uses for the bed-
ding material and will that play a factor into 
the economics of that specific material? Eval-
uate source of material to ensure cleanliness.
ExpEnsE: Buy bedding at the most eco-
nomical time, in a particular season, at har-
vest time or, in the case ofsawdust, during 
the mills busiest period. Purchasing a year’s 
supply of bedding may be economical given a 
proper storage facility is available.
ManurE ManagEMEnt systEM: Does 
the material chosen fit into your current ma-
nure system? If not, can alteration be made 
to either the system or material chosen? 
Wood products can create a problem for 
waste management especially in the case of 
composting because of their high carbon to 
nitrogen (C: N) ration.

typE of usE: Consider the situation under 
which the bedding will be utilized. Is the bed-
ding going to be used for normal day-to-day 
bedding, bedding for milking or pregnant ani-
mals, or for mothers with new born animals?

five bedding Characteristics
Know bedding limitations in order to 
efficiently and effectively manage it.

CoMfort: Materials should contribute to 
the overall comfort of the animal by provid-
ing a dry, cushioned place which encourages 
resting. A well rested animal will increase its 
overall productivity.

MoisturE ContEnt: Organic matter has 
better moisture absorption capacity than in-
organic material. Moisture directly increases 
the level of microbial activity in the bedding, 
leading to harmful levels of environmental 
pathogens. Moist materials also adhere to 
animals making the cleaning of the animal 
more difficult, especially in the case of ani-
mals with coarse hair. Turning bedding im-

proves ventilation and can reduce moisture.
CLEanLinEss: Materials should always 
remain free of any chemicals, sharp objects, 
molds, dust, and excess moisture. Clean 
soiled bedding areas at first sign of trouble.

inErt: Ideally, bedding should not sustain 
bacterial growth, but organic matter such as 
straw, wood shavings, and paper byprod-
ucts do. Materials should not be palatable to 
animals. Increased changing of bedding is 
needed if organic materials are incorporated.
partiCLE sizE: Organic matter of smaller 
particle size will encourage bacterial growth, 
thus shortening the effectiveness of the 
bedding materials. Comfort becomes a fac-
tor when using inorganic substances such 
as sand. Large sand particles can cause 
discomfort and sometimes create wounds, 
though finer sand can be used successfully. 
Very fine particles such as sawdust will stick 
to the skin and teat ends exposing them to 
higher concentrations of bacteria.

Considerations in choosing bedding
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608 E. Kiracofe Ave.
Ste 1

Elida, OH 45807

As a lifelong resident of Ohio, I’m proud to serve the 
greater surrounding Lima area as your local Farmers® 
agent. At the Baumgardner Insurance Agency, 
located in Elida, OH, we pride ourselves on providing 
outstanding customer service and ensuring each client 
is educated on their specific coverage options. I bring 
10 years of insurance industry experience to help with 
all your needs for auto, home, life, business, specialty 
insurance, and much more!

If you have time, we invite you to stop by our office 
which is located centrally on Elida Road/State Route 
309, 2 miles west of the Lima Mall. We look forward to 
starting a friendly conversation with you today!

Give me a call at (567) 712-7072 and I’ll be happy to 
answer any questions you might have.
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Brad Hammond
Sales Consultant

Office:  
(419) 399-4549

Fax:  
(419) 399-2291

1099 N Williams St.
Paulding, OH 45879

brad.hammond@mortonbuildings.com
mortonbuildings.com

A listing of GC Licenses available at mortonbuildings.com/licenses.aspx

Agricultural Electrical 
Experience since 1980

We do electrical work on 
Grain Bins  •  Feed Mills
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419-532-3492
KALIDA

WWW.SARKAELECTRIC.COM   PLUMBING AND HEATING
“TRUST THE MAN IN THE SHINY BLUE VAN”

Residential • Commercial

Agricultural and Industrial
REPAIR SHOP

• Case IH & John Deere tractors, combines, skid
 loaders, backhoes, forklifts, planters, sprayers
  and more

• We make hydraulic hoses

• Equipped with Diagnostic Equipment for most
  makes and models

• In-shop or on-site service

• A & I, AP Air and HY-Capacity After Market Parts
  for most makes of ag and industrial equipment

Nathan Haines
Cell: 1-260-706-3209

Dale L. Haines
Cell: 1-260-341-0289

dlh@adamswells.com

Have Safe And
Happy Holidays!
6301 E 850 N • Decatur, IN

260-724-3756 N
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6301 E 850 N • Decatur, IN

•  Case IH & John Deere tractors, combines, skid loaders, backhoes, 
 forklifts, planters, sprayers, excavating &  

industrial equipment, and more....
•  Equipped with Diagnostic Equipment for most 
 makes and models
•  We make hydraulic hoses
•  In-shop or on-site service

dlh@adamswells.com • 260-724-3756

Nathan Haines - Cell: 1-260-706-3209 
Dale L. Haines - Cell: 1-260-341-0289

by Chris Bennett

“The data shows what can happen with 
corn storage after a wet fall, and the high 
risk is here again for 2019,” says Bill 
Field. 

Although injuries, and even death, are 
a consistent facet of harvest each year, 
2019 is on a collision course with height-
ened danger. A chaotic planting season 
extending well beyond spring necessitates 
a late fall harvest—opening the flood-
gates on a mad rush of activity. Whether 
related to the prolonged peril of wet grain 
storage or the immediate impact of farm 
machinery accidents, the increasing threat 
of a troubled 2019 harvest looms large for 
U.S. farmers.

Into the Bin
The Indiana farmland surrounding Bill 

Field is telltale. In most years, Field’s 
neighbors have corn finished by mid-
April, but in 2019, hounded by consistent 
spring cold and rain, corn was planted un-
til June 6 , and over a month later, by mid-
July, the crop was far behind the norm—
as in knee-high, when it should have been 
tasseled out. The dangers of a late harvest 
and a sidecar of wet grain are particularly 

alarming to Field, the foremost authority 
on grain bin entrapments and engulfments 
in the U.S., and professor of agricultural 
health and safety at Purdue University.

At present, concerns over the dangers 
of high-moisture corn storage are clear-
ly borne out in a sister crop—soybeans, 
Field describes. After a particularly diffi-
cult 2018 harvest season in many regions 
of the South, high-moisture soybeans 
were fed into many bins, and the effect is 
hitting home. “In the past month, we’ve 
seen four entrapments in soybeans as 
guys try to finally move that crop. The 
lesson shows what happens when grain 
goes in wet, and it reinforces what could 
happen this fall with corn.”

A decade in the past, the wet fall of 
2009 serves as a billboard pointing for-
ward to potential danger in 2019. In 2010, 
following the 2009 high-moisture harvest, 
59 documented cases of grain entrapment 
were noted at agconfinedspaces.org—the 
highest number of entrapments on record 
for a single year. “Those 59 were just the 
ones recorded or reported on,” Field says. 
“The data shows what can happen with 
corn storage after a wet fall, and the high 
risk is here again for 2019.”

Collision Course: Harvest dangers loom 
especially large in 2019

See COLLISIOn COUrSe page 25



24 — Fall 2019 Harvest Time 

Greg Brown, Agent

Nationwide®

  

Everything
Spring planting’s almost fi nished. 
Forecast says rain – there’s no time to lose. 
With borrowed equipment, you’re moving to your last fi eld. Suddenly, 
a fast-approaching pickup tries to pass, clipping you. No one’s hurt, but damage 
is visible. Now what?

Don’t worry – AgriChoice®, Nationwide® Agribusiness’s unique farm insurance, 
doesn’t require the borrowed equipment owner to fi le a claim with his insurance 
company fi rst. And it covers rental reimbursement while damaged equipment is 
being repaired, at no additional cost.

AgriChoice® – America’s choice for farm insurance. 
It’s the right time.

Underwritten by Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company, AMCO Insurance Company, Allied Property & Casualty Insurance Company, Depositors Insurance 
Company, Farmland Mutual, Nationwide Insurance Company of America, Nationwide Affi  nity Insurance Company of America, Nationwide Property 
and Casualty Insurance Company, Nationwide Mutual Fire Insurance Company, and Nationwide Agribusiness Insurance Company,1100 Locust Street, 
Des Moines, Iowa 50391-2000. Customers will be placed with one of the above companies based on your location and product requested. Products and discounts 
not available to all persons in all states and products are subject to deductibles, exclusions, and conditions. Nationwide, the Nationwide framemark, and On Your 
Side are federally registered service marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. AgriChoice is a federally registered service mark of Allied Group, Inc. © 2008 
Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company.  All rights reserved.

ADP7021bb (0910)

Greg Brown 
G A BROWN INS AGENCY INC
346 E. Main St.
Ottawa, OH 45875
(419) 523-5527
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It’s the right time.

Underwritten by Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company, AMCO Insurance Company, Allied Property & Casualty Insurance Company, Depositors Insurance 
Company, Farmland Mutual, Nationwide Insurance Company of America, Nationwide Affi  nity Insurance Company of America, Nationwide Property 
and Casualty Insurance Company, Nationwide Mutual Fire Insurance Company, and Nationwide Agribusiness Insurance Company,1100 Locust Street, 
Des Moines, Iowa 50391-2000. Customers will be placed with one of the above companies based on your location and product requested. Products and discounts 
not available to all persons in all states and products are subject to deductibles, exclusions, and conditions. Nationwide, the Nationwide framemark, and On Your 
Side are federally registered service marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. AgriChoice is a federally registered service mark of Allied Group, Inc. © 2008 
Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company.  All rights reserved.

ADP7021bb (0910)

Greg Brown 
G A BROWN INS AGENCY INC
346 E. Main St.
Ottawa, OH 45875
(419) 523-5527

346 E. Main
Ottawa

419-523-5527

20 W. Second St.
Ft. Jennings

419-286-2660
00308560

Check our prices before you buy!
Brandon Haselman                  Jeremy Steffan
419-890-2312                         419-615-9506

7567 St. Rt. 109, Ottawa 
  jbapplication@metalink.net

See Us for All Your Agricultural Needs

Poultry Litter
Gypsum

Ag Chemicals

High Cal Lime
Custom Application

Stine Seed
Trucking

00334843

00307971

Complete Real Estate 
& Auction Service Appraisals
Aaron Siefker, Real Estate Broker/ Auctioneer

419-538-6184 Office - 419-235-0789 Mobile
Joan Zimmerly, Agent 419-969-4086

Find us on the web @
www.siefkerauctions.com

SIEFKER 
REAL ESTATE & AUCTION CO. LTD. 

OTTAWA, OH

 

460 to 2,000 PSI
220 Volt/1, 2.0 – 4.0  GPM Water Flow

CASH PRICE = $4,965

HDS4.0

1/4 Mi. W of I-75 on US 224, Findlay
419-422-6973

  www.streackertractor.com
00308041

World’s #1 Selling 
Pressure Washer
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00308028

1436 E. Main St.
 Ottawa   

419-523-5309
 or 419-523-5666

On the Farm or 
in the Field Service

See our website www.pandoragrain.com

419-384-3255
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See our website www.pandoragrain.com

1-877-384-3255
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30

305 S. Jefferson St. 
Pandora

341 Cherry St. 
Bluffton

129 Pearl St.
Beaverdam• •

• Fertilizer, Chemical and Ag Supplies • Grain Marketing 
• Farm Pickup of Grain • Asgrow & DeKalb Dealer

• Custom Application • Soil Testing

305 S. Jefferson St. 
Pandora

341 Cherry St. 
Bluffton

129 Pearl St.
Beaverdam• •

• Fertilizer, Chemical and Ag Supplies • Grain Marketing 
• Farm Pickup of Grain • Asgrow & DeKalb Dealer

• Custom Application • Soil Testing

The No. 1 correlation be-
tween entrapments and storage 
facilities is centered on house-
keeping. A clean bin area is far 
less conducive to a grain acci-
dent, Field explains. However, 
the second closest correlation 
relates to storage and grain 
moisture content. “Put that 
grain in at 18%, 19% or higher 
and you can almost guarantee 
spoilage. Even without driers, 
grain facilities can mix and 
store grain to deal with mois-
ture, but they move the grain 
quickly—but farmers go with 
long-term storage and that’s a 
huge potential problem when 
a guy leaves a 100,000 bu. bin 
full for a year.”

Field has participated 
in over 25 grain bin death-
related civil cases, and he’s 
documented a wide range of 
negligent bin behavior involv-
ing wet corn. In a memorable 
case, Field recalls a roof leak 
that created a crusted, verti-
cal column of grain extending 
from base to ceiling. The grain 
producer entered the bin with 

a pickax, set to work on the 
column, and was killed by the 
subsequent corn avalanche. 
“When I went inside, the col-
umn still reached 17’ 4” high 
into the air, and was almost 4’ 
wide at the base,” he recalls.

Regarding the upcoming 
2019 harvest, Field advises 
growers to be patient. “I sug-
gest guys wait as long as pos-
sible, and use the field and sun 
as long as possible. Some ex-
perts are recommending some 
guys explore options for silage 
with dairy and beef producers. 
Consider options other than 
storage, because if your corn 
is not at storage maturity, then 
you are headed for problems 
down the road, period.”

Can’t Happen to Me
Estimating harvest at 

roughly “five to six weeks be-
hind,” Fred Whitford warns 
about an approaching log-jam 
of activity. “We’re going to hit 
cold weather and everybody is 
going to be working day and 
night, which is exactly what 

guys had to do at planting. 
Guys will push themselves and 
their equipment to the max, 
and we have to realize those 
are the times when people get 
hurt or killed.”

Whitford, a clinical engage-
ment professor at Purdue Uni-
versity, and director of Purdue 
Pesticide Programs, says most 
ag-related accidents are pre-
ventable. “I bet 90% of these 
accidents could have been 
stopped, but we were wore out 
and going too fast—weariness 
and high speed. Take a power 
nap for 20 minutes out of the 
day, and be aware of who is 
driving your vehicles.”

Each year, Whitford con-
sistently encounters individual 
producers carrying a “can’t 
happen to me” attitude. “It 
makes no difference if you’ve 
never had an accident in 40 
years. Just think of all your 
near-misses—some were your 
fault and some were the fault 
of others. In a second, what 
did or didn’t take place could 
have been catastrophic.”

Whitford urges farmers to 
place “slow-moving” signs on 
the back of all equipment—
both for safety and legal pur-
poses. “Typically, farmers 
aren’t the ones that end up 
getting hurt in equipment ac-
cidents, so put up a slow-mov-
ing vehicle sign to alert others, 
and to keep your operation le-
gally safe.”

Dirty windshields, driving 
speeds, improper lighting, rail-
road crossings and more, Whit-
ford suspects the 2019 harvest 
is ripe for danger. “I anticipate 
a couple of people killed at 
railroad crossings, and at stop 
signs that get ignored. These 
will be the same guys who’ve 
been on that same road 1,000 
times before.”

With day-and-night farm 
activity around the bend, 
Whitford cautions growers 
to give heavy consideration 
to safety. “Protect the public, 
protect your farm, and protect 
your livelihood.”

COLLISION COURSE
(Continued from page 23)
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Providing tax, accounting, payroll and 
advisory services to enable success.

BASHORE
REINECK
STOLLER & 
WATERMAN, INC.

117 N. Main St., Paulding  •  419-399-3686
685 Fox Rd., Van Wert  •  419-238-0658

106 S. High St., Columbus Grove • 419-659-2647

www.brsw-cpa.com
Certified PubliC ACCountAnts

2019 has been an unusual year.    
Do you know how this will affect your tax situation?
•  Prevent plant crop insurance

•  Additional government payments

•  New net operating loss rules

Contact us to to discuss before year end!

Wishing our farmers a safe and 
prosperous harvest.

biorefining

Grain delivery benefits:
• No shrink - competitive discounts
• Specialty contracts with competitive prices 
•  24-hr online marketing tools powered by DTN Portal

For information regarding pricing,  
sale and delivery of corn at  
POET Biorefining – Leipsic, call:  
 
Roger, Brad or Mike at 
866.571.2376 or 419.943.9298

 poet.com/leipsic
00307980

Rick A. Hovest, Agent 

419-523-3551 
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Phone & Market Tape: 419-538-6182
Contact us for farm pickup prices

NorthwesterN ohio GraiN Co., iNC.

We’re in the country
Where the farmers are!

12062 Rd. M-10, Ottawa, OH
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20986 Road M, Cloverdale, Ohio 45827
419-532-3999

Monday-Friday 8am-6pm
Saturday 8am-2pm

We now offer 

aluminum wheel 

polishing for 

trucks

2 Service Trucks Available For 
All Your Farm Needs!

The family automobile is not 
the only piece of equipment that 
requires routine upkeep to en-
sure it is operating properly. 

Life on a farm can come to a 
screeching halt if farm equip-
ment is not properly maintained. 
Farmers invest hundreds of 
thousands of dollars on agricul-
tural equipment, such as tractors, 
tillers, hoppers, and dozers. Ad-
hering to maintenance schedules 
can prevent breakdowns and 
decrease the need for potentially 
costly emergency repairs.

Keep it clean
Cleaning the surface of equip-

ment can go a long way toward 
keeping it operating smoothly. 
Use a pressure washer to remove 
caked-on mud and other debris. 
Titan iron suppliers recommend 
quickly washing equipment after 
usage so that substances do not 
have the chance to harden. 

Learn the equipment
Over time, it is possible to em-

ploy your senses of sight, sound 
and even smell to determine 
if equipment is working prop-

erly. Familiarize yourself with 
the owner’s manual so you can 
troubleshoot minor problems. 
Any unusual sounds, odors or 
responses from the gear should 
be noted. 

Routine maintenance checks
Routinely inspect hoses, fit-

tings, and seals to ensure they 

are in good working condition. 
Be sure fluids, such as coolant 
and oil, are at the proper lev-
els. Check and replace filters as 
needed. Tires need to be prop-
erly inflated, and inspect the bat-
tery for corrosion or other signs 
that it may need to be replaced. 
Check belts for cracks. Tour the 
exterior of the equipment look-

ing at signals and lights to ensure 
they are in proper working order. 
Hardware should be tightened 
and any missing pieces replaced.

Heavy farm equipment needs 
motor oil, hydraulic oil and fil-
ters changed more frequently 
than automobiles. Such equip-
ment also may need more fre-
quent lubrication of chains and 
cables. Always check and in-
spect equipment prior to jobs 
requiring heavy and extended 
usage.

Expect some welding
Have a knowledgeable welder 

on call to make repairs as need-
ed, or develop your skills to a 
point where you feel comfort-
able making your own spot re-
pairs. The experts at Miller, pro-
ducers of welding equipment, 
say cleaning the surface area and 
removing any paint, oil or cor-
rosion from the metal area that 
needs repairing can make for 
smooth, durable welds. Multi-
process welding generators and 
accessories can ensure the right 
welds for repairs in the field or 
in the shop.

maintenance key to functioning farms

Maintenance on farm equipment helps keep operations 
running along and protects expensive investments.
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EVERETT SCHMENK 
Insurance Agency, Inc. 
Ottawa     
P: 419-523-6539

00335766

Meet our friendly team! 

www.estleautomart.com

419-834-2277 
303 E. Perry St. •  Paulding

Follow us on

Jim Estle
Owner

Randy Robbins
General Manager

CT Therrian
Finance Manager

Sharisa Dobbelaere Robbins
Marketing

HARVEST
F A R M  M A N A G E M E N T ,  I N C .

Managing Agricultural Real Estate
for Inheritors, Investors, Trusts 
and Corporations

(419) 399-2456
11475 Rd. 144, Paulding, Ohio 
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In Business for 136 Years

Contact Us:
800-837-3160
419-399-3160

8516 Twp. Rd. 137 • Paulding, Ohio 

Visit Us Online at www.baughmantile.com

Signup Begins Sept. 11 for 
More Than $3 Billion in Aid

WASHINGTON, D.C., Sept. 9, 2019 
– U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny 
Perdue today announced that agricultural 
producers affected by natural disasters 
in 2018 and 2019, including Hurricane 
Dorian, can apply for assistance through 
the Wildfire and Hurricane Indemnity 
Program Plus (WHIP+). Signup for this 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
program will begin Sept. 11, 2019.

“U.S. agriculture has been dealt a hefty 
blow by extreme weather over the last 
several years, and 2019 is no exception,” 
Perdue said. “The scope of this year’s pre-
vented planting alone is devastating, and 
although these disaster program benefits 
will not make producers whole, we hope 
the assistance will ease some of the finan-
cial strain farmers, ranchers and their fam-
ilies are experiencing. President Trump 
has the backs of our farmers, and we are 
working to support America’s great pa-
triot farmers.”

More than $3 billion is available 

through the disaster relief package passed 
by Congress and signed by President 
Trump in early June. WHIP+ builds on 
the successes of its predecessor program 
the 2017 Wildfire and Hurricane Indem-
nity Program (2017 WHIP) that was au-
thorized by the Bipartisan Budget Act 
of 2018. In addition, the relief package 
included new programs to cover losses 
for milk dumped or removed from the 
commercial market and losses of eligible 
farm stored commodities due to eligible 
disaster events in 2018 and 2019. Also, 
prevented planting supplemental disaster 
payments will provide support to produc-
ers who were prevented from planting eli-
gible crops for the 2019 crop year.

WHIP+ will be available for eligible 
producers who have suffered eligible loss-
es of certain crops, trees, bushes or vines 
in counties with a Presidential Emergen-
cy Disaster Declaration or a Secretarial 
Disaster Designation (primary counties 
only). Disaster losses must have been a 
result of hurricanes, floods, tornadoes, ty-
phoons, volcanic activity, snowstorms or 
wildfires that occurred in 2018 or 2019. 
Also, producers in counties that did not 

received a disaster declaration or designa-
tion may still apply for WHIP+ but must 
provide supporting documentation to es-
tablish that the crops were directly affect-
ed by a qualifying disaster loss.

A list of counties that received qualify-
ing disaster declarations and designations 
is available at farmers.gov/recover/whip-
plus. Because grazing and livestock loss-
es, other than milk losses, are covered by 
other disaster recovery programs offered 
through USDA’s Farm Service Agency 
(FSA), those losses are not eligible for 
WHIP+.

Prevented Planting
Agricultural producers faced signifi-

cant challenges planting crops in 2019 in 
many parts of the country. All producers 
with flooding or excess moisture-related 
prevented planting insurance claims in 
calendar year 2019 will receive a pre-
vented planting supplemental disaster 
(“bonus”) payment equal to 10 percent of 
their prevented planting indemnity, plus 
an additional 5 percent will be provided to 
those who purchased harvest price option 
coverage.

USDA resources available for farmers 
hurt by 2018, 2019 disasters
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For more information on joining Ohio Farm Bureau in 
Allen, Paulding, Putnam and Van Wert counties, 

visit ofbf.org or call 419-523-5874.
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Let Us Help You Improve Your Yields

Call: Mike Cook, Joe Lucas or Tom Pendleton 
at 419-658-8423 

Chemicals  •  Custom Application  •  Consulting
GPS Soil Testing  •  28%  •  NH3

GPS Fertilizer, Lime,
Chicken Manure Application,

Corn, Soybean, Wheat & small Seed

05080 Wonderly Rd., Hicksville

Auglaize Quarry
13762 Road 179, Oakwood
(419) 393-2555

Scott Quarry
2364 Richey Road, Convoy

(419) 622-4511

Come to us for all your
 Aglime & Aggregate needs

• Farm & Lawn Equipment

• Utility  & Horse Trailers

• Truck Frames

• Grain Bins

• Homes & Buildings

• Roofs & Steel Buildings

   

INDUSTRIAL  •  COMMERCIAL  •  FARM  •  RESIDENTIAL

Paint Adds Life
It tranforms old into new, protects and prolongs.

K incaid 
Painting

Sandblasting
Ed Kincaid, Owner

419-594-3899 • 11912 S.R. 66 • Oakwood

Though it’s easy to look at the tech industry and think this in-
creasingly influential sector is what makes the world go round, 
something closer to the very core of the Earth may be what’s 
driving your economy. 

The agricultural sector plays a strategic role in a nation’s 
economic development and prosperity. From the earliest days, 
agriculture has been heralded as playing a crucial role in North 
American culture. Farmers who grow produce and raise live-
stock for meats and other products have long exemplified what 
it means to work hard and take initiatives to be self-sufficient. 

The symbiotic nature of agriculture and the economy is no-
ticeable when examining the ups and downs of each. This is be-
cause food production and the potential of agriculture extends 
beyond the fields and local food stands. These resources im-
pact supply chains and other markets. A strong agriculture base 
influences other employment sectors like food manufacturing, 
biotechnology, hospitality, machinery building, and much more, 
while a weak agriculture can adversely affect those sectors. 

While it can be difficult for residents of developed nations to 
visualize agriculture’s effect, one only needs to turn to impov-
erished and developing nations to see just how big an impact 
agriculture can have on an economy. Agriculture provides food 
and raw materials, eventually creating demand for goods pro-
duced in non-agricultural sectors. Also, food provides nutrition 
that can serve as the foundation of a healthy nation. Earning a 
living in agriculture strengthens purchasing power, which fuels 
other markets. Eventually, farming can pave the way for devel-

opment, including roads, markets, shipping services, exporting, 
and many other sectors.

Agriculture is an important economic building block. An es-
pecially important sector, the agricultural industry, when sup-
ported, can contribute greatly to sustained economic growth.  

Agriculture and 
the economy
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LET US PUT YOU BACK  
ON SOLID GROUND.

           HI-TECH 
FOUNDATION SYSTEMS
Hi-Tech Foundation Systems 
Bryan, Ohio

FREE ESTIMATES 
1-877-SINKING

Contractor Since 1970

THE BEST LOCAL  
INSURANCE AGENCY

CITY  •  000-000-0000
www.bestinsuranceagency.com

Trust your insurance  
to a company built on  

these same values. 

Your livelihood has  
been built through  
hard work and integrity.

419-399-3777
113 N. Main - Paulding 

www.ssm-insurance.com

Your livelihood has been built 
through hard work and integrity.
Trust your insurance to a company built on these same values.

THE BEST LOCAL 
INSURANCE AGENCY

CITY  •  000-000-0000
www.bestinsuranceagency.com
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Delphos • 419-695-1931

SALUTES THE AMERICAN FARMER
For all your CROP PRODUCTION NEEDS.

www.nutrienagsolutions.com

We Are Hiring Custom Applicators!!

by Jodi Henke, Successful Farmiing
Lower the debt load of owning and maintaining farm equip-

ment by sharing it with another farmer. Splitting the use and costs 
of farm equipment is one way to add precious dollars to the bot-
tom line and maybe even give you back a few extra hours in 
those long days.

Melissa O’Rourke is an extension farm and agribusiness 
management specialist at Iowa State University. She says there 
are many scenarios where a sharing agreement would work. One 
is between an aging farmer and a farmer in the early stages of 
their career.

“Maybe you need new equipment, or you need upgraded 
equipment, but are you at a point that you want to make that 
investment late in the career? Well, here’s a place where you can 
partner with somebody else who is maybe a beginning or mid-ca-
reer of farming and you can share that,” she says. “So, that older, 
more mature farmer can continue farming for a little longer, but 
not have to make those kinds of equipment investments.”

The costs of jointly owning machinery should be shared 
equitably. Talk about things such as the acquisition of equipment, 
storage, costs of insurance and maintenance.  Put your agreement 
down in writing because human memory isn’t perfect.

“Have an attorney look it over to make sure that the lan-
guage is understandable. Often times, people might talk about 
something, even put it in writing and not realize that the language 
isn’t quite as clear as it should be,” says O’Rourke. “And then 
when you have, you know, maybe a very expensive repair, that’s 
when a disagreement can come up.”

Sharing farm 
equipment? 
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419-890-8067   
1011 N. Defiance St.
 Ottawa, OH 45875
dan@senergys.comDan Klear

A Brighter Future, 
A GREENER Tomorrow, Think Superior

•  30% Federal Tax Credit Incentive for 2019 
(Reduced to 26% in 2020)
•  25% USDA-REAP Grant available for farms and 
small businesses
•  Return on investment of 6 to 12 years.
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    10 YEARS OF GREENER TOMORROWS!

    2009-2019

    Superior Energy Solutions

Solar 

Residential, Commerial, 
Agricultural Drainage, 

Excavating, and 
Concrete Services

Large Diameter available, call for more info

www.glandorfdrainage.com

00307966

1541 Allentown Rd., Suite C • Lima
419-516-0645

502 Clinton St. • Defiance
419-956-0028

1655 Tiffin Ave, Suite C • Findlay
567-208-5437

Why pay  
for a hearing 
evaluation?

At Beltone,
they’re always

FREE

Beltone Hearing Care Centers are independently owned and operated. Benefits of hearing instruments vary by type and degree of 
hearing loss, noise environment, accuracy of hearing evaluation and proper fit. Participation may vary by location. ©2012 Beltone.

•	 A comprehensive lifestyle assessment
•	 A state-of-the-art video ear exam
•	  Tests to measure your response to sounds  

and spoken words

Your quick and easy  
FREE Hearing Evaluation includes:

FREE  
HEARING  

EVALUATION
Call now  

for your free,  
no obligation appointment.

Hearing tests often show 
that accumulated ear wax is 
the culprit, and hearing aids 
are not needed.  

However, if you need a 
little help, you will receive 
a personal consultation to 
review all the options.

(DISPENSER IMPRINT AND WORK AREA)
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*Hearing aids must be purchased for 30-
day Trial. Patient may return aids within 30 
days of purchase for a full refund.

 1541 Allentown Road, Suite C 912 E. 2nd St., Suite 106
 Lima Defiance

 419-773-4021 419-773-4021
 Mon.-Thurs. 9-5 Tues. & Fri. only 9-5
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IMPORTANT HEALTH INFORMATION

Damaging noise levels are generated by 
many kinds of agricultural equipment, 
such as grain dryers, tractors, combines, 
livestock, generators, chainsaws, firearms, 
leaf blowers, air compressors and power 
tools.  If you can’t hear someone talking 
from three feet away, or if you have to 
raise your voice to be heard, your sur-
roundings are too loud. Ear pain, ringing in 
the ears, or muffled hearing after exposure 
to loud sounds also indicate damaging 
noise levels. Studies suggest that lengthy 
exposure to these high sound levels have 
resulted in noise induced hearing loss to 

farmers of all ages, including teenagers. 

A serious hearing loss injury is not as  
dramatic nor as sudden as a tractor  
overturn or machine entanglement  
injury, but it is permanent. Let’s face it, 
farming is a noisy occupation! 

 

FREE  
HEARING SCREENING

Offer expires October 31, 2019.

Additional locations in Kenton, Perrysburg, Tiffin, Toledo and Upper Sandusky.

Farming is a noisy business-  
Don’t let it steal your hearing!

Beltone has you covered!
Beltone™, a lead manufacturer of hearing instruments, has developed a revolutionary 
product designed specially to address the hearing care of these individuals. The Beltone 
Amaze™ combines several state-of-the-art technologies to provide excellent sound resolu-
tion, natural sound quality and automatic feedback cancellation, all in a sleek, cosmetically 
appealing product.

HELENA CHEMICAL COMPANY
 200 North Main Street

Continental, OH  45831
Bus: 419-596-3806
Fax: 419-596-3506

Blane Fickel
 Crop Insurance Agent
North Central Division

Mob: 419-594-2112
FickelJ@HelenaChemical.com

Helena Crop
Insurance Agency, LLC
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• Americans spend 10% of their income on food.

•Plows were invented in the Middle East soon after agriculture began. 
The earliest plow, called an ard, was probably made from sharpened tree 
branches. The plow has been cited as one of the most important inventions 
in the advancement of society.

•Tractors were invented in the 1880s to pull plows through fields. By the 
1920s the all purpose, modern tractor had been developed. 

•Raising beef cattle is the single largest segment of American agriculture. 
The United States produces more beef than any other country. About 34 
million cows are slaughtered in the U.S. each year

•Approximately 97% of U.S. farms are operated by families, family part-
nerships, or family corporations. Farm and ranch families comprise just 
2% of the U.S. population.

•Farmers today produce 262% more food with 2% fewer inputs (such as 
seeds, labor, fertilizers) than they did in 1950

•One in three farm acres is planted for export.

•More than 100 agricultural crops in the U.S. are pollinated by bees. In 
fact, one out of three bites of food people eat is thanks to honeybees.

•The world population will jump from 7 billion to 9 billion by 2050. Farm-
ers will need to double food production by then to keep pace.

Approximately 60% of the farmers in the 
United States are 55 years old or older. Aging 
farmers have led to concern about the long-
term health of family farms.

Did you know.....

00307977
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BW

• Quality Farm Drainage
• Water/Sewer Lines
• Septic Systems
• Excavating
• Demolition
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Gerding 
Ditching L.L.C.

Stop B......’ Start Ditchin’
15105 Rd. 15-M, Columbus Grove         

419-532-3407

Adam Sharp
Ohio Farm Bureau

They say rain makes grain. Well, that 
certainly wasn’t the case this spring. 
Nonstop, heavy rains kept many corn, 
soybean, fruit and vegetable farmers out 
of their tractors and only about half of the 
state’s crops were actually planted.

I saw miles and miles of weedy fields 
that were sopping wet after yet another 
shower rushed through northwest Ohio in 
June. I heard the frustrations as I talked 
with fellow farmers all over Ohio who 
found very little solace in the fact that 
their grandparents probably never saw a 
planting season quite like this one.

More acres will be turned in for Pre-
vent Plant crop insurance than ever be-
fore in Ohio. Luckily, more and more 
farmers are buying insurance policies. 
The claims that will be paid this year 
don’t even come close to an income 
earned with crop in the ground, but the 
coverage will hopefully help many farm-
ers survive to plant a crop next year.

Dairy farmers were struggling enough 
as it was due to pricing and production 
woes. The wet spring added insult to in-
jury. Lower corn production will lead to 

a shortage in feed for dairy herds this fall, 
compounded by a short supply of other 
forages like alfalfa hay due to the severe 
conditions of last winter. Thankfully, the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture stepped 
in and provided some help for all Ohio 
dairy and livestock producers by easing 
grazing and haying rules for this year.

It’s not only farmers and their families 
who are struggling, but also those who 
do business with them. Those involved in 
seed sales, implement dealers, fertilizer 
applicators and grain elevator operators 
are all on the minds of farmers, too. The 
trickle-down effect of a slow farm econo-
my travels fast, and farmers feel all of the 
pressure of keeping their key agricultural 
partners viable.

We appreciate the attention Gov. DeW-

ine and Ohio’s congressional delegation 
in Washington have given to the critical 
challenges of Ohio agriculture. It’s com-
forting when our neighbors check in after 
realizing that the corn or soybean fields 
that usually pop up in their backyards are 
as empty now as they were in February. 
The community support has been great 
and farmers are very appreciative of it.

It is ingrained in farmers to plant, 
grow and harvest a successful crop year 
in and year out. Truth be told, too many 
of us will not be able to meet any of those 
goals this year. That harsh reality can put 
stress on their bottom line and their men-
tal well-being. One website, from Ohio 
State, is a valuable resource to help with 
farm stress during these difficult times. 
Ohio Department of Agriculture also is 
providing online resources.

But farmers don’t quit. Those side-
lined during planting season still work on 
searching for best management practices 
to improve nutrient management and wa-
ter quality. They continue to find ways to 
be more efficient, productive and sustain-
able. That forward thinking will power 
farmers through these turbulent times 
with anticipation for a new beginning and 
a better result next year.

 farmers don’t quit

Jennings-Gomer 
Equity Inc.
Grain / Feed / Seeds

Farm Supplies
Herbicides / Fertilizer

Columbus Grove 419-659-2676
Gomer 419-642-3191

Ft. Jennings 419-286-2444
00307973
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Joe Wittler
LG Representative

mobile
419-233-1432 
jljfarms@roadrunner.com

23121 Lincoln Highway
Delphos, OH 45833

It Starts FIRST
With The Seed

CHEVROLET
OF OTTAWA

Open Online 24/7
ChevroletofOttawa.com
Follow Us On Facebook

BEST PRICES ON NEW CHEVROLET TRUCKS, WE WILL NOT BE BEAT!

1420 N. Perry St. Ottawa
419-523-5441

00307979

3 YEARS OF GM RECOMENDED 
MAINTENANCE FREE WITH EVERY 

PURCHASE! ASK FOR DETAILS
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* Prompt Service
* Quality Fertilizers
* Modern Equipment
* Trained Personnel
* Total Crop-Planning 
   Service

* Farm Chemicals
* Innovative Ideas
* Flotation Equipment 
   for custom application 
   of liquid and dry

* Full experienced 
   technical advice from 
   major Labs and 
   Universities
* Priced Right!
* Nutriscription

OTTAWA • 419-523-3041
Contact Tom, Logan,

or Nick 

LEIPSIC • 419-943-3358
Contact Nick or Joe

Profit from our experience

CCA’s
  • Crop Marketing

  • Financing

  • Seeds

  • Precision Ag

  • Lime  Application

00308034
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If you are inside machinery that makes contact 
with a downed power line, know what to do!
If you can drive safely away from the power source without 
bringing down the utility pole and lines, travel at least 40 ft. 
before exiting.

If you are unable to drive the machinery due to injury,  
obstacles, or it is inoperable, do NOT exit. Call for help and 
warn anyone nearby NOT to approach.

If the vehicle is on fire, or you must exit for other 
safety reasons, follow these steps:
1.  Jump clear of the vehicle. Do not let any part of your body  

or clothes touch the ground and the machinery at the 
same time.

2.  Land with feet together and hop away in small steps to  
minimize the path of electric current and avoid electric 
shock.

3.  Keep going until you are at least 40 ft. away.

4. Call for help. Make sure no one gets within 40 ft. of the  
downed line.

5.  Do not re-enter the area or vehicle until emergency  
responders and your electric co-op crews determine  
it is safe.

Heads up for Farm Safety  
During Harvest Time
Take time to equip yourself with knowledge to avoid electrocution

 

40 ft. radius safe distance

If you must exit  
the machinery....

If you can  
safely drive away...

40 ft. radius safe distance


